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BOOK THE FIRST. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE HIGH DIGNITY, POWERS, AND PREROGATIVES 

OF THE NOVEL AVRITER. 

All the world will acknowledge the snperiority 
of works of invention over those of compilatioD. 
The writer of novels, therefore, will take rank 
before the writer of matter of fact, and rest his 

/title to precedence upoix his proofs of origina- 
lity. Possibly this may be ill relished by the 
historian, who holds himself as an author of a 
high class; and, indeed, it seems to bear a 
little hard upon his prerogatives, who, gene- 
rally speaking, can boast as good a share of 
invention as those who more immediately 
profess it. 

The accounts which historians favour us 
with of the early ages and origin of nations 
would be novels, if fiction alone could make 
them such; but having only the improbabili- 
ties, without the amusing properties, of Fairy 
VOL. I. B Tales 
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2 HSKRT. 

Tales and Arabian Nights^ they cannot rank 
even with the lowest works of fancy. 

The histories of the heroic ages are better 
entitled to be considered as romances : the ad- 
ventures of a Hercnles, a Tlieseus^ and a Ja- 
son^ afford some little entertainment to the 
reader^ but it is a compliment to call them the 
Quixotes of antiquity. 

The writers of the lives of illustrious per- 
sons^ like the novelists^ generally make their 
own hero; but not often with the same atten« 
tion to nature: the lying legends of Pythago- 
ras^ Abaris^ and ApoUonius would pot pass 
upon the world in any fiction, that did not 
avowedly bid defiance to credibility. 

The liberty some writers take of embellish- 
ing their histories with florid speeches and de- 
clamations, put into the mouths of people 
who, probably, never uttered a single sen- 
tence as it is set down in their parts, is a 
psHpable intrusion on the province of the dra- 
matist or novelist, who, building fables upon 
old foundations, with the help of a few historic 
characters and facts, give an air of truth to 
fiction. Here I might instance those amusing 
fabrications in our own times, entitled Par 
liamentary Debates, where truth and short 

hau 
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hand have no share with invention, and the 
senators best historian is he that is least faith- 
ftil to his words. 

In^ short, there have been, and stil} are, 
many more novelists in the world of letters, 
than have taken credit to themselves for it, or 
perhaps ever suspected they were entitled so 
to do. 

After all, it is.only in the professed depart- 
ment of the novel that true and absolute li- 
berty is enjoyed. If I were now writing the 
history of Alexander the Great, who, as every 
body believes, died of a drunken fit^ let me 
do what I will with him in the career of his 
victories, drunk he must be at last, and drunk 
he must die. With the hero of my novel it 
18 otherwise; over him I have despotic pow^r; 
his fate and fortune, life or death, depend oh 
my will; and whether I shall crown him with 
length of days and prosperity, or cut short his 
thread by an untimely stroke, is a question 
within my own choice to determine; and 
though I must account to nature and probabi- 
lity for the regularity of my proceedings, no 
appeal lies to truth and matter of fact against 
my positive decision in the case. I have those 
powers in my hand which the historian, pro- 

B 2 perly 



4 HENRY. 

perly so called, hath not; I am not tied down 
to any incidents and events which I cannot 
over-rnle ; I may deal punishment to the evil, 
and reward to the good, which he whose pen 
must record the dispensations of Providence 
rarely hath in his power to do : for the moral 
of my story, therefore, I am fairly responsible, 
and no less for the purity of the narrative; for 
though the real scenes of life can hardly fail to 
contaminate the page that records them, the 
writer who invents impurities is without ex- 
cuse. 

I know that the privileges of the novelist 
are more than can well be defined, and his 
range wider than that portion of created nature 
which is known to us; yet I do not meditate to 
stretch my rights so far, nor shall I put my pri- 
vileges to their fall exertion; it is not my 
ambition to run truth out of sight, or put 
credulity out of breath by following me; I 
do not propose to make any demands upon 
my hero that he cannot reasonably fulfil, or 
press him into straits from which virtue, by 
its native energy, cannot extricate herself with 
ease; 1 shall require of him no sacrifices for ' 
the sake of public fame, no pedantic, ostenta- 
tious apathy, for his lot is humble, and his 
■f feelings 
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feelings natural ; I shall let him swim with the 
current^ and not strive to tow him against the 
stream of probability. 

I know that i could play my puppets after 
my own fancy^ for the wires are in my hand; 
that I could make them declaim like heroes in 
a tragedy, or gabble like a gang of gypsies 
under a hedge ; that I could weave my fable, 
as the Turks do carpets, without counterfeit- 
ing the likeness of any one thing in earth, sea, 
or, air; produce beings out of nature, that no 
sober author ever dreamt of, and force be- 
ings into nature, that no well-bred reader ever 
met with : but I have lived long enough to see 
wonderful revolutions effected by an intem* 
perate abuse of power, and shall be cautious 
how I risque privileges so precious upon expe- 
riments so trivial. 

I am not sure that 1 shall make my leading 
characters happy enough to satisfy the san- 
guine, serious enough to suit the sentimental, 
or beautiful enough to warm the imagination 
of the animated reader. Some may think I 
iiave not been sufficiently liberal to them in 
poii4 of fortune, others may wish I had fa- 
voured them with a few more casualities and 
misadventures. I am aware that, in a novels 

B 3 travelling 
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travelling the road is very hazardoas^ that even 
taking the air does not secure the companj 
from a sudden overturn in their carriage, and 
that few adventurers ever set foot in a boat 
without a soaking in the water; but I have 
not yet found out the wit of being mis- 
chievous. I perceive that broken bones are 
considered as becoming appendages to young 
gentlemen when in love; that faintings and 
hysterics are expected of young ladies upon 
all tender occasions; and that a burning hot 
fever, with a high delirium, is one of the 
warmest topics we can strike upon, and 
heightens the charms of a heroine beyond 
any other expedient that can be started for the 
purpose. All these weapons I know are 
within my reach, and the use of them I 
know; but it is a cut-finger business at best, 
and I think them safest in the sheath. 

One thing, however, there is for me to do, 
that cannot be dispensed with, though I shall, 
probably, hold it off as long as I can — I must 
make love, and I am far from sure 1 shall 
make it in a style to please my readers. I wish 
to niy heart I knew what sort of love they bes^ 
like; for there are s6 many patterns, I ai 
puzzled how to choose what shall please then 

I havi 
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I have been sometimes told, that the author of 
Arundel was not far from the but ; if so^ I 
hope I am as good a marksman as he is. 
This, if I rightly remember, was rather point- 
blank firing; now I am inclined to think I 
shall give my piece a certain elevation that 
will send the shot upon a range: but it is no 
matter how I manage it, so it does but reach 
the heart at last. 

Precedents in plenty are before me ; heroes 
and heroines of all tempers, characters, and 
descriptions; love-suits as long as Chancery- 
suits ; hearts conquered at a glance, surprized 
by treachery, or stormed by impudence — yet 
where to fix I know not. 

I will ask advice of Nature, and rule myself 
by her report. 



CHAPTER n. 

THE HISTORY COMMENCES. 

It was in a summer*evening, whilst the sun 
was yet above the horizon, when Doctor 
Zachary Cawdle, practitioner in physic, sur- 
gery, and man-midwifery, gently ambled across 
the msprket-place of a certain tpwn^ upon the 

B 4 eastern 
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eastern coast of this happy island called En^-. 
land. He was on his road homewards from 
a patient^ whom he had left in that situation 
which every good wife will natnratly covet, 
tod every prudent spinster would do well to 
avoid: he was in high good-humour with 
his day's work, for his task had been easy and 
his reward liberal: he had touched a hand- 
some fee in ready cash from the husband of 
his patient, for which he had only given him 
a draft upon time, in the person of an infant 
heir; and how many chances and crosses a 
venture, dependant on the contingency of 
twenty-one years credit, must be liable to, let 
those, who have staked their happiness upon 
such expectations, declare. 

Zachary, who was indebted to the courtesy 
of his neighbours for putting Doctor before 
his name, which by their favour was a title not 
without profit, as well as honour, no sooner 
made his entry into this place of public resort, 
than he was recognized by so many of his 
friends and customers, that, having no present 
call upon his time, and being withal a man of 
a social quality, he was induced to make a 
halt, and to enter into parley on the saddle; 
The annual custom of hiring servants upon 

this 
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this day had brought the farmers together in 
considerable nambers, and, business being 
over, the market-place was clear of the human 
cattle, with which it had lately been stocked; 
so that had Zachary been in search of a stout 
hind to do the drudgery of his house, there 
was none such in his eye. 

One solitary youth, the refuse as it should 
seem, and outcast of the market, was stand- 
ing in a corner of the square, where the con- 
servators of the public peace had erected a 
whipping-post, embellished with figures in 
bas-relief, more to be admired for. the moral 
of the design than for the gracefulness of its 
execution. Upon this instrument of correc- 
tion the aforesaid youth was leaning in a most 
disconsolate posture, in the listless act of twirl- 
ing the point of a hazel switch between the 
crevices of the pavement, and so intent was 
he upon the melancholy task, that Doctor 
Zachary Cawdle, the treading of whose pal- 
frey was none of the nimblest or least noisy, 
had brought the head of old Betty nearly in 
contact with his breast, before he either raised 
his eyes from the ground, or stopt the cir- 
^amrotatory operation of his hands. 
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Zachary, who might well be credited for 
his skill iu judging of the human fornix having 
handed so many of his fellow-creatares into 
the worlds and doubtless dispatched not a few 
out of it, had now, with the eye of a connois* 
seur^ taken measure of the object who seemed 
so insensible to his scrutiny ; and if the honest 
farmers had this day staid at home, and sent 
their dames on the errand, It is more than 
probable this unlucky candidate, now rejected 
on all hands, would not have been the last 
on the list; but different services require dif- 
ferent qualifications, and he stands but a poor 
chance for his election into the oflSces of carter 
or ploughman, who has nothing to recom* 
mend him but the graces of his pers(Mi and 
the harmony of his features. 

His apparel, though neither sumptuous nor 
superfluous, being nothing more than a short 
close waistcoat or doublet of blue cloth and 
breeches of white ticking, was such however 
as gave a fair display to the perfect symmetry 
of his form: an artist would have taken him 
in his present habit, in preference to the robes 
of the garter. 

Zachary, now raising himself on his stirrups, 

and 
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and leaning forward, upon the neck of hin 
palfrey, roared out with the voice of authority, 
** Hark- ye, fellow, can you choose no better 
place to rest your back against than the whip- 
ping-post? Gramercy, lad, you'll find him but 
a . treacherous companion, if you trust your 
carcase to his keeping; he has made many a 
lazy back smart before parting, for hugging 
him so closely as you do." 

The youth, thus accosted, raised his eyes 
from the ground, and fixing them on the 
eotantenance of the speaker, seemed as if he 
would have said, *^ What is your pleasure, sir ? 
I do not understand your raillery,'* — at the 
same time he lif):ed from his head the scanty 
remnant of a. hat, and presented to the eyes 
of Zacfaary a countenance, upon which Nature 
had engrossed in her fairest and most legible 
characters — Four jest is misapplied : let the 
bearer pass unswtpectedl 

It can hardly be supposed, that a person of 
Zacbary's sagacity, and one withal who pro- 
fewed himself a phisiognomist, Could over- 
look or mistake what was so plain to be seen and 
understood. Tlie many specimens he had met 
with of nature's hand-writing before hypoc- 

B 6 risy 
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risy bad marred the characters, coald not 
bat qualify him to read without error a teit 
so fair as was now laid open to his view; and 
certain it is, he proceeded to question the 
youth in a milder tone, '^ Why he stood there 
idle, when the market-place was empty, and all 
business over?^ — ^^ Because no man had hired 
him, and he had no where to go," was the 
answer to this question. ^* Had he no pa- 
rents?'* the poor lad shook his head and was 
silent. The question was repeated: it pro- 
duced nothing but the same silence, and the 
same melancholy action ; he had again rivetted 
his eyes upon the ground, and was beginning to 
renew the operation of the hazel twig, work- 
ing it into the joints of the pavement; when 
Zachar % whose curiosity was now roused, 
muttered to himself, ^^There is a mystery in all 
this ;*' and then, addressing himself to the lad,^ 
added, " Well, well ! if you do not choose to ' 
answer my question about your parents, I supr 
pose you will not scruple to tell me whether 
you have been in service before, who was 
your last master, and what employment yoi^ 
are fit for ?*• To this the youth replied, " Thai 
he had been for a very short time in the fa- 
mily of a grazier, in a dbtant county; but as 
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it was bis first place, and his service in it so 
shorty he could not say that he was expert in 
any menial employment, but he hoped upon a 
trial be should be found willing to learn/' 

"That is sincere at least," cried the Doctor; 
^^bnt as you say your late master dwells at a 
distance, and do not tell me his name, I shall 
hope you can produce a good testimony under 
his hand to your character.." — " I am sorry to 
say I cannot," he replied. "How so, how 
so?" quoth Zachary; ^^hast left it behind 
thee, child ? or would not he give thee any 
character?" — "Not so," answered the youth, 
"he is free enough to give me a character; 
but it is such a one as will never recommend 
me to another master." — "And do you con- 
fess it?" rejoined the other, somewhaijF-> petu- 
lantly; "if such be your character, no wonder 
you are out of place; nay, I should rather 
say you are in the only place proper for you; 
you are in the right to make friends with the 
whipping-post, for I perceive you are in a fair 
train to find employment there, and no where 
else." — ^^ I am in a likely train to be starved,*' 
cried the poor lad, with a sigh, "if my masr 
ter*8 word is to be taken for truth ; but I hope 
I tball not be corrected for what I never com- . 

mitted: 
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mitted: *ti8 ])nnishnient enough to be de- 
prived of the means of earning my bread ; 'twill 
be hard if I am to be flayed into the bargain ; 
but God's will be done! I am a helpless crea* 
ture, and must submit to my hard fortune. I 
was born in misery, and in misery I must 
die." 

There is a voice^ a look^ a tone in truth and 
innocence, which holds a sympathy with the 
hearts of those, on whom their evidences light, 
irresistibly impressive: what honest Zachary 
wore in his bosom, under bis left ribs, was 
fairly made by Nature of real flesh and blood,^ 
and not of flint or adamant, or any such im- 
penetrable substance as she sometimes puts in 
the place of better workmanship and softer 
materials, whereby the owners become as it 
were casemated and bomb-proof against all 
besiegers, of which number pity and com- 
passion, though in appearance the most gentle, 
are in fact amongst the most importunate 
and persevering; insomuch that the said 
Zachary had no sooner heard these words, 
and reconnoitred the signs and symbols of 
truth and innocence, which accompanied them, 
thi^n he felt something like a strtng or chord 
vibrating and tingling in the aforesaid re- 
gion 
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gion under his ribs^ which, mnning along the 
dncts and channels that communicated with 
his tongue, pnt that little member into mo« 
tion^ and produced the following words. 

** Though it has never been my practice to 
take any one into my service, without a tes- 
timony as to character, yet" I am strongly 
tempted for once to waive my rule in thy fa- 
vour. If thou art a knave, I am no phy- 
siognomist; it behoves thee therefore to be 
honest, for my credit as well as thine own; 
and now tell me, in the first place, what is thy 

name?" — "Henry," replied the youth. 

"Henry!" cried Zachary, •^so much for thy 
christian name; — but thou hast another? — 
"I pray you," rejoined Henry, "to know 
me by none other, and I will obey you and 
serve you as faithfully by that one name, as if 
I had a hundred." — "Heyday!" exclaimed 
Zachary, "what is all this? not tell your 
name, sirrah ! What good reason can you have 
for concealing that?" — ^**What bad one can 
I have," replied Henry, "since I might so 
easily have imposed a fillse one upon you in its 
place, but that I scorned to answer your 
question untruly?** — ^**That is well, that is 
well!** cried the Doctor; "it cannot be denied; 

so 
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SO let it pass for the present : and now tell me 
with the same sincerity, what bnsiness yon are 
fit for, what is it yon can do?" — "I can 
write and read,** said he, ^^and tolerably well 
keep acconnts, if I were entmsted with them." 
— "So for so good,*' qnoth the Doctor; **what 
besides?" — "I can play a little upon the flute, 
if I were owner of one; and upon occasion 
make shift to sing psalms after a fashion; at 
least, I can chime in with those that are better 
at a stave than myself.** — "Humph!" cried 
Z^chary, "this is no great matter, for I have 
no ear for a pipe, and seldom, if ever, aiiy 
leisure to attend the church ; but go on.*' — ^* I 
have been made to tend the poultry, help to pen 
the sheep-fold, and do a little with my hough 
at the turnips.*' — "But 1 grow no turnips," 
quoth Zachary, "feed no sheep, and harbour 
neither cock, hen, nor capon.** — "The worse 
luck mine,*' replied Henry: "I am well used 
to horses, and can follow the hounds.*' — "So 
cannot I,'* muttered Zachary. — "I can upon 
a pinch worm the puppies, cut their dew- 
claws, and round their ears,** — ^**The devil 
you can!** cried the accoucheur, somewhat 
out of humour; and what are all these things 
to me? I never suffered puppy to be about 

my 
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mj house; I have plagaes enough without 
sudi companions. Is there nothing you can dq^ 
in my way? Let us have the whole." — " The 
whole then,** said Henry, ^^ must be comprised 
in a willing mind ; I can pretend to nothing 
else, unless it be any recommendation to me 
that I can turn my hand to the distilling of 
elder-flowers and mint-water, and in a com- 
mon way to the pickling of simples; but of 
this I make little boast, for indeed I am no 
great proficient in this or in any thing else.** 

"Enough!" quoth Zachary, **you have 
at last hit the nail on the head; and nothing 
now remains hut to clinch the bargain.**7* 
^'Feed me, and clothe me," said the poor lad, 
^'and I shall be well content to serve you to 
the best of my capacity:** — "Say you so,** 
replied the Doctor, "then come on, my good 
fellow! we have not above two miles to my 
home, and you shall hoof it, whilst I jog 
gently on : 1*11 engage you can keep pace with 
old Betty on a pindi ;* and as for your bag- 
gage T suppose it is all upon your back.** 

This said, the Doctor applied his left heel, 
which was the only one that carried arms, to 
the ribs of his mare, and provoked^ her into a 
gentle shuffle, whilst Hairy gave a flourish 

with 
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with his saplings in token of triumph^ and 
sprang forwards with a light heart and empty 
BtoBaacb^ as nimble as a roebuck. . 



CHAPTER m, 

A DUCK DISTURBS THE TRANQUILLITY OF 

A DOOTOB. .; 

If Nature, when she moulded the person of 
Doctor Zachaty Gawdle, had been . aware 
of the profession to which Fortune iras in fu- 
ture to dcYote her banthng; it may^ibe pre^ 
sumed, she would not haYe forgotten/tthbt ex- 
pedition is one 'main ^requisite in the business 
of an accoucheur-: but unless rotundity^ be4i^' 
mark of speed, eYen the .person of Jeffery* 
Gambado of immortal memory ' had '>iiotrl^g8- 
resemblance to a light horseman, than what 
hbh^st Zacbary now exhibited on the back- o£ 
old Betty, upon which he sate asliide with twiv' 
legs, in shape not unKke* the balustrades of *^ 
bridge, strutting out from the ribs of* his mare, 
wide as the fork of a pair of compasses^ when 

stretched upon a globe. » • ^ 

'- He wore- a full suit of cinnamon-coloured 

cloth 
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doA^ with boot cafis and bockram skirts; a 

T«it basby penriwig, close dipt and frizzled,, 

Jite a yew-tree hedge, with an enormous three- 

cornered hat^ mounted peak upwards from the 

btek' of his head, which, like the gnomon of 

tbe dial, might have served to mark the hour 

I of noon upon his forehead, had the snn been 

/ 10 bis- meridian. The animal that carried 

/ him was of a piece with his rider, a thick un- 

' wieldly clod, of cart-horse pedigree, slow- 

paoed, short-winded, and a huge feeden No 

wonder, thc^refore, if Henry on his feet was 

mi^re than a match for his master in the 

saddle. 

A^little brook that bounded tbe parish in 
which Zachary lived, pretty equally divided 
thdo* whole line of march, which we have be- 
fore observed did not exceed two miles. Oyer 
dM stream there was a foot-plank, that af- 
forded a passage for Henry, whilst the Doctor 
proceeded throqgh the fo^d, where, according 
to custoio, he halted to indulge the old mare 
with a draught of the limped element, which 
her unsophisticated palate preferred to all the 
i^rieated compounds iu her owner s shop, or 
even in his cellar itself. 

At a cAicMis: distance down the stream, was a 

mill. 
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mill, ^bich this water tamed. ' Nbw it ^o 
chanced^ aa old Betty was moviBg up the 
brook instinctively, in searcb of a cleai'er mbi 
her flouncing in the ford disturbed a duck^ 
who was hovering her young under; the bank; 
and now flew up from her nest, quacking and 
flapping her wings in a most clamorous man-r 
ner. The din she made, and the suddenn^s of 
the alarm, were too much for tbe philosophy 
even of- old Betty to put up with, though few 
beasts could boaist of nerves less irritable than 
her's ; but truth must be confessed, the surprize 
BO totally overpGfwered her natural phlegm, 
that having given a vehement plunge in the 
wiater, by way of warning to her 'rider, and 
following this up rather too precipitately with 
a sudden toss of her head, whilst he was stoop- 
ing forwards to give her the rein, their respec- 
tive sculls met each other with so much good 
will, and such a hearty welcome^ that Za^ 
chary's hat and • wig, not being fixtures, re* 
bounded from the concussion, and proceeded 
to float down the stream very lovingly toge- 
ther, as friends should, towards the mill- wheels 
till they were arrested in their progress by 
Henry, from the foot-bridge, who fished them 
up with his hazel switch, as they were fairly on 

their 
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their way towardb their last home, calling oat 
at the jsanie time to his master-*-^' Have a care, 
Sir! hold fast, or youU get a socMfng*" — ^a 
cautioD, which was by no means unseasonable, 
as the attitude Zachary was then in, upon the 
crupper of his startled beast, was exactly such 
as exhibited symptoms of falling m their most 
prominent character. 

The duck, who had a friend at home, took 
her flight towards the mill, vociferating most 
incontinently by the way, till she bad called 
out the miller's dog, who sallied forth in her 
defence with all possible alacrity, bristling 
every hair with ardour for revenge, and rushing 
to the ford, where the flouncing and dashing 
of the water directed him to the scene of 
action. Without a moment's hesitation, this 
amphibious animal plunged into the stream, at 
the very moment when Zachary's fate hung 
upon the balance, and the nymph of the brook 
was preparing to receive him in her arms. 
His head, according to the principles of ac- 
tion and reaction of elastic bodies, had taken 
a tour through the segment of a parabola, and 
was now in its declination towards the crupper 
of old Betty, when the avenger of the duck 
siezed the skirt of his coat, and spite of all 

impediments. 
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impeditnents,. which stiaytape and backMaca 
ooald oppose to his gripe, took so fast a hold^ 
and gave the Inckless acconchenr so hearty a. 
tag in the crisis of vacillation^ that he came 
backwai*ds into the pool — and terrible was the 
fall thereof. 

The dog kept his hold, and Zachary, who 
was bodily immersed in the pool, had swal-- 
lowed more of that beverage at a draught: 
than had served him for a twelvemonth be- 
fore ; so that, had he kept his present quartern 
but a few moments longer, he might have HeC- 
the Humane Society and all its experiment» 
at defiance; and the child that is unborn might: 
have rued the woeful event of this day : whea. 
Fortune, or more probably the tutelary goddes» 
Ludna, sent a messenger to his rescue in th& 
person of Henry, who had no sooner redeem- 
ed hat and wig, those ornaments of his person, 
from the cogs of the mill-wheel, than he flew 
to snatch their principal from the teeth of 
the mastiff. Having set his master on his 
legs, the valourous youth instantly seized the 
furious animal by the throat, and griped him 
with so strong a hand, that at length he threw 
him with lolling tongue and eyes rolling in 
death, breathless on the bank; he then re- 
turned 
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aif turned to tehder his further services to poor 
^^ Zachary^ who presented a most piteous spec- 
F^! tacle^ in his cinnamon-coloured suit, alas! 
how changed, with every pocket full of water, 
his bald pate covered with duck- weed, dripping 
down his shoulders, being in caricature the 
very model of a Dutch river-god: upon the 
shore lay his flaxen perriwig, a melancholy 
h wreck, and beside it old Betty, the origin of 
all evil, browsing insensibly on the bank, as 
^ if nothing had happened, and regardless of all 
^ other concerns than what affected herself. 

t 
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CHAPTER IV. 
STRENGTH IS OVERTHROWTN BY SKILL. 

It was happy for the Doctor, in his present 
plight, that he had a house of refuge so 
near at hand : the miller, Thomas Weevil by 
name, no sooner heard of his misfortune, than 
both he and his dame sallied forth, to tender 
him all the assistance needful in his distress. 
Dry clothes and fresh linen were instantly pro- 
vided, and all the rights of hospitality duly 
performed by the master and mistress of the 
family, who neglected nothing that coul4 shew 

their 
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their good will and gratitude for past servioef^ 
Zachary having been the happy instrnmea^ 
of ushering eight sturdy bantlings into the 
worlds in succession, without a single slip or 
miscarriage by the way. 

The eldest of this groupe, a sturdy youth 
about the age of Henry, had left his father to 
do the honours of the house to the Doctor, whilst 
he was applying himself to the recovering of 
bis favourite dog. When all the eflForts which 
his art could suggest, proved fruitless, with 
rage and disappointment equally inflamed, he 
turned furiously upon the author of his cala- 
mity, and seizing him by the collar, swore 
vehemently to be revenged: a struggle en- 
sued, the young miller striving to drag Henry 
towards the water, with an intent, no doubt, 
to make atonement to the manes of his canine 
friend) in the very spot where he met his 
death. 

Henry, who had command over his temper, 
and only sought to pacify the anger of his as* 
sailant, opposed himself with calmness to the 
attack, expostulating meanwhile on the injus* 
tice of assaulting him, for what it was his duty 
to do in defence of a fellow-creature ; and very 
properly demanding, if the life of a Christian 

was 
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Wis Dot of more value than the life of a dog? 
Yonng Weevil, who was not at leisure to lend 
a patient ear to arguments of this sort, and 
wjbo probably ascribed the coolness of the dog* 
slayer to the wrong motive, seemed only to 
gatber fresh resentment by what ought to have 
appeased it, and now redoubled his attack 
with such fury, that our hero found it hi^ 
time to resort to other defences than words; 
and having, by a sudden jerk, extricated him- 
self from the grasp of the enraged aggressor, 
seized him in return, and having the advantage 
in skill as well as agility, kicked up his heels, 
and, pitching him flat upon his back, com- 
mitted him with so good a will to his mother 
earth, that if the emblem of man's life is but 
dost and ashes, it was never more strikingly 
exemplified, than in the cloud which now 
ascended from the mealy frock of the prostrate 
miller. Stunned by his fall, and extended at 
his length, the champion and his dog lay side 
by side, till Henry, who did not wish to have 
more lives than one to answer for, began to 
fear they meant to keep company together 
to the shades of death : a few moments, how- 
ever, relieved him from that anxiety, when 
the fallen combatant getting upon his legs 
VOL. I. r and 
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and ^ving himself a shake^ by way of iDqim^ 
if all was right and in its placC;^ surveying tht 
person of his conqueror from heel to heed^ 
as if he had been taking measure of a mealr 
sack, and spying there no bones or sinewy^ < 
which he was not conscious of possessing m i 
greater outward proportion himself, vocife- 
rated in a furious tone, that he was a cowardlj 
rascal, and no fair fighter; adding with a heartf 
oath, " Bar tripping, and 1*11 box you for a 
crown." 

Henry calmly replied, ** That what he had 
done was in self-defence, and not with an 
intent to hurt him, which he was glad to see 
was not the case; therefore," added he, "be^ 
satisfied with what you have got, and don't, 
provoke a worse mischance, by compelling met 
to handle you after another fashion," — " You . 
are a sneaking puppy,'* cried the miller, ^^ and>: 
no man ; all your play lies in your heels : but ] 
I'll make you take to them in another guests 
manner, before I quit you ; if I had you in 
a ring, sirrah, I'd make a frog of you in half a 
dozen rounds, so I would ; I'd maul you like a i\ 
ragamuffin as you are." ^ i 

"You had better let me alone," answered n 
Henry ; *^ I have other business than to fight 4 

battles. 
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Itlesi and as for your ahosC) I don't regard 
. Go to Toar work, friend^ and leave me to 
}mt% I am the Doctor -s servant, and have 
» odierwise afironted yon, than hy defending 
y master; so let ns shake hands^ and there's 

I end of it/' 

" Yon lie ! " retorted the clown, who had 
^in misconstmed the calmness of his antagon- 
ist, *4here is no end of it, and I'll shake hands 
ith no snch shirker as yon are. I tell you 
Ke again, bar tripping, and I'll box it fairly 
]t with yon to-morrow noon, upon the 
own Green, foot to foot ; and because 1 know 
m for a shy cock, and a trickster at the 
ime, I'll have no tumbler's play; neither 
irty shall drop without a knock-down blow; 
here's my crown upon the battle^ if you 
e worth so much, if not I'll fight you for 
ee, and give you a belly-full for nothing: 
ere is an end of the matter, I am your man — 
ike hands with me if you dare." 

"If I dare!" replied Henry; "don't 
stake me for a coward, because I am not a 
Hy. I am not afraid of my own risque, 

I I have no quarrel with you, and besides that 
(re no money to stake against yours. As for 
I Town Green^ I know not where it is^ for I 

e 2 " never 
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never was in the place I am going to : I aai 
a perfect stranger in these parts, and had la^ 
ther live in peace with yon as a neighbomy 
than tnrn ont against yon for a trifling object^ 
that is not worth wrangling abont. However 
take your own course ; if your stomach is not 
down by to-morrow's noon, and your fall has 
not disabled you, you know where to find me " 
at the Doctor s ; and though 1 do not wish to 
seek a quarrel, be assured I have too much 
spirit to keep out of your way, or put ap» 
with an insult.** 

This said, they parted, Henry to attend upom 
his master, and Tom Weevil to perform tte 
funeral ceremonies of his mastiff. 



. CHAPTER V. 

THERE ARE MORE CORDIALS IN THE WORLD THAW 
PHILOSOPHY HAS FOUND OUT. i 

When Doctor Cawdle had, with old Weevil^s 
assistance, dried his rigging and repaiti^ 
his damages, he began to put himself m 
sailing trim, not forgetting first to swallow 
a precautionary cup of Nantz, by way bf 
fortifying the vitals, and keeping the foe out 

of 
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of the citadel. A gracious nod, wbich he 

^^towed on Henry, gave him to understand 

that his services were well received ; but 

when old Betty presented herself at the door, 

led thither by one of the younger fry of the 

aill, darting a reproachful glance upon her, 

I he exclaimed — " Oh ! thou bitch of Babylon! 

\ U it thus thou servest me after all my kind- 

: uess? Couldst thou not be content to swill 

tdiat paunch of thine in peace, but thou must 
firisk and frolic in thy cups, till thou hadst 
^ tumbled me into the stream, at the peril of my 
lifer Never shalt thou sip more at the ford, 
or wet thy lips whilst I am on thy back, 
though thou hadst journeyed as long without 
drioking as a camel, when she traverses the 
deserts of Arabia." 
I This denunciation ended, and no other 

answer returned but a grunt from old Betty 
as her ponderous jockey seated himself in the 
saddle, Zachary shook hands with the hospi- 
table miller, and putting himself under an 
easy sail, steered for the harbour of his own 
mansion in the neighbouring village. 

As soon as he got out of ear- shot of the 
miller, he began to vent his bile against the 
whole race of dogs and ducks, heartily con- 

c 3 signing 
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signiog them to the devil and his dam. He 
tiext proceeded to yindicate his own talent for 
horsemanship, in which he roundly asserted no 
man ever exceeded him; and then tnmingto 
Henry, who was close at his stirmp, he le- 
snmed his natural good-hnmour, and^ widi 
many commendations of his courage and ad- 
dress, drew forth a guinea, and, forcing it 
into his hand, bade him take it as a small 
gratuity for a great service, and as an earnest 
of future favours; "Which,** added hc,^**if 
you go on as you have begun, you will ridilf 
merit. Some difficulties, however, yon will 
have to encounter in my family, and it be- 
hoves me to caution you against them : there is 
a lady at home, whom I have not found it very 
easy to live with, neither will you; Mrs. Caw- 
die has a few constitutional failings, that are 
rather troublesome to deal with ; a great am«- 
bition to be thought a saint, and a strong pro- 
pensity to make herself a beast; in other 
words, she will cant and tipple from noon 
till night. Now there is another passion, coor 
comitant of enthusiasm and inebriety, which 
I forbear to mention, though it is exactly that, 
Henry, which I think you are most likely to 
b^ hfampered with: I shall only hint to yoo 

that 
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that the saints are very loving in their caps; 

and reason enough why they should, as in that 

ease they are quickened by a double dose of 

the spirit. You are a comely lad, have a care, 

therdfore, that your flesh do not catch fire when 

her spirit begins to flame. Amongst the 

many accomplishments you enumerated to 

me, psalm-singing, if I well remember, was 

one: yon may safely confide that talent to 

my secrecy, for I never wish to hear a single 

stave of Stemhold or Hopkins whilst I live ; 

but if you breathe a word of it to my Jemima, 

farewell to your lungs, depend on it she will 

ftiake you tune your pipe to some purpose.'* 

More would have ensued, for Zachary was 
now in the communicative vein, when old 
Betty came to a full stop ; and Henry, look- 
ing up, perceived a neat brick house within 
a court, tbe gate of which was flanked by two 
fltone piers, emblematically ci*owned with galli- 
pots, or, as a virtuoso would have styled them, 
cineral urns, supporting a scroll, carried in an 
arch from one to the other, on which was dis- 
played in letters of gold, upon a bright blue 
ground^ ^^ Zachary Cawdle, Surgeon^ Apothe- 
caty^ and ManrMidwife^' 

An old woman presented herself at the gate^ 

c 4 and 
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and led the mare to the stable, followed hj 
Henry, who modestly contested with her the 
prerogative of the bridle, but to no purpose. 
Zacbary entered the house ; and having peeped 
into the parlour, where he descried his t)eloved 
in her easy-chair fast asleep, drew his conchi* 
sions, and quietly retired to his chamber. 

Mrs. Jemima Cawdle, the spouse of Za* 
chary, was a comely, corpulent lady, of about 
forty years of age, and had passed the best part 
of her youth in the capacity of house-keepef 
to a wealthy baronet, who died a bachelor, 
and from whose bounty she enjoyed an annuity 
of two hundred pounds, bequeathed to her ia 
recompence for her long and faithful services, 
Zachary, whose frequent visits to the deceased 
left him uninformed of no one particular re- 
lative to Mrs. Jemima's character and cir- 
cumstances, might possibly have withstood her 
personal charms, seeing they were somewhat 
in the wane, and not a little obscured by suti- 
dry flaws in temper and reputation ; but he 
was irresistibly attracted by the charms of the 
legacy aforesaid, jointly with the intelligend^. 
he had obtained of sundry other pickings and 
gleanings, which that prudent damsel ba4, 
amassed by her economy aud good conduct: 

upon 
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iipoD these solid grounds of affection^ not re- 
ferring himself to the blind guidance of a cer- 
tain hood-winked deity called Love^ Doctor 
Zachary lost no time in posting himself on the 
ground which the baronet had left, and soon 
opened his honourable trenches before the 
mournful legated Sorrow is a great softener 
of the human heart, and within two little 
months, nay, not so much, not two, the fair Je- 
mima yielded up her virgin hand, and was ad- 
mitted into the sacred mysteries of Hymen. 

r It cannot be disguised that public fame, 
lyho is too apt to busy herself about other peo- 
ple's affairs, circulated an idle insinuation that 
Doctor Zachary had been serviceable to this lady 
on a former occasion, in relieving her from an 
indisposition, with which she had been annoyed 
for the space of eight or nine months, and for 
which his art found a cure in the very crisis of 
her distemper; but not to dwell any longer on 
these silly rumours, which are below the dig- 
nity of this history, suffice it to observe, thai 
Mrs, Jemima did not come empty handed to 
the Doctor, and that, fiilly conscious of this, 
fhe had too much sense of her own dignity to 
give up her right and title for indulging her- 
self in those innocent habits and recreations 

c 5 which 
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which she had been accnstomed to in her state 
of celibacy, particularly that of applying to a 
certain specific against qualms and tremors, 
which she kept at hand, within the precincts 
of her own closet; and though the said specific 
was not a medicine to be found upon Za- 
chary*s file, nor what perhaps he would have 
taken on himself to recommend, yet long 
practice had so reconciled her to the use of it, 
that her constitution seemed now to call for it^ 
and I cannot doubt but she had strong reasons^ 
for preferring it to every thing the Materia Me-- 
dica could offer in its stead. 

Now it so chanced that Mrs. Cawdle, in her 
spouse's absence, had cheered her heart with a, 
comforting portion of this specific, and in the 
moment of her good man's arrival, was, by* 
the operation of the aforesaid dose, fast locked: 
in the arms of Somnus. All this was perfectly r 
intelligible to Zachary at the first glance, wfao! 
thereupon contentedly betook himself to the ■ 
cabin, like a Dutchman when he smells a' 
storm, and quietly turned into his solitary 
crib^ a resource which he kept in petto for 
these and other occasions incidaital to « bis i 
profession. 



HENRT. S5 



CHAFfER VI. 

A SAINT NOT SOBER. 

The domestics of the family^ into which 
Henry had now entered^ consisted of an 
ancient matron, Bridget by name, who offi* 
ciated in the kitchen, and Snsan May, daughter 
of a widow woman, an inhabitant of the vil- 
lage, who waited upon the person of Mrs. 
Cawdle. Dr. Zachary had recommended 
Henry so strongly to the care and good graces 
of these kind creatures, that they received 
him very ^ courteously^ and did the honours 
bf the kitchen with much hospitality. Bridget 
had recollected a cold gammon of bacon, that 
was standing idle in the cupboard, and Susan 
bad put a fresh faggot on the fire, where she 
was boiling the water for her mistress* tea. 
By the light of a cheerful blaze she had now 
all opportunity of reconnoitring the young 
itnu^;er with more accuracy than hitheito she 
LmmI been able to do; when, having scanned 
bom over with an eye that betokened some- 
tbilig more than pity, gently stix>king her hand 

c6 over 
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over his head^ she gave a sigh, and said-^ 
'* Alas ! poor fellow, thou art cold and hun- 
gry, ril engage for thee;" — and then pro- 
ceeded to other questions, which Henry either 
answered or evaded, as he thought fit. She 
now filled out a bason of tea, and repaired with 
it to her mistress in the parlour. * 

Susan, who was not bred in the school of 
Harpocrates, waked her mistress from her 
slumbers, by the noise she made upon enter- 
ing the room; whereupon Jemima accosted 
her as follows; — "Why, what the devil, 
wench, will you never be taught to open a 
door softly? Do you consider, mawkin, the 
wretched state of my poor tortured nerves, 
trembling, quivering, tingling all over me, at 
every shock you give them? Do you see the 
quandary you have thrown me into? Then 
you tread as heavy as a cart-horse, and bawl so 
loud, that my brain splits with every word you 
speak." — "But I have not spoken a word 
yet," cried Susan; "and here's your tea, so 
pray drink it, and compose yourself." — "Com- 
pose myself, child!" replied the mistress in a 
softer tone; "I don*t expect I shall compose 
myself sufficiently this night to be able to 
reach my bed-room without help; I perceive 
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\ am reUipBing into my old tremors. Mercjr 
vipoa me, how my band shakes ! Indeed and 
indeed, my ^ood girl, yon must be cautions 
5i not to flutter me when I am in this way." 
t\ She now took the tea, and whilst she was 

i| sipping it, her waiting-woman began to tell 
[ her about the Doctor's accident, and how he 
•i was rescued from the teeth of the miller's 
•': dog, which in Susan's narrative made as tre- 
I mendous a figure as an Abyssinian hyaena: 
that good-natured girl having coloured her de- 
scription of her master's danger to the height, 
' that she might set off the heroism of Henry to 
the greater advantage. 

The sedative beverage having in some de- 
gree allayed the trembling of Jemima's nerves, 
she made many pious apostrophes upon the 
Doctor s escape, which she hoped would be a 
warning-call upon him to repentance, and a 
better life: she bewailed the reprobate state 
he was in ; and candidly observed, that as he 
led the life of a heathen, she should not have 
been surprised, had he perished by the teeth 
of a dog. In the mean time, she hinted her 
astonishment in pretty strong^ terms, that he 
coald^faave the assurance ' to bring a .straoge 
fellowMntp her family, picked up at-taadbm, : 

without 



38 HKiniT. 

without coDsalting her opinion and approba* 
tion in the first place. To this Susan replied^ 
*'A strange fellow do you call Uim, Madam 1 
You would not say so, if you saw him : not- ; 
withstanding his poor apparel, FU be fbrtfaer 
if he is not a gentleman bom ; aye, and the 
handsomest in my opinion that ever I set eyes 
on." — ^^ What tell you me of handsome," ex- 
claimed the mistress ; *^ is he holy, humble, 
devout?" — **He was wet and hungry/' re- 
plied Susan, ^^ so we warmed him and fed 
him, that's all I know of the matter; as for 
thei rest, its no concern of mine: I only did 
by him as I would be done by in the like 
case." This said, Susan left the room without 
waiting for an answer. 

This good lady, who properly put so high 
a value upon the piety of a servant, and so 
slight a one upon his person, had in times 
past led a course of life not perfectly recon- *' 
cileable to the rules and doctrines of that re-* 
ligioQ, which is preached by the ministers of 
the established church; and being naturally 
indisposed to hear of failings, which it was ]h-*i 
convenient to her to dismiss and repent of, she - 
determhied no longer to be annoyed with their: / 
«erromis and exhortations, and, striking! o^ of / 

the 
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ihe regnlaur road^ took a shorter course for 
cpiieting her conscience^ without disturbing her 
enjoyments. ' By this new method of com- 
poanding for de&ults in practice, through the 
beip of a strong imagination and a glowing 
CDthnsiasm, Jemima had fairly brought all past 
reckonings to a balance, and at the same time 
kept a mental salvo in reserve against future 
<nies. She was correct in all small matters 
of forni, regular at her love^feasts, dealt the 
kiss of peace with a fervency most edifying, 
washed the dirty feet of the brethren, had a 
^ pious reverence for salt, and as zealous a detes- 
tation for blood-puddings as any saint in the 
sect, of which she stood forth a bright and 
shining example, professing to believe every 
mystery of the Christian faith, and fulfilling no 
one moral duty, which the Scriptures teach* 

She was now exactly in that state of fer- 
mentation, when the spirit was most apt to 
^il over; and having understood just so much 
fit>m Susan's report of Henry's youth and 
^impKcfty, as suggested to her an occasion for 
making a display of her zeal, she began to 
^umnge her thoughts in the best order she 
<wM for the undertaking. Having thrown 
berself back n her chair, and shot her eyes to 
rr- assist 
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assist meditation, she had nearly fallen into 
another doze from the soporific effects of in- 
tense thinking, when, having raised herself ap« 
right in her seat, and being seized at the mo- 
ment with a swimming in her head by the 
suddenness of the motion, a huge pyramid of 
gauze, which by her late recumbent postare | 
was thrust forward out of its place, came in 
contact with the candle, and immediately 
caught fire. Her screams in one instant 
brought Henry to her assistance, who so nimbly " 
rescued her from her danger, that her cap was 
off and extinguished before one hair of her 
head had been singed by the flame. 

When her terror had subsided, Mrs. Cawdle 
cast her eyes upon the person of her deliverer. 
The alarm had perfectly dissipated her somno* 
lency, and in great part even the cause of it. 
The ideas, that had floated in her brain, and 
on which she had been pondering, lost hold of 
her imagination, and enthusiasm began to give 
way to impressions of a different sort; she had 
no longer any wish to make a saint of one, 
who aeemed to her already to be an angel. Aa 
the traveller, whose eye has been jaded with 
long dwelling on the loathsome fens of Essex^ 
(eels unspeakable recreation when, having crossed" 

the 
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the Thames, he mounts the beaatiful hills of 
Krat, and thence contemplates natare in her 
fidiest shape — such was the delightful sensation 
Jemima now experienced, whilst she gazed 
upon Henry^ and compared his animated and 
I graoeftil form with the listless and mis-shapen 
lump that the^at partner of her heart, pre- 
sented daily and hourly to her weary sight. He 
had his hand upon the door, so that no time 
was to be lost, when, with an eager accent, 
she called out to him to stop; then bidding 
' him shut the door, she began as follows : 

"You are the young person, 1 presume, 
! whom the Doctor has taken into his family, 
; and your name is Henry: you give a good 
, sample of your services, Henry, not only in 
the care you had of your wretched master in 
his fall^ but no less so in the attention you 
bave now shown to me in my alarm ; in short, 
between fire and water, you have been fully em- 
ployed this day in the rescue of us both in our 
toras, and you well deserve to be rewarded 
fiir your performances " 

"I am amply rewarded," replied Henry, 
^by your kind acceptance of my duty in the 
first {riace^ and next by my master's liberality, 
who gave me as much as I have occasion 

for. 
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for^ and more than I had any right to 
pect- 

"Your master, indeed I "" aied Jemima; 
^' yoar master knows neither how to rate your 
services, nor to reward you for them ; Til en- 
gage he has hired you for no other purpose 
than to beat the filthy mortar, and do the dirty 
work in his dirty shop: but you shall do D» 
such thing; you shall wait upon me; I miH 
lake you to myself. With me your work will 
be easy and your life happy, with him you will 
be a drudge and the lacquey of a drudge; f(nr 
his very shopman, the old Highlander, will 
make you fetch and carry on his scrubby er-- 
rands; from me you will bear none but pioiv 
and edifying conversation; from them nothing* 
but balderdash and blasphemy in an outlandish, 
dialect: of me you will gain good instruction; 
they will lead you to your ruin, and render 
you in the end, what they ai*e themselves, lost 
souls in a state of reprobation, and totally cast 
out from the lot of the righteous.'* 

"Heaven forbid!" quoth Henry. — "Dotft 
say so, don't say so," resumed the saint ; "don't 
shock my ears with a single word in their St^ 
Toor: true zeal feels no pity for the wicked." 

^'Not pity them!" exclaimed the youth 

with 
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nidi etgerness; ^'I could almost find in my 
heut to pity the devil himself.''—'' The devil 
jQii ooidd!** cried the saint, with horror in her 
ooontaumce ; ''from what part of the world 
tte yon come? who are your unhappy parents r 
and in what anti-christian principles have you 
been educated^? Pity them, indeed! No, no, 
tint were a sin as heinous as what they com- 
init ; but liie elect cannot sin, and consequently 
lATe no pity for sinners." — "I beg pardon for 
Biy boldness, Madam,'* replied Henry, "but 
if tius be so, I must take leave to dissent from 
Ae dect."^ — This said, he quitted the room, 
a&d left the inebriated zealot to digest his doc^ 
I ttise as she could* 



CHAPTER VI. 
A TIMELY RESCUE. 

The next morning Henry arose with the 

lark, and finding nobody stirring within doors, 

went' into the garden, and there began to 

Msploy himself in reforming the borders, that 

were in a very neglected condition. Whilst 

he was llms occupied, he observed a tall stout 

1^ whose swaggering gait and important air 

bespoke 
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bespoke him a person of some anthority, ooo^ 
iDg across the adjoining field, and making 
directly for a little wicket in the garden hedge, 
that communicated with the said .field. H^re 
he was no sooner arrived than, discovering 
Henry, he stopt shoit, and in an angry time 
demanded — "Who are yon, Sir, and why aie 
yon at work in this garden?" — "Because I am 
servant to the owner of it,** Henry replied, 
"and have nothing else just now to employe 
myself about." — " If you are servant to the 
owner," said he, betake yourself to his shop, 
and tell Kinloch to send the medicines to my^ 
house, that are ordered to be made up.*^-^^ 
" And to whose direction must they be ad«> 
dressed?" — "My name is Blachford^ yoa 
must be new in these pails, not to know me.** 
— " I am a stranger, it is true, in this place,** 
rejoined Henry, "and have not the honour of 
knowing you, but I shall obey your com- 
mands." 

After a few minutes Henry, finding nobody 

I ^ up in the house, and the shop-door locked, re- 

[ turned to make report to his sender, who was 

now standing close under the eaves, in earnest 

conversation, as it seemed, with somebody at a 

window : the casement was quickly shut upon 

his 
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bis appearance, bat not so nimbly as to pre- 
^rent his discovering to a certainty that Susan 
was the party to whom Blachford's conversa- 
tion was addressed. 

The look that gentleman now bestowed 
apoD Henry, gave him sufficiently to under- 
stand how unwelcome his company was; and 
before he could well explain the reason of his 
sadden return, Blachford's rage had burst forth 
both in words and actions^ so far at least as his 
courage suffered him to proceed, by brandish- 
ing his cane in a threatening manner, and tel- 
ling him to be gone from his sight, for he per- 
ceived he was avery impertinent, prying fellow, 
^nd would have nothing to say to him ; ^'And 
depend upon it," added he^ " I will have my 
eye upon you; if I catch you tripping, and 
once lay my hands upon you, you shan't easily 
get out of them .'* 

With these words, which Henry answered 

only with a look of firm undaunted innocence, 

filaehford strode away, and was soon out of 

sight: the casement was then opened, and 

Susan in a low voice desired him to come into 

the house, for she wanted to speak to him : as 

soon as they met, she began with some degree 

of embarrassment to apologize for appearances. 

She 
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She told him Mr. Blachford was a veiy rich 
gentleman^ lived iu a handsome bouse near al 
hand, and was very kind to her mother, aa 
aged widow, who inhabited a small cottage 
close to his gate ; that the occasion of her 
speaking to him from the window, was simply 
to thank him for some favours he had bestowed 
upon her mother ; she hoped that Henry had 
said nothing to give him ofiPence, for that be 
was a proud man, and would not put up with 
an affront from any body, much less from hb 
inferiors : moreover he was a justice of peace, 
and dealt so rigidly with those that came under 
his hands, that all the parish and neighbour- 
hood round about stood in fear and terror of 
him. 

" He may be a justice,*' replied Henry, 
^' but ril take upon me to say he is not a 
gentleman. As to his business with you, Susan, 
or yours with him, trust me I am not curious 
to be informed of it : it vras mere chance and 
accident threw me in the way to interrupt it, 
which if I have done to your detriment or 
regret, I am heartily sorry for it. As for his 
blustering and threatening, I fear him not, 
neither did I provoke him by any language 
improper for me to make use of to a person 

of 
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^ his sort; I was as hamble towards him, 
as becomes any one human creature, to be 
to another in the like circumstances. I respect 
him, however, for being kind to your mother ; 
I only hope it is pure kindness, and that he does 
not look for it to be repaid by any sacrifices 
torn you ; whilst you make no other acknow- 
ledgments than you can convey to him from 
\ a window, all will be well." 

This was pointed with a certain expression 
of look and accent, that brought the blushes 
into Susan's cheeks. She hoped she could 
not be suspected of favouring such a great, 
black, ugly thing as his worship, and an old 
fellow into the bargain ; she trusted she under* 
stood herself better, than to give her company 
where she could not bestow her liking; in 
saying which, she conveyed a glance to Henry's 
eyes, which simplicity itself could not fail to 
(lecypher, and nothing less than predetermined 
▼irtue could be able to encounter; for, with- 
out attempting descriptions, which we do not 
wish to engage in, we desire the reader to take 
it on our word, that the aforesaid Susan May, 
ift form and . feature, was positively one of 
the most dangerous objects, that strong pas- 
sion and weak resolution could possibly come 

in 



48 HENRY. 

in contact with; she had health, youth, 
beanty to allure desire, and tell-tale eyes, 
threw out signals of encouragement to hope. "^■ 

"Upon my word, Henry," said she, ** 
are very considerate of my reputation, whi 
is more than I should have expected 'from.l 
handsome young fellow like you, who I dan! 
say have sly sins enough of your own to an- 
swer for ; but to tell you the truth in oofi! 
word, there is not a being upon earth I so 
abominate as that surly brute Justice Bladh 
ford: I believe he is as base in heart as bail 
black in person; therefore, with your leav^ 
we will put him aside, and talk of sometbinj^' 
that is more to the purpose. What have ycii 
done to my drunken dame, I would fiuot 
know, that has set her in such a tantannnt 
There was she, foaming and fretting after yoa 
had been with her, like a mad thing : surely ^ 
you did not put on that preaching face to 
her, as you did just now to me : you'll never 
have a moment's quiet in this house, if yoi 
don't keep well with the tipsy shrew thai 
rules it: she'll ferret you out in a twink- 
ling, take my word for it, if you thwart her, 
and it is not the Doctor that can save you; 
but if you'll coax and humour her, you may 

pass 
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ij^ yonr time to your heart's content; and 
nr my share^ short as oar acaaaintance har 
eepj.so much am I prejudiced in your fa- 
por,. that as far as I can contribute to your 
impiness, be assured nothing in my power 
lliul be wanting to make your life pleasant 
vliiist we are together.'' 

It was a look, a smile, a gentle pressure o^ 
lis hand in her's, whilst she uttered these 
words, that gave them a grace and energy, 
which but for these accompaniments had not 
belonged to them; Susan, though not elo- 
quent, possessed the orator s best attribute in 
ui eminent degree; in her action she was ir- 
re8i8tible« I know not whether I am to call 
it Henry's good or evil genius, that now ap- 
peared in the person of old Bridget, to draw 
him off to his master in his bed-chamber. He 
had begun a stammering kind of acknow- 
ledgment to Susan, that meant to convey 
something between courtesy and caution, but 
expressed neither one nor the other distinctly, 
when the plea of duty helped him out of the 
dilemma for this turn, but left a memento be- 
hind it, plainly intimating that flight was his 
be8t defence against such weapons as nature 
lad bestowed on Susan : she in the mean time 
VOL. I. D was 
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was not slow to discover, both where his weak- J 
uess lay^ and in what her own strength con^' 
sisted; what he could not term victory on 
his part^ she had no right to consider as a' 
defeat on hers : chance had broken up the" , 
conference ; opportunity could not be wanting' 
to renew it. 



CHAPTER Vm. 

A SUDDEN ATTACK UPON AN UNGUARDED 

CONSCIENCE. 

When Henry entered the Doctor's chamber, ; 
he found him still between the blankets, where 
he had provoked so copious a perspiration, 
that there is little doubt but he had paid in- 
terest through his pores for every drop of. 
water he had borrowed by his throat in his 
rencoantre with the duck. Instead of giving 
a strait answer to Henry's inquiries, he began 
to hold forth a learned lecture upon the use 
and efficacy of sudorifics, reprobating in the 
strongest terms the vulgar error of pouring 
in hot liquors upon cold stomachs, which he 
pronounced to be a diabolical practice, and 
little better than slow poison, just then for- 
getting the glass of brandy at the miller's. 

In 
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I the conrse of this harangue, he instanced 
LCi bad habit of Mistress Cawdle as a case id 
sint, who he roundly asserted was dramming 
eiself ont of the world; adding, with an 
aih, that if Jemima was a saint, he would be 
old to say she was the most drunken saint in 
be calendar. 

Observing that Henry made no reply to 
his, except by a significant shake of his head, 
le added — ^*Well, well, you are a discreet 
id, I perceive, and know how to hold your 
9ngne upon occasion, but Fll bet a good 
rager she has been preaching to you over her 
upd : it is always the case when the spirit flies 
ip into her head ; but don't let her make a 
M>1 of you ; one saint in a family is one too 
lany: mind your business, ply the mortar, 
nd leave religion to those who get their liv- 
ig by it : you and I, my lad, have something 
Ise to think of.** 

" I hope," replied Henry, "I can mind my 
Qsiness without neglecting my religion/' 

" Hark-ye, child," cried Zachary, **you 
ilk like an ignoramus, if you suppose that we 
F the faculty can have any other religion 
an to take care of the health and constitu- 
>ns of our patients. Every man in his own 

D 2 way 
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way, the parson for the soul, the ph-ysician for 
the body. What have we to do in a chiirdi^ 
whilst there is one man nnder oar care in a 
sick bed ? why, it were a shame for any of ni 
to be seen there ; it is all one as to confess 
that we are totally cat ont of our practice; 
and to do my brethren jnstice, I mast confess 
they seldom, if ever, come into a churchy but 
with a view of being called ont of it: but 
that is a stale trick, and begins to be blown 
upon, so that every gentleman of character in 
the profession, who does not wish to be thonght 
a mountebank and a quack, never lets himr 
self be seen within the walls of a church, ub? 
less indeed he should chance to follow the 
corpse of a customer thither."' 

^^And when his own corpse is carried thi- 
ther to his last home," said Henry, *' whajt 
will become of him then ?*' — "Heh ! how ! 
what is that you say?'* demanded Zachary^ 
starting up in his bed. — '^ I say, sir, under 6it 
vour, that I am little able to argue with a per- 
son of your science ; but I must think this^jt 
very serious question, and what every onet/of 
tts ought to put to ourselves in good tiqatie^ 
^[ Can any man expect to ;find pardon after 

: . jdeath^ 
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deathi who has done God tro s^ervice when 

*^What are you talking about?" cried the 

Doctor: ^'I tell you, child, that I Zachary 
Cawdle, with these very hands, have ushered 
two thousand living souls into the world ; and do 
jou oall that doing Grod no service? How many 
others I may have stopped from going out of it, 
ill the course of a long and successful practice, 
the Lord above only knows, I have kept no 
account of them. I hope you don*t mean to 
make any comparison between such a man as 
I am, and an idle fellow in creation, who does 
nothing but preach and pray." 

** Far be it from me,'* replied Henry, "to 
oflfer at any comparison between professions, 
which I cannot pretend to judge of; but as I 
presume a good Christian is the greatest cha- 
racter a man can have, I humbly conceive a 
good and faithfril minister of God's word to 
be no man's inferior." 

'^ Be that as it may," rejoined Zachary, ^^ I 
have had the handling of their carcases in my 
time, and have found some rotten wethers 
amongst the flock, that would hardly bear the 
touch : but I perceive, young man, you have got 
a twang of the conventicle about you, and will 
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forfeit my ears if yoa have not been cantiog 
with that boozy babe of grace my wife; but 
I tell you at a word I will have, no saints b 
my service; I did not hire you to sing psalms; 
if yon do it as well as King David, it is no 
recommendation to me; I told yon so atfint; 
and as to your talking to me about the other 
world, I forbid yon ever to name it to me again; 
*tis a subject that always hips me when I hear 
of it.** 

T believe I have already hinted that Zacharj 
was somewhat inclined to the irascible, and 
as he had now started a topic that was apt to 
give certain twitches to his conscience, which 
were not over pleasant in their operation, he 
had flounced and floundered about at such a 
rate in his bed, whilst this busy intermeddler 
was at work, that he had by this time effectu- 
ally repelled the perspiration, and began to be 
sensible of certain symptomatic inuendoes, that 
argued an intention in Nature to make a sad' 
den turn from hot to cold, and in one of her 
freaks and fits of variety treat him with a taste 
of the other extreme. His teeth now began 
to make music, his spirits sunk, and he huddled 
up liis head in the bed-clothes, sighing froiD 
the 1)ottom of his heart, as well knowing by the 

tuning 
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tuning of the instraments beforehand what 
(till concert wonld be when it struck up in 
leamest. 

"The Lord have n?ercy upon me!" ex- 
claimed poor Zachary; "what is going for- 
waid now? I was as well but now as heart 
Gonid wish ; I thought no more of being taken 
80 suddenly than the man in the moon : neyer 
trust me, but I shake from head to foot; 1 
can't stand it, positively I can t stand it, if I 
am to be seized in this manner. I know my 
own constitution to a tittle; Tm a plethoric 
man, the worst subject in nature for an ague 
and fever : Doctor Doublechin went out of the 
world in the same way, he took a short leave 
and was off: 'tis a lost case, Henry, 'tis all 
up with your poor master, if I can't drive the 
oe put of one door or the other before he gets 
footing^in the house. For the love of Heaven, 
put your hand in my waistcoat pocket, and 
give me a small paper in a blue wrapper, 
which you'll find there; it contains a medicine 
which I never administer to my patients, be- 
<saQse I sforn to go out of the regular practice 
with my friends, but when a man's own life is 
at stake, there is no joke in dallying: Doctor 
•fffmes must do the job, or I must beat a hasty 
iqarf^ out of this world, and be gone." 

D 4 Henry 
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Henry gave him the paper and some wato 
liquid, in which he mixed the life-restorjfff 
dose and swallowed it, giving order for soiW 
barley-water to be made^ and other fit prepih U 
rations for its operation. 

No sooner had his attendant left the chaiii- 
ber than Zachary, now alone and at leisure 
for meditation, began to entertain serious ap- 
prehensions for the consequences of this sud- 
den attack. The rapid progress of a fever in 
better constitutions than his own he had . fro- 
queiitly been a witness to: it was an enemy 
whose strength he had fully experienced^ bav^ 
ing baffled him over and over; death .was a* 
consummation, which in his own case was de^ 
voutly to be dreaded, though he could c6D<r 
template it with all due serenity in the case of 
others ; the flippant and contemptuous stile, iri 
which he had just then been talking of the do^ 
ties of religion, recoiled upon his thoughts so 
strongly, that his present sudden and unex* 
pected attack struck his conscience as a judgr 
ment, and most heartily did he wish he could 
recall what he had been saying to Henry : in 
the mean time the cold fit shook him worse 
and worse, whilst the active medicine rftii 
through his veins with awful omens of a erisft 

coming 
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Coming OD : he knew too well that the battle 
tiietween death and him mnst be a close one 
mud a short one, for, alas ! he was too fat for 
fligiht, and too fair a but for such a marksman 
not to hit Vanity might have held him up 
ia' the presence of a second person, bnt hfi 
toald not impose upon himself; and after a 
deep sigh he broke forth into the following me- 
lancholy soliloquy: — ^^^'What poor miserable 
mortals are we, who cannot foresee what may 
befall us for a moment to come! Here am I 
shivering and shaking, and perhaps upon the 
bed of death, whereas but a few minutes ago 
I thought no more of death than I did of the 
pope of Rome. But, to be sure, when a man - 
t» in perfect health, it is natural for him to 
keep such dull thoughts out of his head: it 
cannot be expected that one should be musing 
and pondering upon the other world, when 
one sees no present chance of going thither; 
whilst things are at a distance, it is not neces- 
sary to think about them. Ah! poor Zap- 
cAary, thou hast enjoyed a brave state of health 
aiid kept a merry heart till this sad moment; 
bnt art thou not an ass and a blockhead, not to 
rwollect that all flesh is mortal? Hast thou 
AM- had dealings enough with Death to be 
■^iir.sfto d6 aware 



._ ^ 



58 HfiNRT. 

aware of his slippery tricks? How many hmt- 
dred times has he made a fool and a false pro- |r 
phet of thee, by snapping up thy patients in a 
twinkling, when thou, silly Doctor, was bog- 
ging thyself in the credit of a cure, and hadst 
pronounced them out of danger? And why, 
above all things, should I be vapouring with 
this poor lad, and shewing off my courage 
at the expense of religion, which is about as 
wise a thing to do, as it would be to pluck a 
sleeping bear by the beard. I know my wife 
to be a slut and a sot, and no more of a saint 
than Judas Iscariot, but what then? Because 
she professes more faith than she has, why^ 
should I make a boast of believing loss than t 
do? Lord have mercy upon us^ nobody^ 
knows how soon he may be called away; and 
what a misfortune would it be to be taken off 
Justin the flush and flower of my business! 
If it would please God to take my wife 
first, it would be some comfort: I might 
then lead a quiet life, leave off practice, . 
and begin to think seriously of my latter end ; 
but, alas*a-day! I have now so many cus- 
tomers dying upon my hands, that I cannot in : 
conscience neglect their affaiis to look after 
my own. Of a certain, death is a serious 

thing 
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thing at the best^ and I have always looked 
grave a^t the fxineral of a patient; but when it 
comes to be one^s own case, it is interesting in- 
deed! Zooks! what a twinge in the bowels 
was there! Aye, aye, I feel it at work; the 
powder begins to stir; 'tis all for the best: the 
enemy is shifting his quarters. How many 
people might I have cured with this drug, if I 
had not had too much honour to dabble in 
qoack medicines! If I can but shake off this 
fit at once and get well, I shall have plenty of 
time to turn over these thoughts at my leisure." 
He now applied himself lustily to the bell 
at his bed^s head, for reasons that argued the 
necessity of dispatch. Old Bridget heard the 
summons, but was not in the same necessity 
to obey it: when at last she presented herself 
at the door, the Doctor^ whose anger had been 
up long before she was, greeted her with ft 
salutation not very courtly, demanding why 
she would hobble up stairs so slowly, when she 
might well conceive what a hurry he was in-^— 
^^Well," said she, "and now your hurry is 
over, what is it you want?** — "Barley-water 
and a bucket,** cried Zachary, ^^as quickly 
as you can, for a greater turmoil than is now 
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,10 my stomach the duck herself coaM hot 
make, if I had swallowed her alive when ^he 
flew out of the bank and soused me in the 
brook." 



CHAPTER K. 

DOCTORS DIFFER. 

There was ^ an old Scotchman, Alexander 
Kinloch by name^ who officiated in the like 
capacity under Doctor Cawdle as fVhcLchum 
did under SidropheL The care of the poorer 
patients in general devolved upon this deputy 
doctor, who, being an old limb of the faculty, 
was become so stubborn withal, that it 
seemed a point with him in practice con- 
stantly to take any road but that which he 
conceived his principal would pursue. No 
sooner had he been informed by Henry of his 
master's situation, and the medicine he had ad- 
ministered to himself, than, having taken twd - 
or three hasty strides about the shop, as if to 
give vent to his choler, he snatched down'aa j 
old plaid night-gown, which hung upon a p^^ 7 
and having girt it round his loins with a gr^ea '' 
worsted sash over a black cloth waistcoat, ta: ? 

which 
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^8tript himself for hisi^drk, he 
lOok to the shop, and imme- 
aded the stairs to the chamber of 
.lid. 
If Death had been disposed to have com- 
plimented Zachary with a visit, I qnestion if 
he could have taken a better figure for his pur- 
pose than what Alexander now presented to 
the sick man*s view, standing at the feet of his 
truckle bed^ arrayed in his rusty plaid, tall, 
squalid, begrimed with the dust of the mor- 
tar, a perfect skeleton with the skin on, and 
staring upon him with two lack-lustre eyes, 
that seemed buried in their honey sockets. A 
stronger contrast could hardly be found in hur 
man nature than might here be seen between 
i master and man; Zachary presented to the 
eye of the spectator a rotundity of figure, 
I which, though in the horizontal posture, as 
i now displayed, lost little, if any thing at all, of 
its perpendicular elevation from a given plane ; 
Alexander when erect upon his feet, being in 
the proportion of a foot to an inch in point of 
iltitade,^ when coitipared with the aforesaid 
Ziehary extended on his back; in few 
irords, the one stood in like relation to the 
other as the spiggot does tx> the tun.- 

".-;■:• Zachary 
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Zachary had no sooner caught a glimpse 
of Alexander s visage over the hillock of hnmao 
flesh, which intercepted nearly all th^ rest d 
his figure, and being now under the impressioo 
of a teiTified imagination, than he shook in 
every joint, and though he recognized his old 
acquaintance sufficiently to be satisfied that 
Death was not actually present in person, yet 
he was far from certain that he had not visited 
him by proxy; and in justice to Zachary it 
must be confessed, that a better proxy than 
Alexander, Death could no where have found, 
nor one to whom, upon long experience of 
past services, he could more safely have con- 
fided a commission, either general or special. 

The deliberation with which Alexander bad 
proceeded in his survey, (for it was a custom 
with him to let the sick man make his own 
complaints, by which he spared himself the 
trouble of finding them out) gave the Doctor 
time to rally his spirits so far as to assume an 
air of some composure, whilst he addressed his 
visitor as follows:-; — "Ah! Sawney, you find 
me here in a sorry pickle." — '^Aye, aye,** 
quoth the Scotchman, '^I can well enough 
scent the pickle you are in; you have been 
■scrubbing your intestines with that damn'd 
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lowder of poison, which L will maintaiD to be 
he vilest dust that ever devil blew into the 
Drains of a mountebank." — ^^ Verhuin sapienti^ 
friend Sawney,*' replied the Doctor; "I be- 
lieve I know something, and I believe you are 
convinced I do ; but surely yon forget to whom 
you are talking. What you say is very right, 
ooly you say it to the wrong person : every 
professional man, like you and me, will hold 
for the regular practice, and cry down quack- 
ery; 'tis his duty so to do, and as for these 
powders, I believe neither you nor any man 
living can say I ever administered them to pa- 
tient of mine since I was master of a mortar ; 
living or dying, my customers have been al- 
ways handled by me secundum artem : but the 
cook is not bound to eat his own porridge; 
Jteither am I, Zachary Cawdle, compelled to 
take my own physic; 'tis a foolish landlord 
that thinks to drive a trade by drinking out 
his own barrel." 

"Well, Doctor," replied Death's image, 
'^aince you are not to be advised, I shall only 
remind you of the old saying, ^ Physician, cure 
thyself." — "And I've good hope 1 shall cure 
ayself," returned the Doctor, " and speedily 
oe^ ibr I find 1 am wonderfully lighter since the 
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powders operated.** — "Twould be' wondar^ 
fill if you were not," quoth Alexander, "con- 
sidering how much of your cargo you have- 
thrown overboard." — " Better do that than 
let the ship sink," rejoined Zachary ; ^^ thafs 
a resource^ friend Sawney, which we, who ait 
full laden, have, and you, who are in ballast^ 
have not" — "Yes, truly," quoth Sawnej, 
"you have broke bulk with a vengeance, but 
by the ill favour of the hold I should doubt if 
you have clean bills of health on board yet 
Marry, joy go with you, master of mine ; if a 
swoln paunch, short neck, and wheezing lungs 
are symptoms of long life, yon are blest with 
them to your hearths content ; but I am of AtiB*' 
totle*s mind for that ; I agree with the old sage^' 
Hippocrates, and Galen, and Doctor Nicholaflt 
Culpepper, who, in his Last Legacy , bequeathed 
to his dear consort, Mrs. Alice Culpepper^fir 
the public good, recommendeth to such as be fat 
to eat three or four cloves of garlic every morn- 
ing with bread and butter, and fast two hours 
after it ; and he further saith, ^ Let their drink be 
^ water, wherein fennel hath been boiled, and 
'in a very small time it will ease them*." ' 

"What tell you me of Nicholas Culpiipi' 
per?" cried Zachary; '^he was' ndtfitoglikttf' 

than 
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thui a star-gazer and a quack. Will he give 
me a receipt to know whether a sick man like 
me shall live or die of the malady he is afflict- 
edwith?" 

^*That he will do,** cried Alexander, " by 
three several modes of process, and yon may 
take yonr choice of which you like best/' — " Let 
118 hear *em, let us hear *em all,** said the Doctor. 

" Primo^ replied Kinloch, " ^ Shave the 
' crown of your head, and lay upon the 
' shaved place rue stamped with oil of roses, 
' binding it on ; and, if you sneeze within six 
' hours after, you shall live, else not*.** 

'' Let him carry his own fooFs noddle to 
the shaver for me,*' answered Zachary ; " I'll 
have nothing to do with his rue and ruses. — 
What next ?** 

*^Secundo. * Let green nettles be steeped in 
V.the urine of him that is sick, twenty-four 
' hours. If they remain green and fresh, the 
' sick will live ; else it is all up with him*.** 

" Let him go to the devil with his nos- 
trpms,** quoth the Doctor, exalting his voice ; 
" 1 hope 1 shall live to steep the nettles upon 
his grave ; and now, Sawney, for the third and 
kxt, and then, let us have done with Nicholas 
uid his nonsense.** 

"Well, 
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" Well, well," said Sawney, with miKJi 
gravity, ** there are more secrets in natnre 
tfian you and I have hitherto fonnd out, bot 
you may take them or leave them. 1 sqaD 
tender you but one experiment more ; and let 
me tell you, master of mine, I should be very 
unwilling to put it to the proof in your cas^ 2 
for reasons, that I do not think it necessary to 
explain." — "Say you so, say you so?" cried 
Zachary, somewhat startled with this pre- 
amble; "then I perceive you thiak worse 
of my case than I do ; but what is your, ex- 
periment?." 

"This it is," answered the journeymaa 
doctor; " I give it you in Nicholas Culpepper's 
own words — * Tertioy Take the grease of a 
^ hog, and rub the body of any that is siiik 
^ against the heart and the soles of the feet, 
^ then throw the grease to a dog; if he eatjt, 
* the sick will live; if not, he will surely die/ 

"Are you sure," quoth Zachary, "that 
you have been correct in the particulars of 
this notable nostrum?"-—" Perfectly correct,** 
replied Kinloch; "I can shew it to you in Jbis 
book." — "Then I must own it to you," sai^ 
the Doctor, " it is an experiment I should not 
like to pledge my life upon: but some dc^ 

have 
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have stronger stomachs thau others; does he 

give no directions in that particular?" 

•* None,** replied the North Briton, ^' he speaks 
of dogs generically, not specifically." — "Then 
he is a booby and a blockhead for his pains^*^ 
rgoined Zachary; '^ would he have me throw 
such a pellet to a lady's lap-dog, that is fed 
nfon boiled chicken and sugared milk? The 
very thought of it has set my stomach a work- 
ing. Get thee out of my room, good Sawney, 
make haste and be gone, and pr*ythee give me 
some chance for recovery by forbearing to pre- 
scribe to me/' 

The deputy doctor now departed in a huff, 
and left Zachary to solicit, with the help of 
Doctor James, a kind turn from the only bet- 
ter friend in sickness, sleep ; bnt, alas ! though 
these two friendly restorers of tired Nature^ 
have been seldom found at distance from each 
other^ yet in the present case Zachary's 
temples conld take no rest; he was tormented 
with a racking head-ache and a throbbing 
heart: all his terrors now returned, and he 
again applied himself to the bell at his; bed's- 
head^ ringing it with might and main. 

"Law! Sir," cried Susan, as she entered 
his room^ "what a ringing you keep! assure 

as 
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as tan be, yoa'll wake my mistress, and #1 
will become of US then?** — "Yonr misi 
quotha!'' exclaimed the Doctor; '^yom* 
tress 18 a sow and a sot ; because she went 
to bed overnigtit, am I to lie and perish neztl 
morning for fear of waking her? I care QOti^j 
she never waked again, so I were ont of tim 
torment: Pr*ythee, my good girl, canst tfioif 
not think of something to ease me of tUi^ 
racking head-ache ? " . ' * 

'' I never had the head-ache in my life,*" re-~ 
plied Snaan. — " I wish from my soul you had if 
now for the first time, and I was quit of it,"^ 
quoth Zachary. ''If it plagues you so,** cried 
Susan,** ''why don*t you lay your head down' 
on the pillow and go to sleep; that's the way I 
get rid of all my troubles,** — " Get you gone 
for a goose," cried the Doctor in a rage, '* and 
send old Bridget to set the room to rights.**— 
" Foh ! ** quoth Susan as she went down stain, 
your head may well ache o*my conscience.** 
If one of my patients** said Zachary to 
himself, " consulted me upon a head-ache like 
this, I should make nothing of it : my business 
would be to give nature a fair field, and kt 
her fight her own battles : cooling drinks, with 
endive, succory, purslain, lettuce, or barley* 

water 
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rater with a little cinnamon, is the most I 

bould administer; but^ for my own part^ I wish 

a be well at once; for I have no time to 

ipare, and I hate pain/* 

. Daring this meditation, Bridget had been 

employed in removing nuisances; when the 

Doctor^ recollecting nothing in his own practice, 

that would serve the present pnrpose, and that 

old women frequently had nostrums that make 

quick work of what they undertake, repeated 

the same question to Bridget, that he had put 

with so little success to Susan. Proud to be 

consulted by so great a man as her master, 

the old wench immediately demanded on which 

side of his head the pain laid. *^On every 

»ide,** quoth Zachary, " and all over it.** — 

^'Then I can do you no good,** replied 

Bridget : '^ had the pain laid on the right side, 

I could have cured it with a comb made of the 

ri^thom of a ram ; if on the left, with one made 

of the left horn of a ram.*' — " Begone for an 

old fool^** cried the Doctor ; " if ram*s horns 

coold have cured me, I should have been well 

loQg enough ago.** 

Alexander KJnloch now re-entered the 
cb^msberj and with a solemn countenance in* 
fi)l9ie4 1 t^e Doctor that he had been sent for. 
U^flfyfi. Cawdle, whom he had found in her 

bed, 
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bed, grievously afflicted with the head-ache 
accompanied by a high pulse, dry tongue^ and* 
other febrile symptoms. ^^ I am glad of it 
with all my heart,*' exclaimed Zachary; '^and 
what have you administered to her?" — "No- 
thing,** replied Alexander, **till I consulted 
you; but upon inspection of the patient, I , 
should humbly conceive there is nothing so 
effectual to remove her complaint as evacna- 
tion and refrigeration.'* — " Then set about it 
thyself, friend Sawney," quoth the Doctor, 
"for I am in no condition to do either one 
or the other.'* — " I have noted with some 
concern,** resumed Alexander, " that the ce- 
phalaea, or head-ache, of which Madam com« 
plaineth, lieth not in the pericranium, or out- 
ward skin of the scull, but in the pia-mater, or 
in other words in that membrane, which 
knitteth the senses together, and lieth round 
the brain within the dura-mater; now it is 
a point agreed both by ancients and modems, 
that there are various sorts and descriptions 
of head-aches ; some possessing the whole 
head, others only half of it; some coming of 
heat, others of cold ; some of dryness, others 
of moisture; some arising from plethory or 
plenitude of blood, others from choler.'* — 

" Which 
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* Which will certainly be my case,** cried the 
Opctor, interrupting bim, ''unless yon bring 
rdiir discussion to a point.*' — '' I am hastening 
therenhto/* replied Sawney :" there are also 
3ead-aches, which proceed From windiness; 
rbjere are others caused of the stomach ; there 
ire head-aches symptomatic of fevers ; and lastly, 
there are head aches originating from drunken- 
ness, to which denomination I pronounce this 
of Madam Cawdle*s indisputably to belong.** — 
"Who doubts it?** cried Zachary: "then 
•rhy the devil didn't you come to it at once?** 
Alexander gave no attention to the Doctors 
impatience, but proceeded after his own man- 
mer — :'' Now the causes of this kind of head- 
ache are evident enough ; for hot wines, strong 
i^aters, and inflaming potations, fill the brain 
"^th vapours, and the brain of Madam Je- 
mima so much the more, inasmuch as I con- 
ceive it to be hot and adust by nature, having 
Doted upon examination that her os-triquetrum 
is close shut, and her sutoriums not remark- 
ably open; the beating or pulsation therefore 
is the greater in a scull so constructed, and of 
course the pain : the cure therefore consisteth, 
', B3 1 before said, in these two things, evacua- 
tion and refrigeration.'* — "Humph!** echoed 
^ Zachary, 



/ 
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Zachary, with a grunt. Alexander proceedadl>^ 
" Now of the former there are various modei^ 
whereby to administer relief, the choice of 
which I refer to you, as presuming you best 
know which process of evacuation is most 
consentaneous to the habits and constitution of 
Madam your spouse,** — " I beg to be excused 
from giving any opinion at all in the case,** said 
the Doctor. ^^As for the latter/* continued, 
the nostrum-monger, ^'namely refrigeratioDi 
the use of which is to drive back the vapours as 
they ascend to the head, I would recommend 
oil wherein ivy-leaves have been boiled ; with 
which to anoint the head, the temples, and 
the forehead.** — "With all my soul, repeated 
Zachary, **I approve much of your ivy- 
leaves ; they will be in their proper place upoa 
her temples, for by my faith, Sawney, Jemima 
is as true a Bacchante as ever brandished t 
thyrsus.*' 

Alexander had not yet run out his whole , 
tap, and resumed his discourse once more :— . 
"Now to prevent drunkenness in those, who, , 
are addicted to drink, is a grand desideratum : 
in physic; yet there are many medicines be- , 
queathed to posterity by the ancient sages fqr 
this purpose.*' — "But I hope you are ncrt 

going 
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joiti^ to emimerate them^** quoth the Doctor^ 
^finr I am out of all patience already.'* — 
'^Bciitfio!'* answered he; ^^then I will con- 
IttB myBelf to one alone^ which is simply thi»; 
^ Let the person so addicted eat six or seven 
Hbitter almonds every morning fastings drink 
^a'draBght of wormwood beer before any other 
'potations uid let there be infused therein a 
^sftudl portion of the ashes of swallows burnt 
^•ia a cmcible feathers and all.** 
• " Wcmnwood and burnt swallows ! " cried 
Ztehary, elevating his voice; ^'wbat devil of 
a doctor put that dose into your head? But 
laake her take it^ my good Sawney, and FU 
boQonr you for ever " — ■* I fear,** replied 
Slwney^ without paying any regard to the 
fioctor^s raillery, ''that swallows being now 
OBt of season and a bird of passage, we shall be 
defeated in liie main point of our experiment/' 
—"Then catch an owl,** rejoined Zachary, 
^and put him into your crucible: my life 
opon it he'll do the job as well : and hark-ye, 
Sswney, if you take a little modicum of the 
powdered owl yourself, it may help your wits 
and promote wisdom." — 'TU see what can 
be done,** quoth Alexander gravely, and 
departed. 

VOL. I £ CHAP- 
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CHAPTER X. 

ONE MORE DOSE THAN IS TO BE FOUND IN TUB 

DISPENSARY. 

The medical understrapper, who was' in-^ 
debted to Doctor Nicholas Culpepper's Last 
Legacy/ for every one of these nostrums, upon 
which he plumed himself so highly^ in ^ite 
of his masters irony, immediately set to work 
upon his embrocation of ivy-leaves and (A\, 
a business of no great difficulty, as there, 
was a certain mansion in the garden over*, 
grown with that simple, and no scarcity of 
good Lucca oil in the cupboard near at hand;,| 
but when he came to meditate upon a succe-,| 
daneum for the burnt swallows, even Zachary*8 
proposal of the owl as a locum-tenens was a^ 
staggering consideration, as being a bird of, 
night, whereas it was now unfortunately broad, 
day. In this dilemma seeing Henry in the 
shop, he abruptly demanded of him if he wanj^ 
a good hand at catching an owl: the youtl^:^ 
supposing he was bantering him, stared him q 
the face, and without giving any answer, w< 
about his business. The compounder 
medicines in the mean time cast his eyes ro«] 

the 
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; shop, as in despair of finding any substi- 
je for his pnrpose^ when in a lucky moment 
rtnne threw within his ken a dried lizard 
nging from the beam, which for time im- 
smorial had been the humble companion of 
sta£^ alligator and the egg of an ostrich. 
"Aha! my little crony," cried Alexander, 

he eyed the lizard with transport, "you 
d I must have a word together: come 
WB, for I have spied thee in tfafe very nick 
time." This said, he unhooked the little ani- 
il^ and examined him from head to tail: 

was as dry as the mummy of a patriarch ; 
crucible could have done the job more ef- 
toally; he was a perfect deodand in the 
ids of an experimentalist. *'Thou wilt pul- 
•ize most featly," quoth Sawney, " when I 
^e thee under the pestle ; but before I con- 
n thee to the mortar and reduce thee to 
it, let me ponder upon thy properties, and 

nothing without forecast and circumspec- 
n* Poisonous thou canst not be, for though 
have never eaten of thy species myself, I 
ow that others have. I have read that thou 
t a delicacy, a tit-bit, as I may say, at the 
bles of the Chinese, and if thy flesh be de- 
aite, thy dust cannot fail to be wholesome; 

£ 2 nay. 
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nay^ I doubt not bat it is medicinal, a d 

my very purpose, an absorbent, a repell 

antidote to drunkenness, for the Chine 

the soberest nation upon earth. Fll 

upon thee incontinently. But hold, hold 

ther am I running? Thou hast other yirt 

I could ' but recollect them ; there is 

thing more about thee; something I havi 

in learned authors of the back-bone 

lizard; and thine, Heaven be praised, 1 

cei ve is perfect and entire ; but whethei 

recorded as a provocative to incontinenc 

as a preventive, I cannot for the blood c 

to a certainty recollect : upon second thou 

I suspect thou art a stimulative; ad I 

sinner, I suspect thou art of a stirring qn 

for thy tail betokeneth it. Be it as it m 

will venture upon thee, for thou art a Ic 

little creature, and famed above all the n 

race for being the friend of man : therein 

wilt assimilate in property with thy pal 

for truly Madam Jemima is of an amorous 

moat incontinent propensity." 

This said, he took the animal by the 
and with an air of triumph hurled it intc 
mortar, covering it up, as well to concea 

trfejwnre from discovery, as to preserve it agi 

■ • 
inj 
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liniy. He now tnraed his band to the re- 
g^rating embrocation of oil and ivy-leaves, 
Hiob having put into a phial^ and properly 
}»^ledj he consigned to Susan, directing ber 
(VF. ta apply it to the temples and forehead 
Jner mistress: his next business was to take 
{^.bitter almonds out of the drawer, and in- 
Mie them in a writing paper labelled according 
Ibrm, and these deposited upon the counter, 
lerviilg them as an introductory kind of 
eamble to bis grand, arcanum now in ac 
ll ptojectioQy fot old Bridget had in charge 

pr^are the woitnwood-beer, so that all 
iflfds were now busy and the work was in 
rwardneas« 

Whilst Alexander was belabouring the 
aurd, for it was a tough morsel, Susan had per- 
mei her part, and so plentifully had she bes* 
ried the unction on the temples of the rubicund 
Ikodiante, that Jemima's face, thus vai*nish6d. 
l98ented to the beholder an entire mask of 
Hkibon foil, with the contrast of a pair of 
nKaous dark eyes, sparkling under the shaggy 
Mpy of two enormous brows of the same 
ibAiscan hue with the eyes they over- arched. 

. Her mahidjr, it' is tru^ was considerably 
Med, but whether it was owidg to the re- 

£ 3 frigerating 
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irigerating mixture^ or to a cordial dose of m^ 
seed, which she had jnst taken, is not for 
purpose to inquire. Alexander now 
Instily for Susan to administer the Intter 
moods, but Snsan was not to be fonnd; 
had walked into the village : Bridget was 
with the wormwood-beer, and as for hims6l|| 
he was still in warm action with the lisn^t' 
who shewed great antipathy to being pnlnd- 
rized, and tnade a notable defence against tiier 
incessant battery of miortar atid pestle. , 

What was to be done ? Henry was the only 
person nnemployed, bnt Henry had strong ok 
jections to any errand that was to carry him 
into Jemima^s bed-chamber. " If sncb "ht 
yonr scruples at starting/' said Kiulocfa, ^^I 
pronounce at once yon will never do for us hi 
our way of business: we must go to sU'pb* 
tients, and the sex of a sick person is the hit -, 
thing in our thoughts : are you afraid of riakr ' 
ing that smooth face of your's in your mii^ ' 
tress's room, and have you the conceit to thiiilE( j 
she will play the part of Pptiphar's wife?-] 
— " Stop your raillery," cried Henry, ^mt ■ 
spare youraelf the pains of a very clumsy aft** 
tempt at being witty, till I know what mj 
duty is, and then I shall obey it." 

He 
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He stept softly up to Zachary^s chamber^ 
bnt finding him asleep^ shut the door with 
great cantion^ and returned. Unwilling to re- 
new an altercation with Kinloch^ and finding 
that Bridget made altogether as light of his 
scruples^ he took the packet of almonds^ and 
iiaviiig gently given notice at Jemima^s door^ 
was no less gently invited to enter it. 

"I am ordered to bring you this medicine/* 
said he, '^ which Mr. Kinloch has prepared 
aad recommends yon to take.** — ^'Give it me 
into my hand,** said the dame, and at the same 
time taking it vt^ith one hand, and clasping his 
wrist with the other, she cast a look of kind- 
ness upon him, and said she did not doobt it 
would do her good, when tendered to her by 
him, though she had no faith in any thing of 
Sawney's prescribing. 

'' So saying she unfolded the paper, and to her 
otter surprize found that it enveloped only 
haif a dozen almonds, ^^ What does the fool 
mean by this?** cried she; "what good are 
these paltry things to do me? Let the old ape 
eM' "diem himself,^ and with that she flung 
them away ; " But you, Henry, you do me all 
the good in ' lifis ; your presence is a cordial, 
that revives my drooping spirits, and whether 

^ E 4 your 
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yoar master lives or dies^ depend npoo me, 
and yon will have nobody to blame bnt ;yoiir- 
self, if I do not prove the best of £riepdB to 
you ; ** in the same moment she raised herself 
on the bolster, reaching forth her arms^ as il 
she intended him the &vonr of 'an embrace. 

Henry, who saw her eyes flashings and-her 
face red and shining like a ball of fire^ sup- 
posed that she was in a high fever fit, and de- 
lirious: he gently entreated her to b^ more 
composed, whilst he ran down and called op 
those, who were better able to assist her. 
^^Stop, I conjure you,*' she exdaimed; ^if 
you fancy me in such a state of dangar^ can 
you bave the heart to leave me? — *^I will 
only leave you for a moment,** he replied^ '^till 
I fetch Mr. Kinloch.** — "Are you in your 
senses,** said she, '^to suppose that I can be 
comforted by the sight of such a scare-crow 
as old Kinloch?'* — ^^I want neither him nor his 
master, nor any of their potions, which I lothe 
and detest, and hold to be the vilest trash upon 
earth. Had I any body about me with half 
a grain of sense or feeling, I should want none 
of their assistance. You, Henry, have a hc^irt, 
or I am mistaken; you can understand wliat,J 
must endure in a family like this, and can.pi^ 

me; 



mQ; Could I bind yon to me by confidence, 
by favours, by affection, there is nothing I 
would not do to recompense and reward your 
attu^hment.** — ^'^ Madam/' replied Henry/* ^^ so 
long as I receive the wages of Doctor Cawdle, 
you are entitled to every service I can render 
yoUy consistent with honour and my duty to 
him." 

'^ Wl^at honour and what duty do you owe to 
to him, which you are not in an equal de- 
degree bound to fulfil towards me ? Nay, if you 
are not lost to every manly feeling, you will 
own that as a woman I have a superior claim 
to your attentions : if you are swayed by in- 
terest, can you hesitate between me and him? 
If yon are capable of being touched by a more 
generous passion, where can you more worthily 
bestow it, than on one who has no scruple to 
confess the impression you have made upon 
her heart?** 

** On your heart !" cried Henry, " is it pos- 
sible you can be serious in this declaration? 
inr am I only to regard it as the wandering of 
a feverish delirium?'* — ^* Regard it in no 
other sense,** she replied, ^'than as the frank 
coi^Bision of a woman, who is above the mean 
paictice of disguising what she feels, and 

E 5 whose 
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whose mind is made Dp to the cohyictimij 
that what nature dictates most be right.**— '^If 
that be your rule. Madam,** quoth Henry, 
^' you cannot be offended with me for adopt- 
ing it ; therefore, as my nature dictates to me 
the impropriety of holding any further con*^ 
versation with you upon this subject^ you 
will pai'don me if I cut it short and take my 
leave.** 

'^Perverse, provoking, obstinate, hard 
fate ! ** exclaimed the disappointed fair, as soon 
as he had departed ; ^^ thus is the patience of 
the saints for ever exercised by trials and 
temptations. But, thanks to the Spirit, through 
the assistance of grace, I have withstood the 
importunities of the flesh; I have wrestled 
with the wicked one, and obtained the victory. 
Now, Jemima, thou mayest rejoice and tri- 
umph" — here she burst into an agony of pas- 
sion, sobbing and weeping after a piteous sort, 
the tears trickling off her greasy cheeks like 
water from the feathers of a duck. 

Before this paroxysm was well over, Kin^ 
loch presented himself at her bed-side, gor^ 
geously arrayed in his robe of plaid, with the 
dose of wormwood-beer and lizard powder 
ostentatiously held forth in his right hand, 

whilst 
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whilst with the left be drew back tbe cnrtain, 
as if to give a richer pomp and greater flow 
of drapery to the introduction of his person^ 
and of the precious contents^ witb whicb bis 
goblet was charged. 

" I have brought it/' quoth the vaunting 
empiric^ *^with my own hands; a medicine of 
the rarest virtues ; the paragon of wonder-work- 
ing art ; a panacea to restore exhausted nature^ 
thoogh she were at the last grasp/' — ^^ Is the 
feUow mad?" cried Jemima: ''what is it 
yoa are talking about r" — ^^No matter, no 
matter,** replied Alexander ; " taste and try ! " 
with that he put the dose into her band. 
'^ What nasdness have you given me ?'' cried 
she; **.and what is it to do ?" — " It is," said be, 
'' an anti-inebriating julep, a sheatber of the 
spicnla, witb which inflammatory Uquors trans, 
fix the vitals ; I don't quite say it will make 
you immortal, but it will keep ofi^ death, 
though he were at tbe door." — ^^ Then take it 
yoarself, you skeleton," cried tbe dame; and 
forthwith voUied the whole contents of the 
potion in Alexander s face, who instantly, fled 
oat of the roQm, covered with tbe filthy mix- 
toie, iimttering and swearing he would sooner 

E 6 prescribe 



V 



I 



84 HSNRT. 

prescribe to the wbore of Babylon, than nxk; 
a dranken vixen as she was. 



CHAPTER XI. 

MEDITATIONS IN A KITCHEN. 

When Jemina was left to reflect seriooslf 
upon the rebuff she had met from H^iry^ and 
found it no longer possible to torn it to bor 
credit by any sophistry or self-delusion, that 
her vanity coald suggest^ nothing remained 
bat to soothe herself with schemes and pro- 
jects of revenge ; and in the conrse of theief 
meditations it naturally occurred to her, that 
whilst she kept so fine a girl in her service 
as Susan May, she would never be without 
a rival in her own family; and as this wai' 
not the first mortification of the sort she had 
encountered since that girl had been about ber 
person^ she began to think that in good po» 
licy she could not be too quick in getting rid . 
of her. The question however had its can as 
well as prOf for Susan was a decoy-duck, that 
brought game to the net, as in tiie instance of. 
the afore-4nentioned Justice Blachford, who 

found 
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md it irbrth his while to bestow many cour- 
^os attentions upon the mitititss^ by way of 
tsqne to his. approaches in another quarter; 

Althongh few gentlewomen in Mrs. Caw- 
1^*8 drcmnstances would have had the conde-"^ 
insion to be so explicit with a ' servant just 
ed into tbeir family, yet that gracious per- 
lage, mindful, no doubt, of the time when 
i iierself took post in that low order of so- 
tyi had neither that pride of virtue nor that 
icacy of sentiment about her to be wounded 
reflections of this sort ; faithful to her ah- 
Btlmbits^ she was in the practice of plun deal- 
^ oir those occasions where other ladies use 
BMhy and by making her wishes well under- 
od was sure of bringing them to a speedy 
ae at all events, and avoiding that most" 
infol of all situations^ a state of expectation 
i' suspense. At the same time, when those 
ihoB' were crossed and thwarted, the good 
lyliflld'flt' due sense of her own dignity, and 
wnteri^ a disappointment with as much spirit 
i'faer warmest admirers could wish her to 
fe*| aend^ never wlis this spirit more tho- 
B^y esiHed forth than at tb^ present mor 
dft by' HMry^s unaccountable neglect of her 
ost gracicnnr advances; a circumstance that 

seemed 
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seemed to run connter to all calcnlatioii; for 
who so unlikely to withstand temptation as .n 
creatm:^ destitute of every things and without 
a friend upon earth? The greater therefore 
mnst be her mortification to find her wishes 
thwarted and her favours rejected by one so 
circnmstanced, and that in a stile so peremiH 
tory and determined, as left her no hope of anc* 
ceeding in any future attempt. She could not of 
course fail to see how much it was for her rqiosey 
as well as for her dignity, to put him out ci 
sight by an immediate dismission, in which she 
had little fear of being over-ruled by her hus- 
band, who could hardly be said to have even 
a secondary authority in the afiairs of the &- 
mily. 

Whilst these resolutions were forming h 
the bosom of the indignant dame, Henry's 
thoughts were employed upon measures for 
anticipating their execution by a voluntary se^ 
cession, for it seemed to him inconsistent widi • 
propriety to remain any longer in his present • 
service: his mind trained in the principles^ 
honour, and tmcontaminated by impure cob*". 
nections, revolted from the idea of taking* 
wages from the husband and bribes from iJbcif 
wife ; his experience of adversity, thou^ riiclr^it 

had 
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bad been severe; it had pleased Heaven to 
plunge him at once into distress and poverty, 
against the force of which his former habits and 
education had not fbrnished him with any of 
those resources, which men taught to hibour 
from their birth are provided with ; and of the 
world at large he had as little knowledge as 
any being could well have, who had lived in 
civilized society for his term of years : still he 
was resolute to preserve his integrity and com- 
bat his hard fortune as he could ; and whereas 
the very same difficulties had now fallen upon 
him in this his second service as he had en- 
countered in his first, he saw no encourage- 
ment to seek a place in any family, where he 
was liable to be entangled in the snares of the 
fair sex; to put himself therefore effectually 
out of their reach, there seemed no way so 
boDourable as by enlisting himself in the first 
vecmiting party he could meet : here he fore- 
99W that those gifts which Nature had bestowed 
npoii him would no longer lead him into em- 
bimissments, but on the contrary might ope- 

inte to his advantage : to the service of his 
tiog be determined to devote that person, 
^vladi, in his present course of life, seemed 
ru liUy to involve him in a continual series of 
al stm^les 



/ 
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Straggles and perplexities ; when crowned 
the cap of a grenadier, he flattered himself hie 
should be no longer courted by any miatresi 
bat glory, and to her solicitations he might 
safely commit his honour and his conscience# 

In the pursuit of these meditations he had 
already passed sonie solitary minutes, whilst 
old Bridget was occupied elsewhere; when Sasn 
May came in from her walk to the yillage, and 
took her seat beside him. In the course of 
the conversation that ensued, Henry did not 
disguise from her his intention of quitting his 
present service, though of his motives he dM 
not speak ; these however Susan was at no loss 
to conceive; the experience she had of her 
mistress's character, and the manner in which 
Henry evaded her question, assisting her con- 
jectures ^b as to give her a sufficient insight 
into the real cause of his disgust. She felt too 
strongly in l^er own heart the emotions ivhidi 
a person like'Henry*s was capable of inspir- 
ing, not to credit her mistress for the like sen^ 
saiions ; she spoke of her without reserve, and 
pronounced upon his motives with such confr 
dence, as soon as she understood he had at^ 
tended upon her with her medicines, thiaft 
though she could not' bring him to confeiskHijf 

she 
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she took his silence for assent, and proceeded 
wkhont intermption till she had exhausted her 
eloquence on the subject. 

When he told her of his intention to enlist, 
she sighed, and said she knew too well what 
^hardships a soldier sn£Fered, for she bad bad a 
brother in the iarmy, as fine a yonng man as ever 
was seen, but he was now no more; he was 
killed at. the siege of Gibraltar, in a sally upon 
the Spaatsh lines; she hoped that Hetiry 
wo«ld not run such a desperate course; for 
her part she did not see the necessity there 
was for his leaving the Doctor's service merely 
becftdse her mistress had whims in her h^, 
whi<&, when she was more calm, would pro- 
bably subside; she must own it was extremely 
natural that so handsome a young man shoidd 
be ackmred by the women; it was what he 
must expect, go where he would, but then it 
was always in his power to return it or not, as 
his inclination prompted him ; and though it 
was against nature to suppose he could ever 
throw away his regards upon such an object as 
her. mistress, yet had it been a case where ages 
were snitable, and love was on both sides, she 
^ took .for granted the same schiples would not 
^; have operated; for an attachment of that sort 
sV *:. : she 
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she observed was quite another thing from 
selling himself to such an old cat as her mis- 
tress. 

"Foh^'* cried Henry, "all the money in 
the world wopld not pay me for such a sacri- 
fice.** — " No, to be sure," replied Susan, 
"love makes all the difference in life: every 
kindness that does not come from the heart 
costs one a pang; but to the man we love, 
Oh! Henry, that woman*s heart must be as 
hard as marble who can refuse him any 
thing.** 

As she said this she leaned her head care- 
lessly on his shoulder; it was one of those 
movements that intend a great deal and profess 
to mean nothing; but whilst she was sitting in 
this attitude, enveloped in the contemplation 
of one of the finest countenances in nature^ 
behold I on a sudden one very little resem*' 
bling it, the property of Alexander Kinlodby 
presented itself to her view, that learned p^^ 
son having silently crept into the kitchen and 
surprised them in their conference. lU 

" Aha 1 my young spark ! *' quoth the i»^ 
terloper, " is it thus you pass your tim^v 
whilst I am toiling like a galley-slave at an:" 
oar till my fingers cling to the pestle ? I ha/ve 

been 
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heeti wanting yon in the shop ; here are medi- 
cines to take ont, and plenty of bosiness to be 
done, when you are at leisure to pot yoar 
hand to it ; but at present I perceive yon ore 
engaged^ and in a way, let me tiell yon; that 
iS' more likely to make work for the Doctor 
than to do any/' 

Snsan turned her eyes npon the speaker, and 
with a smile that wonld have softened the heart 
of Herod, apologized for Henry by taking all 
the blame to herself: — ^^*I was telling him,** 
said she, '^ what a kind sonl yon are, and what 
a world of knowledge he may gain from yonr 
instmctions, if he will b\it stay amongst us ; but 
indeed and indeed my good Mr. Kinloch, I 
am afraid there will be no living in this house 
for any of ns long, if my mistress is to go on 
at this rate." 

This was touching the very master-string of 
KinIoch*s mental machinery, who hated Je- 
mima as cordially as he loved to bear his own 
praises. Susan had ingeniously contrived in a 
short compass to give him a small remem- 
brance- of both; the consequence was an in- 
stant truce between him and Henry, who was 
nevertheless constrained to be a patient hearer 
of s long and furious philippic from the jour- 
neyman 
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neyman doctor^ in whidi he belaboured pooV ' 
Jemima without mer6y, and not the less ^ I 
mlently for the affiront she had so lately pilt 
upon him, when she returned the potion tpotf 
his hands, which he had compounded widt 
such care and skill. Not that his matioA 
consisted, like some that might be naoie^ 
of one continued strain of invective, for on 
the contrary it was relieved every now abj 
then with a strong dasfh of the psjoegftk^ 
of which he was himself the sole herb, ob 
all which occasions he took especial ttxt 
to contrast the brilliancy of his own chanuv 
ter by throwing that of his master Zadnuf 
into shade ; and in truth there was no oAtf 
way of bringing the weight of their redpectiTp 
abilities to any thing like a balance but thii 
which Alexander adopted for making his bwn 
scale equiponderate, by borrowing from that 
which else would have caused him to kick 
the beam. 

When he had pretty well exhausted thecsp 
talogne of Jemima's failings, and added a feir 
more items to the account of his own per- 
fections, than a less partial calculator wodd 
have discovered, the tempest of his wrath 
subsided into so perfect a calm, that he bi^an 

to 
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to xally die yoftng people in a strain which he 
mistook for hnmonr ; and when he understood 
from Snsan that Henry meditated a hasty re- 
treaty he heartily joined her in persuading him 
not to quit the post he had taken, where 
audi mighty advantages might be reaped by a 
diligent attention to the instructions he should 
ffiVe him, and by the opportunities he would 
haye of seeing the art practised in its greatest 
perfection : — '^ I own to you,*' said he, " that 
there is something to get over before you can 
submit to serve a woman like your mistress ; 
for whether it is your lot to fall into her good 
graces or her ill ones, she is equally intolerable. 
As for the Doctor, poor man, he is a mere 
cipher in the house, and pretty nearly so in 
his profession; the weight of that rests upon 
me; so that with him you will have little 
to do and less to learn ; with me you will 
have enough of both: but you well know 
there is no learning without labour, as Aris- 
totle wisely observes; therefore courage, my 
good lad, think no more of the troublesome 
woman above stairs, who has thrown away 
the only chance she had for a longer stay in 
this world by rejecting a medicine that might 
hare wrought wonders in her constitution; 

but 
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but she was unworthy of it, and 'tis happy 
for the world that I had reserved enough cf 
the inestimable drug of which it was com- 
pounded to make experiment on another pa- 
tient, whose case exactly tallies, being as great a 
sot as herself, and as far gone in the disorders 
incidental to this fatal propensity.** 

Alexander now produced a phial containing 
the ashes of the lizai*d steeped in wormwood- 
beer, and delivered it with many charges to 
Henry, directing him the strait road to the 
George and Dragon ale-house, where he was 
to give it into the hands of Dame Dnnckley, 
the hostess, whose stomach, after all the hard 
services it had gone through in the course 
of her profession, wa3 no«v destined to en- 
counter a dose that might have discomposed 
the nerves of a stone-eater. 

With this important commission Henry set 
forward towards the ale-house, and Susan, at 
the summons of the. bell, to attend upon her 
mistress. 



END OF BOOK THE FIRSF. 
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BOOK THE SECOND. 

CHAPTER I. 

£ASONS FOR WRITING AS FAST AS WE CAN. 

[OSK rales which a well-bred man lays down 
himself when he engages in the difficult 
k of telling a long story about persons un- 
3wn to the circle he is in, may with equal 
»priety be adopted by an author in the cou- 
rt of a novel : both pursue the same object, 
1 both incur the same risque of failing 
the pursuit, which certainly requires a con- 
arable share of management and address to 
ceed in. 

A story will infallibly disgust if it is told in 
gar and ill-chosen language ; if interlarded 
h affected phrases, or florid descriptions, 
it advance no interest ; if it is delivered in a 
lantic laboured stile, unsuitable to charac- 
8 in familiar life ; if it substitutes dull jokes 
i ribaldry in the place of wit and pleasantry ; 
the teller either digresses too often from the 
m subject, or dwells too long and circum- 
stantially 
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stantially upon matters not snfficiently impcN^j 
tant or amusing ; in short, if it fails in any 
those requisites that should keep tfaci at 
wakeful and alert, it is a bad story, and 
teller has wilfully brought himself into 
grace with his hearers by cheating them 
dieir expectations and abusing their 
gence. 

So is it with the novel 'writer ; the 
faults will be punished with the same 
tempt. 

Be the matter ever so interesting, which fidli|] 
to the task of any one man to relate in pnl 
company, he will naturally be ashamed o^j 
keeping their attention too long upon di^i 
stretch ; and if he cannot prevail upon othcv; 
tongues to move, yet in good manners anii^ 
common delicacy, he will contrive to make 
some breaks and pauses in bis narrative, whidi 
may give relief to the ear, and some degree of 
relaxation to the mind. This seems generaliy' 
understood by the novel-writer, who by die 
distribution of his matter into books and chap-^ 
ters, tenders to the reader in his several stages 
so many inns or baiting-places by the way^-' 
where he hangs out a sign that there is rest- 
at least to be had for the weary traveller. 

An 
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: An emincDt author, whose talent for norel* 
Tithig was*^ nneqnalled, and whose anthority 
Dgfat greaetly ' to weigh with all who succeed 
hn in the same line, furnished his baiting- 
iaoes.'with such ingenious hospitality, as not 
bly to supply his guests with the necessary 
smissions : from iatigne, but also to recruit 
lem with viands of a very nutritive as - well as 
ilatable quality. According to this figure of 
leech, (which cannot be mistaken, as alluding 
»■ his prefatory chapters) he was not only a 
Meant facetious companion by the way, but 
ted the part of an -admirable host at every 
le of the inns. Alas ! it was famous tra- 
iling in his days: I remember him. (nil well, 
id despair of ever meeting his like again, 
pon that road at least. 

Others there have been, and one there was 
' the same day, who was a welUmeaniog civil 
ol, and had a soft simpering kind of address, 
lat took mightily with the ladies, whom he 
ntrived to usher through a long, long journey, 
ith their handkerchiefs at their eyes, weep- 
g and wailing by the way, till he conducted 
lenij at the close of it, either to a ravisbn^ent or 
fimeral,* or perhaps to a madhouse, where he 
VOL. L F left 
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left them to get^«s Aef omlL Hein|i 
dianniog mao, and Iwd a deal of ^nfiNi^ 
the other's was the 4ioiiae that I jfreqaentdiMl 

There was a diird, aooiewliat posteriid 
time^ not in talents, who was indeed a i0l|| 
driTer, and rather too severe to hb 4mttlerii 
in faith, he carried ns on at a merry paceoM 
land or sea; nothing came anuss to hiin, hA 
was np to both elements, anda match tatwl 
tnre in every shape, character, and ifsgm 
he was not rery conrteons, it mnst be ami 
for he had a capacity for higher 'dungs, si 
was abore his business : he only wanted a Vti 
more snaytty and discretion to have figon 
with the best. 

With these I shall stop; for another 0i 
wonld bring me into company with idle Uvisj 
and of my partiality for my contemporaries 
am too conscioos to put my judgment to d 
risqne of criticbm, which may not be wt 
indulgent to mistakes of the heart The 
and myself I implicitly resign to the fkYoll 
and protection of those public-spirited inspc 
tors of literature, who undertake the labcnriai 
task of reviewing every thing we write, m 
who understand so well the policy of the wi 
Lacedaemonians, that no sooner do they Jig 

np< 




llq^ )dhMrilaWy Bfevangle Stiontri^^ and do not 
■k^ sorffhre l» diagcMs ua wttii ipMterity. 

IB BKirgr^otheo^ait jki;g09.tbfin^ any 
Bs, upon whoM k iaUfl» isjept ito call it 

tjff nsbcn use are aent ito tbe trank-mnioer 
Imi the |MBtrywcook to /dri w :tiie best baigaia 
Utrcao for ?oiir {Koperfaj^, ibefere it ia tomed ^irer 
^lAe frorma, who .thm xioiy take ua into 
HMftog when nobody ebe will: but aach ia 
pivrobatinacy notwidiatanding, that it seems aa 
Knae.apitefally wrote the more in contradio- 

to Mr real fnenda, who fairfy tell m we 

at write at all. 

Hofwever, at the very worst, we can always 
Ijkaw this consolation iboni our fanlts, that onr 
JIfad correctors have had infinite pleasure in 
ftklmg them out; for snrely if the discovery 
Mre pain, no man would voluntarily engage 
-m the search. 

ly There ia also another cheering reflection 
we have to feed upon^ which is, that those 
«diora, who shall follow us in point of time, 
4rill fiill short of us in point of merit. Homer 
iiinself tells us this, who, aa an Epic poet, was 
Midiy interested to hold up hia heroes as high 
li he oould, and yet is compelled to confess 
.: , f2 that 
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that the pdtiog tbey bestowed. b poo eaob J 
other wai bat childrni'i pla^ compared ^ 
■what their fkthera codM do at that sport. Kdv 
it it dear, that from Homer's dajr to the p^ I 
aent hoor there hat been a gradnal fallii^c^l 
in the hnmao powers, mental and' bodily ; frosi 
which I infer that the novel last written mx] 
alwaya be presumed the wtxHt that ever wa 
written; and therefore that it behovea era; 
writer, and myself amongtrt the rest, to write 
as ^t as ever we can, for the longer we are 
about it the worse it will be. And this k- 
minds me that I onght to bring this chapter to 
a conclnsion, and attend to the hihtory, which, 
in the meantime, has been stan^g still, aod 
cannot profit by a panse. 



THB HISTORY GOES TO THE ALEHOUSE.— BEIM. 
HORRID A BELLA 1 

At some distance from the honse of Doc^ 
tor Cawdle, and in the centre of the vi- 
lage, there was a spacious green, round whi^ 
the cottages were scattered in irregular gronpci, 
and amongst these the hiUiitation of AlexandtT; 
Kinlocfe'l* 
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Zacharf she cmild w&t aocoonty ibe 'wemi ^ 
that event not htmag Tcadied her CHn« * Hii# 
Icmg had he beeo with Doctn* Carwdie^ WfeiN 
did be come from^ What ivaa his AumI 
llie very little inteUigenee she gadMKtd' fiiil' 
these questions did not discoon^ her ftitf 
stiD going on to ask-^If he knew whai dw M# 
in the phml wm? Did be mdce it vp^ ^#i^ 
Kinkich? — Risdoch m«de k np^ and^ he<kMi^ 
nothing about it — ^By this time she had diawa 
the cork, and was smeHing to it.-^^Phol|!^ 
cried the dame, ^"^a dog woald not swidUfa^ 
this: what does he mean by sendine saiv 
poisonons stnff? carry it back to Uke ctf 
Scotchman, and bid him take it himsdf, JUlP 
In have none of his nastiness.**--^ FadUiiP 
me there,** repKed Henry; ^^I carry oot phytte 
from the Doctot*, but I bring none back.** * '1 
''No, no,** cried Nathaniel, the Faikdlcif^ 
that would be carrying coals to Newcasths,'!! 
the saying n ; you are in the right there^ 1ii^ 
*■ .^ - ' ee you are a knowing lad, and haVe j;^ 
At son. ^ ^i^^dy. Pt*ythee, where did'^ 
tor Cawd.^^^ j)^^^^ ^.^^ ^^p J ^j^ 

lage, there .doner.-*— •* 1 suppose it can Bitf 
the cottages v^ ^^^^ ^„ ^^^ j ^^^^^ 

and amongst t u|,q^ j ^^ ^^ LbndotKn^Jl 

have 



nc doM my trrandy and I bdjere that is^all 
iT meed pwfr. b^weea. yoa and me for the 
ssent."-^'' By the living^** repeated IS^atha- 
i^^^jom are frdeep^oae} I warrant me you 
•e been al qnestioa aod answer before no w, 
i will be again ere longis bat have a care 
pjntioe don*t ky hia fingera npon yon ; 'fore 
ovge^ yonlt fiod it no easy jdb to get out of 

\ Aaragst the people^; wba wer^ drinking,. 
He «M.nne. in a 8ailar*8i jadMt, who went by. 
pruicfaiame of Bow8«y> a.bold and rescflnt^ 
(mt^ who oeeasionally used the aea, and at 
iprvali returned to bit- parish to make ^raste 
bbk earnings, and. raiae what tontribntiona he? 
K^ qpon the neighboiirbpo4k by snaring, 
mOf or any other pili^^iag and ^HegsX de- 
edattfliia, which h^ (Mid tmm hi^ bapd to^ 
im Bowsey was tbie terroir of all hia indoa- 
bna migfaboirB, and the fiaivonriite of a)l the 
m oeea^ No man handled a fighting cock 
le. Bowsey; and at this conntry raoea he 
,wked aboqt liata of the sporting kidie9 
ab-nntversal appianae ; at. Mr9 ^nd markets 
horied gingerbread and anng ballads with 
ad ddal^ at bmdngHna^hef ha waa in his e^ 
pM^ ^ bottUhholdcr gwemd to^a^ bmia^w i 

F 4 in 
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in nine-pin allies, footbelly hortle-cap, wd 
every drnnken gambling sport or fniy^ Bamtj 
was without an equal. ... c/;,^r 

This ingenious person, whose attadiment'ls 
Justice Blachford was pretty much of tfe 
sort with what the devil is vulgaiiy- mwIMie 
have to holy-water, bad no sooner heacdde 
landlord out, than turning to him wkh-tt' 
angry look and surly voice, he reprimsttdiil 
him for his contemptuous treatment " of a 
stranger, who had given him no ofifeDo^- de- 
manding of the company round, if any .mm 
had a right to be called a rogue, till he wu 
found out to be one.-^A nod of assent fnm 
the tiplers present encouraged him to prodeed^ 
— *' And who but a scandalous fellow would go 
about to blast a-poor lad*8 character for<notfaifl^ 
but because he would not plead to jfronr 
damned impertinent questions ? And wfay 
threaten him with Justice Blachford ? i ;We 
all know what he is : many an honester mb 
than himself has he committed to prison.V^ 
'^ 'Have a care master Bowsey,*' quodi :idie 
landlord, *' what you say of Justice Blachfmi; 
keep a good tongu(^ in your head, if y^.m 
wise> for hiis worship^ let me tellyou> tuusrioog 
ears.** — "Yes,** cried Bowsey, ^^and- sbttjp 

eyea 
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eyes oiter every yoang wench in the neigb- 
bonrhood ; we all know well enoogfa that be 
has his lurchers and spies about day and nighty 
SD that a man cannot stir a hand, but he has his 
fetters upon him; if you say a word, friend 
Donckley, he would stop your licence, and rob 
you of your livelihood, therefore you are in 
the right to be wary; but I value not his 
fkvoar at a rush ; what I say, Fll say to his face.*" 
Then turning to Henry, who stood beside him, 
be exclaimed, ^^Come, my hearty follow, dpn't 
be cast down by any thing they say ; keep a 
good heart, and set them at nought, for I am 
your friend, and let me see the man who dares 
to afiinont you.** 

These words were scarce out of his mouth, 
when a company of young men entered the 
alehouse kitchen in a riotous manner, amongst 
whom was Tom Weevil, the niiller^s son, 
whom Henry had the scuffle with at the ford. 
The death of his dog, ^nd the disgrace be fell 
iato on that occasion, still rankled in his mind, 
and he had now set out with a full resolution to 
wreak his vengeance upon his antagonist, for 
which purpose he had brought a parcel of his 
cronies to back him: with these fellows he 
bad been taking a cup to give a spur , to his 

F 6 courage, 
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courage, and |Klt spiritt in liUii for tfae en-- 
connter. No sooner, thierefore, had he set tifHf 
upon the object of his resentment, than be Be^: 
gan to assail him in the most dpprobrioor 
terms, bestowing many hard names npon Jum, 
and challenging him to fight it out ikirtyoa 
the green before the door. 

The meekness of Henry's expostnlaticMr. 
had no other effect, than to provoke a f orred^ 
of oaths and diefiances, repeated in hngoage the : 
most insulting, and echoed by his colleagues,- 
who played the part of chorus to the leading 
strain. Nathaniel Dunckley^ the host, who 
had been an approving hearer of all the fed 
words, which the miller had so liberally be- 
stowed upon the unoffending stranger, and who 
was well disposed to put the worst interpi^eta- 
tion upon his patience, now began to triumph 
in his turn, and to plume himself on his sa- ^ 
gacity in having spied out the traces of ff 
rogue in the most innocent countenance in 
nature. In the mean time Bowsey, who had 
not the smallest objection to a battle, especially-" 
where he was not to be principal, begad tff 
exalt his voice amidst the uproar, and/to:^ 
blui»ter in behalf of the weaker party, whom ' 
he how declared to be his fnend, and one that ^ 

he 



le^wonU Mtstmif if he woolil tarn out agaiiwt 
nScMri^ whom ha retorted upea with the inpre 
icffiBMniy, as ofrtng him an old ^udge on 
pMt Bocoonts. ' 

- The yoongmtllery who found himself in 
Bi: strong miyoriiy, and . well biMiiked by erery 
body aboot faim» answered Bowaey in hb own 
italn^ telling him, that he knew well enongh 
vvhy ha was so spitefbl itgainst him, becanse 
he hadcanght him at his pilfering tricks> and 
de a tio y e d the trimmers and thie^^ he bad 
Mt. ki: the riTer; '* but I giye yon fair warn- 
iif , 'my master," added he with an oath, 
^that tile very next time I trap you at that 
sport, yon shall swing for it like a rogue as 
you are. 

. Bowsey, not the less galled by this charge 
far knowing it was true, grew fnrious with 
nge, and . shaking his fist at him in a threat- 
emng attitude, bade him take heed what he 
md, for diongh he was now in the midst of 
hii myimidons, the time woold come when 
he sbqnM find an opportunity to make him 
Jiipent of his Tapouring, whidi, he might de*- 
pend upon it, should not go nnrereaged, 
^ShaoM upon youT cried dame Dunckley, 
the diimney comer, ^^ would you go to 

F 6 murder 
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mnrder the yoang man for • speaking the 
troth ? Take notice, neighbours, and remefnbfli 
what he says : *tis a pity bnt the jnstioe head 
it** The justice did not hear it, but there wm 
some who did, and as his house was no fbrther 
off than across the green, the hint, if weU 
understood, had not for to travel, and tfaoe 
is reason to think it found the road .thidar 
very speedily, and without any loss bythe wigr; 

Henry, who found himself unintentioaall^ 
a witness to conversation, for which he had no 
relish, was in the very act of retiring -out of 
company, when his challenger caught him by 
the arm, and in a bullying tone peremptorily 
demanded if he would turn out like a mBD, 
and set to upon the green, or sculk.like a 
coward from a fair proposal, and be kicked 
about the house. This was seconded by t 
loud shodt from the party, and even Bowscf 
s^med abashed, being awed into silence by 
the prospect of half a score stout cudgeUy 
brandished in the air, and ready to execute 
aiiy kind of vengeance, that might be required 
of them by the champion of the gang. 

"You inay quit your hold of me,** mA 
Heury to the miller, "for I shall not nfO 
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\wnj from any mail) who threatens me with a 
dcking. If yoQ really mean to pot it into 
secntion^ I hope these gentlemen at your 
beck will leave yon to yourself, and not assist 
in the doing it : they may shout on your side, 
ind brandish their sticks as much as they 
please,, but even that is not very manly, con- 
ddering I am here a. stranger, . and without a 
iriend, except this single man, who seems to 
iB¥e drawn himself into danger and ill-will, 
ly taking part with the weaker side, and stand- 
i^ forth in my defence. Whether I deserve 
:hi8 treatment for what passed between us at 
lie mill, yon may ask your own conscience ; 
1 \8hall make no appeal to a company like 
diia, who seem determined to bear me down, 
rightior wrong, by noise and numbers. Take 
notice, Mr. Weevil, that if I was one of those 
iriio make boxing a science, I should be war- 
mated in declining your challenge, for you 
are in all respects above my match^ heavier, 
aod stronger j and taller than me ; but never- 
didess, if you are determined to have me out| 
don't be at the trouble of kicking me, for 
that may: be fatal^ to one of us in a .room like 
(ins, .and probably not vei^y pleasant to. the 
nirinas of the house :. go forth into the green^ 

choose 
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choose yoar ground, and T IK take mj dumee 
for a beating, rather thian be kicked ioto oo»*' 
rage, which is a discipline I am not used to, 
and have no stomach for.** 

A mnrmnr ran throngh the crowd, thsit 
wonld have been applause, if there had not 
been something nearer to their hearts, than 
jostiee or generosity. Hie ymmg miller atept 
forward, and drawing a canvass purse cml of 
his pocket, emptied its contents npon the., 
table, in gold and silver, to no trifling amount, 
and vauntingly called upon Henry to stake all^ 
or any part, of the amonnt upon the battle. 
Wh«Di this was altogether declined on the pert 
of Henry, he gathered np his cash again, 
while dame Dnnckley from her wicker chair, 
like the Pythia irom her tripod, prophetically 
exclaimed, ''What should you fight for, ye 
foolish boys? mind, if yon don't driiw the 
justice out of his den upon you both/* The 
voice of divination was not heard; the die: 
was cast for battle, and forth rushed the whde- 
company npcm the green. 

Now Rowsey was in his element : provided 
with a bottle of water in one hand, a ookxuMi 
handkerchief and a lemon in the other, .be 
sallied forth upon the field of battie, taking: faii^ 

champion 
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ipion under the arm, and as thejr walked 
: from the crowd, whispering many sage 
DM^ons into his ear, where to place bis 
8 with best effect, and pointing ont cer- 
yftaf parts, where a well-directed stroke 
it eflectnalfy disable his antagonist, and 
-e the ' victory. In this howev^ the pro- 
r and the pnpil did by no means agree ; 
eance nnkled in Bowsey's breast ; courage 

humanity held divided empire in the 
: of Henry. ''Be content,** he replied, 

firil him without maiming him ; he is 
! dian half tipsey, and will be ont of 
h in a few minutes ; 'twould be a sin to 
him : boxing has been a kind of boyish 
ise with me, and I never yet practised it 
rath, much less with misdiief and ran- 
in my mind : my aim will be to avoid his 
s, and let him best himself.** — '^Don*i 
i too sure of that,** replied Bowsey ; '' I 
^ his way of fighting, for I have taken a 
[' or two with him myself; he strikes as 
as the kick of a horse.***— Henry now 
off his jacket, and recollecting a large 
-knife, whidi be wbre in the side-pocket 
s breeches', delivered it to Bowsey, ob« 
ig tliat it might hart bim in hisr falls: 

and 
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and being now divested of all weapons bat 
what nature had given him, he advanoB^ 
cheerfally to the ring, where hi» brawny op* 
ponent, like another Goliath^ stood encirdatf 
by his Philistines, and whom he now ap^ 
proached with a complacent smile, tenderiiig 
bim his hand, and saying — ^^Come, millsi^' 
let ns be friends before we set to ; I hope yoo 
bear no malice, and will shew yourself a braM 
fellow by giving me fair play.** InsensiUe 
to the humanity and mildness of this addrtitt, 
the other, with a savage ferocity, bade him take 
his ground, for he should give his hand to no 
such vagabond as he was. 

The temper of our hero, milky as it was, 
could ill brook this aggravating insult: tbe 
colour mounted to his cheeks, his spirit 
sparkled in his eyes, and darting a contemp* 
tuous look at his antagonist, he silently 8te||t 
back to bis ground, and posting himself ia 
the centre of the ring, with clenched fisti, 
braced muscles, and frowning brow, the javcr 
nile athletic, terrible in his beauty, presented 
to the sight of the surrounding rustics a figoi^; 
and attitude, which the statuaries of Greeee)^ 
in the brightest sera of the art, might havt- 
been eD[inlous;to study. 

The 
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The onset now begaD5 which was to bring 
^ contest , between brntal strength and skilU 
L. agility to an issae. The sturdy blows of 
B miUer^ which seemed to menace his op- 
nent with e^inction, were so artfiilly warded^ 
Vt they served no . other purpose^ but to 
iste his strength and exhaust his breath, 
trioos <and implacable in his rage^ he still 
otimied to advance^ and press upon his more 
ry antagonist; till Henry, who kept a steady 
& upon, every movement of his foe, no 
[Oier spied an opening, than he sprung within 
i .gnard,: and with a blow which seemed to 
vethe force, as well as swiftness, of lightning, 
dihiin; prostrate on theiCurf. Bowsey leapt 
iright and smote his hands for joy: the 
istfle ]ri:ialanx gave a groan, whilst their fallen 
in^yion was slowly i^ised from the ground 
riJMft seconds. Had not H^nry*s patience 
rQ;Brged by the insult above related, it may 
dittbe doubted if he. would have plied his 
[vintage either so forcibly, or in a part so. 
wible to injury as the throaty but repeated 
ilimaUions had roused a spirit, which could 
ilttjF jbe said to have a: tincture of gall, and 
frjM^Wi' contemplated his fallen, foe with pity 
idrfegreC. 
tt', The 
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The miHer, howef^r, did not htep him loogf 
in painfol sMpente? tbe Mood, wbidi. fliMrid; 
freely from hi« nostrils^ by tbe violence of tli^ 
shock opon the gronnd, relieved Imm ftam 
the stnpor that at first possessed bis aensei^anif 
by the assistance of his seconds he was agaii 
npoD his legs, and in a postare to renew Ik; 
batde; bnt so miserably crestfallen wvr dak 
vaunting braggart, and so coiAsed and off Im 
guard, that the generous victoTi' lAumgh- w 
peatediy ui^ed by Bowsey to fbUoiv up kss ai-; 
vantage^ wonld not avail himself of it to tiW' 
utmost; so thoroughly was bia resentmaii^ 
allayed, that he watned him more than ones; 
to keep a better guard, or give- ovtr fighting:, 
and now not only Weevil*s seconds, hot lU' 
whole party, grew outrageous, and kept no- 
order in the ring, thronging round tbe^coas*; 
batauts, and shoaldering Henry in a-meisllni* 
fair and riotous manner. It therefore became 
necessary for him, in self-preservation, . to 
make a short battle; of it, and a second bkruv. 
placed centrically between the eyes, laid . bll^ 
adversary a second time at his length upon the 
ground, totally disqualified for another osueL 

An uproar of voices now en sued, some^ra*- 
ning to the beaten party, whilst others were 

laying 
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ing^ aboat them wkb their sticks, and wonld 
>bably have demolished both the conqueror 
d his second^, had liot peace been pro- 
dmed by the authority of the worshipfhl 
istice Blachfbrd, attended by his second, the 
ttsfaMcj' who iiidtiMtfy prod^eded to fblfit his 
diers, by arresting the only innocent person in 
e affiray^ dragging* Henry to the stocks, who, 
bg sprinkled wTth a pretty lairge portion of 
e min^s blood, and surprised in the very 
C of knocking him doWu, might have biassed 
is jndjgment of a more equitable magistMte 
Bit he had ncnv to deal with. 
- Bowsey, being an old offender and a bold 
fket against Bllachford, was sentence also to 
t tome place of dnratice with his principa), 
onffk he made many eflbrts to assert his in- 
NDence, which his worship lent no ear to, 
livering him over to his sentence with due 
lice of antfaority, whilst he went growling, 
:e a bear to a stake, amidst the hisses and 
etihgs of the whole village itiob3 'who Were 
sre assembfed. 
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CHAPTER m. 

A STORY GAINS BY TELLING. 

There is not a minister of state^ genenli 
or potentate npoD earth, who keep so many, 
couriers, or employs them so mnch, as a 
certain busy-body called Fame: to all quartm 
of the compass her emissaries fly at one and 
the same instant; there is no stop with 
them for the penning of dispatches; they 
want no written evidence of the news they 
carry, but away they post with wprd-of-moath 
intelligence, which gathers as it goes, every 
tongue that repeats it adding something to the 
tale, till such a cluster of falsehoods are wound 
and woven round one small atom of origind 
truth, that you may as soon find a grain of 
wheat in a bushel of chaff, as search for hiA 
amongst the fictions that enveloped it. It wa4 
however so short a stage from the village- 
green to the house of Zachary, that the cou- 
rier, who came post with the tidings of Henry*s 
fight, had so little time for his invention to 
work in, that he had done little or nothing to 
the improvement of the truth, except killing 

the 
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he miller^ and sending Henry to prison in fet- 
ors for the murder. 

With these sh'ght advantages in point of 
effect the story found its way to the ears of 
Alexander Kinloch, just as he uras in the act 
^ punishing the sins and offences of a rotten 
grinder in the jaw-bone of a patient, by lug* 
ging out its guiltless neighbour, which being 
sound and strong,, and a useful servant withal, 
came so unwillingly out of his socket, that he 
Irooght part of it away with him as a proof 
of his attachment to his duty. 

Alexander had a gift of foreseeing things 
after they had come to pass, which I take to be 
fttme definition of the second sight; he there- 
fore heard the tidings of Henry's fate with no 
other remark, than that he thought how it 
woold be; but as the operation he was en- 
gaged in was a work of charity, and the pa- 
tient of course not entitled to a grievance, he 
left him to reconcile himself to the mistake 
aa he could, and retired into the kitchen, 
Jrhere old Bridget was occupied in her culinary 
CDQoems. 

" Here*s a pretty kettle of fish, o' my 
ooffOMietkcer cried Alexander, ais he entered 
the kitchen,*— "What's the matter with the 

fish?" 
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fish ?** replied Bridget, «9 ahe was flaying m 
eel; '^ I*in sure they are all leaping alive, md 
will hardly let me strip their akina off, ifiMdidi 
things, writhing and wriggling aboot at.iQfih 
a rate.** — '^I told yon how it w<rald be^" 
continned the prophet — ^^'I have no need jto 
lie told of that,** qooth die dame; ^ they ape 
always the plague of my life, teaaing asear 
tnrcs :** — *' When the Doctor farooght tlui 
no-name fellow amongst na, I predicted whtf 
would follow, and now he has murdered 4 
man, and must swing for it: Juatioe Bladi* 
ford has sent him k>aded with irona to the 
(tmuiy gaol.^ — ^^'What are yon talking of?" 
iTiiHl BridgfC, (laying down her knife, and 
l<«vin^ the poor eel under operation in much 
I he same manned state as Alexander had left 
his patient) '* is our 3roung Henry a going to hB 
hangetlr*" This drew forth the whole nam^ j 
live, revised and corrected, with notes, and aa 
ample commentary, by the editor, Alrauinder 
Kinloch. — *^ Well, for a certain,** said Bridget^ 
4it the ix^nclusion, ^^ there was something in his 
Kmk that IhmUhI ill luck, and now it is ame 
\\^\. As sure iis can he, hell be hanged in 
c^Miiu at the diH^r, and then who can live in tb( 
^^^lusie, ^luit 1 tor one) when he is danglilig.fli 

a gibbet 
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-M gibbet in fbll view of tbe windows?'* Then, 
'ifesgniqg to listen, she exclaimed, ''Hark! 
«dfe I hear my mistress' bell," and immedi- 
Mdy posted upstairs, 

As soon as she set foot in her mistress' 
dMinbor she began— •** What a terrible thing 
It is to tt^e fellows into a house that nobody 
knows! Would yon believe it. Madam! this 
,faid that master picked np at the statutes, and 
tbat killed miller Weevil's dog, in such a bar- 
barouB fashion, has now killed young Tom, 
the dwner of the dog."— *'^ What do you tell 
Hiie?*' exclaimed Jemima. Susan was in the 
room, .but struck with horror, stood in speed)* 
less amaze."-^^^! tell you what is true," an- 
swered Bridget; ''the murdered man is at this 
very moment lyiiig stone dead at his full length 
iqpou the town-green ; they say there was never 
briidd so shocking a spectade : Kinloch saw him 
irUh his own eyes; and there are the poor 
onhappy father and mother weeping and wail- 
' iDg over the corpse, and tearing their hair off 
iktar heads for very madness. Every body 
lays lihat the murderer will be hanged at our 
f door in chains, and that you know is a dismal 
( a^, asd will drive every sonl, gentle and 
vqfle, irom the house; but what can be 

done ? 
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done? the law will take its course, and Jos* 
tice Blachford has prononnced sentence of 
death upon him already, and sent him loaded 
with iron fetters, hand and foot, in a hang- 
man's cart, to the county gaol.** 

Here Susan gave a deep sigh, sunk down 
upon a chair, pale as ashes, and threw her 
apron over her fiace. 

"What ails the fool?** cried Jemima, 
^'was he too one of your sweethearts, that 
vou take on so about him? Can no 
young fellow show his face within the house, 
but yon must be instantly laying out to make 
prize of him? I warrant you fancy yourself 
a beauty! a pretty fancy, truly! a precious 
conceit, o'my conscience! But hark ye, 
Bridget, you have not told me how this 
murder came to pass.*' — "Why, that's tbe 
worst part of the story," replied the news- 
carrier, "for every body allows that they 
quarrelled about the dog, and that poor Tom 
Weevil spoke kindly and civilly to Henry, 
and would fain have made it up with him, 
but all to no purpose; fight he would, aaA 
swore vehemently that he would have his 
blood ; nothing less than his life would con*' 
tent him." — "'Tis a lie as false as hell,* 
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nied Snaaii) barsting into a vehemence of 
i|weeh; '^ Henry- never swore; Henry never 
thkaCed for blood ; Henry never strove to take 
tliD life away even of a fly^ much less of a 
fellow creature : if ever Heaven created a hn- 
num being without fault or failing, Henry is 
dMt being; the Idndest, gentlest, meekest, 
merciiidlest ! — Oh, Bridget, you must have a 
beart of stone to talk in such a stile ^ *' 

"How now, minx,'* cried Jemima; "who 
U&s in a stile to be ashamed of but yourself? 
And how dare you, I would fain know, insult 
my ears with your blasphemous oaths and im- 
piecations, telling the poor woman, before my 
ftoe, that 'tis a lie as false as hell? Have 
a^care what you say about that place of tor- 
nunt; those who are so free to send others 
thither are generally the first to go to it them- 
sdves. I know you, hussey ! I know you to 
W oamal-minded and void of grace ; there- 
fare begone, for I will harbour no such repro- 
birtes in my house ! '* 

*'I do not intend you shall. Madam,'' re- 
plied Susan, ^^ so you may save yourself the 
tnmble of warning me out of your service: 
yoQ may give me what bad names you please ; 
1 hope my character will not depend upon 
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your report; and though I may be void 
grace in your way of thinking, I am BOt 
of pity and compassion, which yon seem 
treat as folly and offence. When yant 
that yon know me. Madam, you cei 
mean to insinuate that you know nEtme-' 
me than is good and praise-worthy; 
me to say that I know yoa also ; and 
I am not bound to praise you, I sball n 
violate the duty of a servant by betiraymg ymk 
As for all that Bridget has been telling 
about Henry, I don't suppose she believes 
herself; for nobody that had been half tbtf 
time in his company that she has, short as dMlj 
has been, could give credit to the tale thtf 
she has been relating ; and I would only ask 
you. Madam, whether you considered himai 
a villain atnd a murderer when he atfendes 
upon you this morning with your medJciaer 
I am pretty well convinced you did not tte^ 
him as such, nor shrink from his touchy Mi^ 
you would have done, had you thought diiffr 
was an assassin at your bedside.** 

This was one more secret in Susan's b&§ 
than Jemima was aware of: for a short sptee^ 
her confusion robbed her of words ; she evca' 
debated within herself whether she would tm 

do 



well' to make- a ^ick tom^ and'comprb- 
i4.idl>-diflfetebceB ; but^before tliii'reM)9crtion 
lid be formed, the object of it was * lost; 
ftn faadiVaD&hed iotit of her sight like a 
iStf V panieins stronger thap interest had pos- 
■ion of her heart : indignation, terror,- pity, 
"6 added wings to her speed, and she ran, 
rather flew, to the fatal spot, where Bridget 
d laid the scene of her fable, resolute to 
arifice every worldly enjoyment, present or 
prospect, rather than abandon Henry in his 
itiress. 

As she ap[Mroached the town-green, where 
s tale4)earer had painted the horrid specta- 
) of the murdered man stretched on the earth, 
d snrroonded by his weeping friends, her 
wes treinbled under her, her heart palpi- 
t^^ and her breath was lost : with difficulty 
leieached the dreaded spot, and eagerly cast 
if eyes around; but all was solitude and si- 
nce; the crowd had dispersed, the stocks 
ere not within view, and nobody liras stirring 
I the green : the prospect was auspicious to 
r hopes ; the improbability of Bridget's re- 
ft became more glaring, and her spirits 
diered strength to support her on her way to 
» house of the Justice, where she assured 

G 2 herself, 
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herself^ that either Henry woiild be firaody if 
such intelligeDce obtained as she coald deptud 
upon. 

Here then we shall leave her to her iaq^ 
xiesy and attend upon onr hero in hia misfon^ 
tnnes. ' 
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CHAPTER IV. 
A KEY TO UNLOCK THB STOCKS. 

We now return to Henry^ whom we left h 
a situation of security agafaist escape, be^ 
ing fast locked by the leg, and side by side widJ 
his partner in affliction, Bowsey; companioBi 
as ill matched as ever fortune brought togethei 
in the same predicament. Henry, all patience 
unmoved by the mockeries and gibings of the 
mob, calm and collected ; Bowsey, full of fbs? 
cour and revenge, in sullen silence broodingi* 
the horrid thoughts of robbery and murdoi 
inspired into his mind not only by the menaM 
of Weevil, but by the sight of the mone^ 
which he ostentatiously displayed upon Ai 
challenge ; at length, after a long meditatioD} 
turning a look, in which every evil passion 
expressed, upon his partner in disgrace, he 

gan 
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^gtak to vent himself in the following manner : — 

^A pretty son of a b— ch of a justice^ to lay 

119 by the heels in this fashion for nothing at 

dl! What haye I done to be set in the stocks, 

lAaht that rascally miller goes at large? bnt 

H is a tme saying, that one man may better 

iteal a horse than another look over a hedge. 

Tfm would not be advised by me, or yon would 

have done that cowardly sneaker's business in 

another guess way: a villain ^ to vapour over 

me; to threaten me with the gallows; but TU 

be revenged of him before this night is at an 

end; if mice I get my foot out of this hole, TU 

be up with him, I warrant me; and if you'll 

•tick by me, my hearty fellow, we'll give him 

aomething to remember us by, and be off to 

Mft in a twinkling." 

''I bdiieve," replied Henry, ^^he has got 
tnongfa to remember us by already; and I 
dioold guess he will have no stomach for a se* 
onad trial of the same sort. If he had not put 
we oat of all patience by his insolence, I would 
Dotliave plied him with such hard blows, at 
leut not in such dangerous places, be assured."* 

Bowsey here fixed his eyes upon Henry, and 
widi a share of astonishment, exclaimed, 
^IVytheei friend, are you a quaker, or a 

g3 methodist 
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methodist preacher? or, in the devir^s-nam^ 
what are yon? for I cannot for the blood' of 
me understand what yon would be at. Tod 
don*t seem to want metde when you are piit 
to it ; but yon talk as if yon had no heart to 
revenge yourself upon an insulting rascal^ who 
bullies you inta fighting with, him^ and then 
claps yon into die stocks for doing yonrsdf 
justice. If you will put up with such things^ I 
will not; 1 know him for a pitiftil peaehiny 
rascal; that fellow has the spite of the deyilia 
him ; if he could he would hang a man for 
only taking' a gudgeon out of tho water; a 
knave that goes prowling and Inrchmg aboat 
aU night to pick infonnations for the jus- 
tice^ and that makes him such a favourite^ fbi^ 
sooth, with his worship ; but 1*11 favourite him 
if I catch him ; I should think no more ain and 
shame of knocking him on the head, than I* 
should in shooting a mad dog; for why? every 
body will allow that an informer is the vikst 
of wretches, and that it is as good a deed as to 
drink, to put such a villain out of the world/" ' 
^Hold there,** cried EILenry intermptup 
him, ^^for if you know what you say, and. mean 
to execute your threats, I shall not scnpfoto 
take upon myself that very character you liAU 

ia 
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la: aoch abhorrence, and inform against you, as 
Lwpold against any man whom I suspected of 
hafcbooring a design upon the life of a fellow- 
caaeatnre: horrible idea! monstrous iniquity! 
tfi-jbear such devilish malice in your heart as to 
til]k| of revenging yourself upon this poor 
feUoiv by killing him, and that with as little 
Toaorse as ;yoa would destroy a mad dog, of 
41 animals the most mischievous. Where can 
be:{yonr conscience to meditate upon such 
wickedness, though I am persuaded you have 
toomoch dread of the gallows to carry it into 
csecation? What, if he has done you an ill 
tipiwith the justice, cannot you forgive it 
like a christian? cannot you pass it off like, 
i^maor? Bat are you sure you did not de- 
sfrve to be. informed against? If he caught you 
IB any iU^al practices, ought he not to put 
the laws in force against you? and which party 
ii in -the fault, you that break the laws, or he 
t^ iBnforces them ? If the fish of the stream 
«e private property, (which is more than 1 
faiow)~ you perhaps knew better, and had no 
i^ht to take them ; in that case it was a robbery, 
sod you subjected yourself to being punished 
ap ^. pilfener and a thief. Perhaps it his duty 
O pxotectthe fishery from plunder; perhaps he 
l^paid for guarding the water upon which he 

g4 lives; 
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lives; and would yon have a servant betray hii 
trust, and turn accomplice with the thief tint 
comes to rob his master ? shame upon such prin- 
ciples ! if these be the motives for your re- 
venge, depend upon it, this punishment, which 
you are now suffering, will be the least, hot not 
the last, that you are destined to.** 

'^Damn you for a puritanical preacfaing 
son' of a b — ch,** Cried Bowsey, in a rage; **i8 
this your way of treating the only friend that 
stood by you, when no soul was on your side? 
Is it thus you serve me like a flincher as yon are? 
For whose sake but your's, I would ask, am J 
in this hobble, with the devil to it ? Who drew 
me into this premunire but yourself, and your 
curst, sneaking, half-begotten quarrel, when { 
stood forth on your side, and made yon fight it 
out like a gentleman? Who provoked that thief 
of a miller to vent his spite upon me, and to 
threaten me with informations, but yourself:? 
Didn*t the blustering rascal draw out his pursein 
my very face, and throw it full of gold and silver 
on the table, purposely to vapour over me wiA 
his riches, and to shew me and every body dip 
what he got by his pitifiil trade of infomiii^ 
And do you think any man living can bear,8iidi 
treatment from a purse-proud scrub like Mw^ 

What 
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What do yon take me to be? bat its no mat- 
ter; I have done with yon; I wash my hands 
of sncfa a scnrvy companion ; I have stood up 
in yoor cause, when nobody else would; I 
have fought your battles^ because I thoaght it 
the part of a man of honour to take the weaker 
side; and thus am I treated by you for it ; but 
I am ri^tly served. — Honour and honesty are 
but names ; and as for gratitude, damn me, if 
there is such a thing left amongst mankind.** 

This dialogue would probably have been 

kept up some time longer, had it not been 

cot short by the intervention of a rescue in the 

person of the constable, accompanied by Susan, 

who came running out of breath to Henry, with 

the joyful tidings of his instant liberation . That 

generous youth had no sooner heard sentence 

^ emancipation pronounced in his favour, and 

onderstood that it was not to extend to his 

fidlow prisoner, than he absolutely protested 

igsinst availing himself of it upon such partial 

tttins. The constable stared with astonish- 

aenty and declared it to be a new case; that his 

pfwen extended no farther than to the person 

dt Henry; and that there must be a fresh ap- 

^ficiltkm made to die justice, if he persisted in 

ij»aiiintiiral a resolution. 
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'^It may seem nnnataral to yoo^** said 
Henry, ^' who, perhaps, are of the same opi- 
nion with my companion in dtograce, who 
asserts that there is no snch thing as honoar or 
gratitade left in the world ; bnt as my ill for- 
tnne involved him in a pnnishment, that, 4n the 
present instance, he does not merit, I scorn to 
avail myself of any good fortune^ wherein he 
does not share ; it is therefore to no purpose to 
unlock your stocks, for I shall sit with my foot 
in this hole so long as his remains imprisoned 
in the other, be it for what time it may/* — Ob- 
serving Susan to look disconsolate at these 
words, he added, ^^Do not suppose, Susan, 1 
am the less sensible of vonr kindness, because I 
cannot profit by it on these conditions ; be as- 
sured I receive it as a mark of your friendship 
and good opinion, which I shall ever gratefully 
bear in mind, whatever may befal me." 

Susan turned aside to wipe away a tear^ and 
at the same time Justice Blachford appeared ia 
view on the other side of the green; forthc^ 
stocks were so situated as to have the green ft*' 
view, though not discoverable by Susan in h'ei^ ': 
way to the justice's house. That friendly^ gill ' 
had too much expmence of Henr/s infledW**** 
lity in points of honour not to despair of ov^* 

ruling^ 
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roliDg it, so that she instantly set forth in pur- 
suit of Blachford^ to make a second effort on 
tus^heart, and finish the good workshe had as yet 
to half accomplished. Whether she was indebt- 
ed to his worship^s humanity, or to her own ad- 
dress^, for the ease with which she now obtained 
ker snitibr tiie rdease of both parties, we shall 
sot at present divulge, but certain it is, that 
Henry's point of honour in stickling for his 
companion's rdease was, by circumstances 
which thereafter happened, employed as one 
vnpngst many reasons for involving him in the 
severest trials innocence could be exposed to. 

As soon as Bowsey was set free, be reached 
Itts hand to Henry, gave him a hearty shake, 
and protested aloud with an oatb^ that he was 
a brave fellow, and staunch to his friend ; add- 
ing that he would stand by him to the last drop 
«f his blood, and if he had said any thing to 
<he contrary in his passion^ he was now con- 
TiQced of his error, and was sorry for it ; then 
tucking his cudgel under his arm, without a 
word to any other person present, silently 
nifHrdied ,away; the constable, with a signi- 
ficuit al^ke of his head, muttering something 
to Ufpself about evil company and the gallows, 
vlttdlii, seemed pointed equally at the party 
ibl^.yid the party present. 

G 6 There 
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There was a disorder in Snsan's person and 
deportment that conid not escape the notice of 
Henry ; her dress dishevelled^ her cheek flash- 
ed, her eyes red and swollen, every thing be- 
spoke the trepidation of her mind. Impatient 
to be informed of Henry's real sitoation, she 
found occasion to put some questions to him 
in a whisper (for the crowd was now collecting 
about them) relative to his treatment of joung 
Weevil ; but what was her astonishment when 
she heard the truth expounded to her in a few 
words, and understood how grossly the affiur 
had been exaggerated, not only by Kinloch 
and Bridget, but no less so by Blachford him* 
self, who had set it forth to her in the most dark 
and dismal colours: ^^Oh! the villain I thebase, 
treacherous villain!'' she exclaimed with np^ 
lifted hands and eyes. But now the villagers * 
had got round them in considerable numbers, 
and kept a watchful eye upon every motion of 
Susan, whose anxiety for Henry's liberatibii" 
had roused both their curiosity and saspicion;'' 
for as this girl was a poor woman's dai^gbi* * 
ter of the same parish, and had been raised 
from a very lowly station to such a one ar- 
enabled her to set off a very pretty fdriv hi:' 
smart and elegant appiarel, she had nma^^ 

enviers 
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enviers amongst her own sex, who were ready 
prepared to let loose the venom of their 
tongnes npon her. This was well understood 
by Henry, who resolved, if possible, to dis- 
appoint their malice, and therefore kept snch 
a gnard over his behaviour towards his bene- 
factress, as should afford no grounds for their 
censure. He therefore declined her invitation 
to her mother*s cottage, and would not enter 
into any private conversation, notwithstanding 
all her hints and contrivances for drawing him 
aside, contenting himself with general expres- 
sion of thankfulness, which he took care 
should be heard by all about him ; and though 
the prudence of this reserve did not meet the 
warmth of Susan^s heart, yet it was well cal- 
culated to save her from the taunts of her 
neighbours: awed as she was by the distance 
of his behaviour, knowing withal the firmness 
cf his resolutions, she suffered him to leave her 
whfaout any other effort to detain him than 
wbat was expressed in the silent sorrows of 

T 

I theeyes. 

:- - He was now once more cast upon the 

fMrld a helpless solitary wanderer, not know* 

iag wbither to direct his steps, nor where to 

repart for^^ Kvelihood*by die'labonr of bis 

:--5»-v hands. 
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hands. A stranger to the countryj be ,knew 
no road, but that he had passed over to and 
from the town where Doctor Cawdle had 
hired him. Resolute to remain no longer, ia 
the house with Jemima, he was no less deter- 
mined not to expose the reasQns he h&d for 
quitting it/ To the neighbouring market- 
town he therefore proposed to bend his course ; 
from thence he could write a few lines to his 
master, by way of farewell, and in thankful- 
ness for his favours ; there also he had hopes 
of falling in with some recruiting party in 
which he might enlist. ThQ pittance he had 
in his pocket did not promise him any long 
support, yet it sufficed to keep immediate dis- 
tress out of sight. 

As Zactiary^s house was by the road side, 
he took a citx:uit through the fields, at. the 
back of it, and as he was on his wayj qhano^ 
(whether good or ill, time may reveal)- .threnf. 
him upon the very spot, where Susan wai 
sitting at the root of a tree, in a moat solitary r 
place and disconsolate attitude, giving vent t& ; 
h^ritears. and meditating upon the very €t> 
ject.wbo now. stpod: biefore her. ; ; im 

i ; H^ry well knew thftmt^reBtbfih^^inbq.i 
thoHghte t nod thoae • reasons tha|r i^oiild hufkib 

.fhi :. led 
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led a man of less delicate principles to throw 
hiniself in her way, operated upon him for 
avoiding her. In the present ca$e, this was 
impossible; surprised into an interview, and 
in a place where their conference seemed 
secnte from observation, be neither attempted, 
nor probably had at that moment a wish to 
escape from her. 



CHAPfER V. 

AN OPPORTUNITY NOT IMPROVED. 

*^ All t Henry,** cried Snsan, rising from her 
seat, and casting a tender melancholy look 
Tipoa him, ^^how conld yon be so crnel as 
L to quit me without a word? Am I so in- 
t ^iflerJent to yon, or has my anxiety for yonr 
6i> nfety made me tronblesome? I perceive yon 
st| are even now nneasy in my company; and 
tf WdeMr that-I am indebted to mere accident 
^4 for miseting yon at all.** — She then proceeded 
^ tofiM- bim that she had left her service, and 
I'qpestdd the substance of her ' last altercation 
with her mistress, which' led to that eve&t; she 
ff dwtk iinidh it|K)ki theBhocIc thi^t shefaad received 



J 
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by Bridget's aggravated accoant; nor did she 
spare for reproaches against Blachford on thr 
like account, who had tortured her feelingi 
for the mean purpose of enhancing the merit 
of setting him at liberty. — *^ But all these ioiw 
rows,** added she, '' put together are little to 
what I suffered, when you coldly turned your 
back upon me in the face of the whole vil* 

lage.** ^*^For that very reason," replied 

Henry, ^^ and for that only, because it was in 

the face of the whole village, I did a violence 

to myself, rather than expose you to their 

malice. Think not I can be so ungrateful as' 

to slight your kindness ; but when you consider 

the disgraceful situation, in which you foand 

me, and frem which you relieved me, yoQ 

cannot wonder if I was cautious of letting yoa 

appear any otherwise interested than in com* 

mon charity for so mean an object. Reoollect) 

Susan, your advantages over these people m 

point of person and appearance, and tbea^ 

judge what their envy and ill-nature would iMifi 

prompted them to say, had I not had the rmfh'. 

lution to withstand your flattering adviuiMPi* 

,^d put a force upon myself, by treating yoiii. 

with a cold and distant regard.** - • f^ • 

^^ That is very easy to do^** replied SkitiiKr 
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'^ when the r^ard is really cold and distant ; 
-^ut suppose that I were not indifferent to 
you ; grant for a moment that yon were as kind- 
hearted towards me, as I am disposed to be 
to yon, could you have done as you did?— - 
nay^ put the case that you liked me only 
luJf as well as I like you, Henry, then let me 
ask you, if you would, if yon could, have 
slighted my advances, though every soul in the 
village had been present at our meeting?"* 

Susan, now covered with blushes, hung her 
head^ whilst Henry was little less embarrassed 
than herself. After a short silence, recollecting 
lumaelf, and stepping back a few paces, with a 
serious tone and countenance he spoke as fol- 
lows :-^^' I perceive, Susan, that jrou and I 
had better shorten this conversation, and part, 
without explaining more of our sentiments for 
eadi other, than is consistent with discretion, 
and a prudent regard to our respective situa- 
tiinn. You, thank Heaven ! are not tbe des- 
iibtte unfriended creature that I am ; the child 
of mystery and misfortune; the very outcast, 
aa It should seem, of creation. Though you 
tffre quitted a profitable establishment upon 
p r incip le, you are known in the neighbour- 
|lStld^ and your character will . recommend you 
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to iio worse a service tban yoa have left :; I AP 
a stringer, and must wipad^r oyer the eactbi 
wherever these feet, which yoa have deliverj^d 
from the stocks, can carry me, in search of%j 
precarioos niainteiaance, nnl^s some iriepd]|j; 
sergeant will equip me with a moaket.'*; — SiVr 
san started at the word.— Henry pnroqsede^rr 
^^Nay9 my dear. girl, don't be surprised, thgt 
I prefer the humblest station in his Majetstjf^s. 
service to that of being the despicahlq.favoonfe. 
of our abandoned mistress. Where cw I. now 
resort for another service? Can I step ont.f^i 
the stocks into a . gentleman*a family Pj.^.VK^)- 
will receive a nameless vagrant with a snspectrr 
ed character? I conjure you« therefore, QQ^rtp. 
waste a thought i:^pon me: for such. mis|oi;- 
tques as affect myself alone, I am prep^^edi. 
but were I to involve a friend in tl^Q„a^me 
troubles with myself, it would besuch a s^te 
of misery as I. could not staud under.*' . . , , . 
This was too much for the soft heart of 
Sustfn to support:, hurried away by the.ipi^ 
pulse of her afiectiqns, and melted by >tbfi. 
looks and language of Henry, she fell jnppn 
his neck, and:.bi|rst into an agony of.fei^;: 
agitated at once by the passions of Iqve; a]^ 
pity, and never practised to disguise her fed- 

ings, 



iflhe gave a ioose to Her fond affflictioi^ 
traafy. declaring' t^Nit* she wta ready to 
iflb^i difficulties or 'distresses for his sake; 
thikty haying now ^qnitted her aerncey.she 
br svoild' hefore herj ibid rwas as mnch' to 
ibr* ^a <^ettlement^ as himself. .She next 
loBlJier'Stookrbf niobey^ which amonbted 
tie kssitfaAQUwenty ponnds^ and tenderii^ 
irhim, said, ^^Look,. Henry, here :iiB oor 
^ttpdc; :take^>ity and dispose of it as our 
Inb may . ffcqtiire ; here is ^longhyi yoii 
d keep off want -for a while, till we can 
oorsdvcB . to dor: oonteiait in someiiiQcent 
f^ whkar^^i we may both find placei^ tind 
m,jpmt' earnings, . support onhielves ' conk- 
Ay^; JBud- 1^1 : happy in- each other. - Oh! 
Irir! Henrfiilet^na nemer part.^* .'. ; : ' 

|L&sh^ spoketbese words, she pressed him 
r anils. Henry, no. less sensibly affected 
le gfsnerosity of the speech, than hy:the 
r'aotiM which accompanied itj had: no 
^atraggle within himself, before he found 
^'taidresolntibn'to answer as follows :^^ 
jiUsv recollect, ourselves, my. dear 'Susan, 
«fo«i..wc yield to pa»ioB, hear what ^ea. 
■id; discretion say. Yoiir. purse, ia>ihe 
plaoi, I;^wtU not toudi;' the* earnings ^Cif 

your 
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yoor iiidnstry Bhall not be applied to 'my iie- 
cessitiesy whilst I have limbs to laboar; no 
distresB, that I can singly suffer, would be half 
so insupportable to me, as the remorse of 
making you a sacrifice to my misfortimes: let 
not, therefore, yonr tender heart be wounded; 
think me not insensible either to yonr kind- 
ness, or yonr charms, when I declare to yooj 
that in my present circumstances, no power 
on earth, not even these endearments^ so der 
lightiul to me and so flattering as they are^ 
can prevail over my self-denial, or betray 
me into a dishonest gratification of my own 
interest at the expence of your*s; neither 
will I yield to desires, however ui^en^ or 
opportunities, however tempting, to abuse yMr 
confidence and ensnare your virtue. No, mf 
dear girl, this proof of love you have given 
me, this fair confession, and these aflectionaie 
caresses are pledges for the security of my 
honour and your innocence, which . I will 
never violate; but though I am certain nothiif' 
can debase me to such villainy as I shooli 
be guilty of, were I to act contrary to tUi 
resolution, yet, as it is a piinciple that JPO" 
quires no small share of self*-command M 
adhere to, tempt me not any farther, I imploDK 

yon, 
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a^ bat generonsly assist me to conquer my 
isibilitjr, by restraining yoar own.** 

^'Then I am indeed a wretched and for- 
:en creatnre/* cried Susan, ''and life is no 
iger worth preserving: Oh Henry, you 
re destroyed me!** — "Heaven forbid!'* ex- 
imed the afirighted youth; ''what would 
1 have me do or say to put your heart at 
tr** — "Love me as I love you," she re- 
sd; " and let us never part ; for if you for- 
» me, I think I cannot survive your cm- 
ir.**— '^Call me not cruel,** he rejoined, 
ecause I am not base enough to avail my- 
F of your generosity, by involving you in 
cnmstances that you cannot fail to regret, 
len you shall be more capable of reflection 
in you are at present. Can I give a stronger 
)of of my esteem, than by taking more care 
yon than you are disposed to take of your- 
f ? What but misery can ensue from your 
ichment to a wretched thing like me? Be- 
vemie, Susan, there are insuperable objec- 
ns to our lawful alliance; I cannot marry, 
d I will not betray you.** — ^Here Susan 
ched a deep sigh, and looked earnestly in his 
je, — ^ Do not urge me for my reasons,** he 
ied» "I must not reveal them; and let it 

satisfy 
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satisfy you, that they are not to be anmraiiiitafe 
It shonld seem to me that I am doomed to It 
a solitary wanderer in darkness and obscurity 
that I cannot penetrate. Yon started at Mj 
saying 1 wonld take a musket ; what else out 
I do ? Hitherto I have been in two senrioei 
only, and in both unfortunate. Whither aii 
I next to go? My education has not traiael 
me to any art or handicraft: I have streagtk 
indeed for daily labour, but I am a stranger la 
the practice of it: I can neither wield a flails 
nor hold the plough. I have passed my days 
in such tranquillity and retirement from the 
world, that every scene of active life, modi 
more every trial of adversity, is new to m^ 
and strange. I was never taught to be a 8e^ 
vant, and those things which coarser natures 
are inured to bear, my spirit indignantly re- 
volts from. A man should be made flexible 
bv education before he can submit to be the 
slave of such a mistress as our doctor's wife. 
I would starve rather than stoop to herua- 
warrantabie humours ; neither could I endare 
to truckle to such a wretch as Blachford, though 
my life were in his hands. One friend only I 
have chanced upon in my misfortunes, and 
that friend^ by nature the most generous and 

affectionate, 
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afiectionate, is by her sex> her yoatb, her 
beauty and condition, more exposed to danger, 
and nior^ 'in heed of protection, than even 
I myself am. How then ought I to conduct 
myself towards that tender and too generous 
frie^ ? ought I to strip her of the little means 
she has put together as n security against dis- 
tress? ought I, like a traitor, to steal into her 
honest unsuspecting heart, and rob it of its 
innocence and peace? Should I take that 
band, which I cannot honourably join to mine, 
and lead her by it into misery and ruin ? may 
Heaven renounce me if 1 do!** 

The look, the action, and energy of voice, 
with which these concluding words were ac- 
companied, awed the fond afflicted damsel into 
silence and submission ; she drooped her head 
and wept: the piteous manner of it was more 
than eloquence; even the firm heart of virtue 
yielded to a momentary weakness, which nature 
seized the instant to indulge; he cast a look 
of tenderness upon her, sighed, and threw 
his arms about her neck/ In the same moment, 
St shonty or rather yell, of drunken villagers 
assailed his ears; he sprung with horror and 
alarm from her embrace, looked eagerly around 

hiiq, and soon, with infinite regret per- 
ceived 
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mved that he had been discovered by a pittf 
of fellows from an adjoining field, who had sef 
up a cry« or kind of view-holla in token of 
what they had seen. This unmanly triumph 
stung him to the quick, and the more so as 
he perceived it was the party of his antagonut 
the miller, whose person he distinguished 
amongst them. His apprehension for Susan*! 
reputation, thus exposed to their malignant 
raillery, was his chief concern; but on tfaiB 
score she endeavoured to relieve his anxietv. 
by repeatedly assuring him, that she held thenr 
malice in perfect contempt, being determined 
also upon quitting the village immediatdy) 
and seeking a service elsewhere : she told hbn 
it was her purpose to walk to the market-town, 
where he had first met Zachary, and where 
she bad an uncle who followed the trade of a 
barber, and was well known, and in good 
esteem in the place: she pressed him so ear- 
nestly to meet her there, that he could not get 
released firom her solicitations, till he had made 
her that promise, which, having done^ and givea* 
his hand in pledge and assurance of his faithfbl 
performance of it, he was unwillingly let to de- 
part, and immediately set forward towards the 
party, who had annoyed him by their shouts, 

and 



Iil4, bjr whom J ip deljoacy to Susan, he wished 
j^^.oe once more seen as having quitted her 
company. 



CHAPTER Yl. 

■' 
HB THAT WONT TAKE CAUTION, MUST TAKE 

CONSEQUENCES. 

Wuivst Henry was following a foot- 
path across the enclosures that led him 
die way which the miller and his comrades had 
lakeo^ he saw a man at some distance^ whom 
he perceived to be his friend Bowsey, loitering 
about the side of a coppice ; the sight of him 
in such a place, and certain symptoms that be- 
tn^ed no good design, brought to Henry's 
leooUection the menaces he had reproved him 
Cdt venting against Weevil, when they were 
fidlow-prisoners in the stocks. He kept his 
eje upon bim till he saw him creep into the 
woody and he then bethought himself that it 
mi^t uot be an unnecessary precaution to fur- 
iK^h himself with some weapon of defence, 
in case he should fall in either with Bowsey 

VQU I. H o 
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or the hostile party, for liis suspicions of I& 
former friend were now become not lessin^ 
favourable than what he entertained of In 
avowed enemies. With this intent, he hii 
singled a stout stem of a crab-tree in die 
hedge; bnt upon applying to his pocket for 
his knife to cut it off, he recollected with modi 
regret that he had entmsted it to Bowse/s 
keeping, and had forgotten to demand it of |r 
him after the fight was over. This knife had 
been the gift of a friend; a plate of silver wv 
inlaid npon the heft, and the word Henry at 
ftiU length engraved upon it. It was fbmished 
with a long and pointed blade> and was «s 
formidable a weapon in the hand of a villain 
as a villain conld desire. He had every reason 
to wish it back again in his own possession ; and 
therefore took the straightest course towards the 
gap in the coppice, where he had observed 
Bowsey to enter. 

In the way thither, and when he had ap- 
proached near the place, where a narrow path 
led to a stile at the entrance of the coppice, be 
chanced upon young Weevil, the miller, who 
had parted from his comrades, and was on his 
way to the mill, which laid not many farlongs 
on the other side of the coppice in question. 

Henry, 
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nstf,' obs^rnng that his head was bound 
»ot with a haodkerchief, very civilly in- 
red after- his hurt, expressing his r^et for 
severe blow he had. dealt him^ protesting 
t he had not stmck in malice or with an 
mt to maim him. A short and surly 
wer was all that Henry gained by this 
odly address; yet he proceeded to caution 
sevil against Bowsey, and to give him some 
niadknis of what had escaped from that 
^gefol fellow, whilst he was sitting by him 
he stocks: he told him that be verilv be- 
ed he harboured mischief in his heart against 
if thait he had seen him prowling about the 
ts of the wood, that he had entered it a few 
otes before over the stile which Weevil had 
pass; and as he knew him to be armed 
1 : a dangerous weapon, he recommended 
lim either to go home by another way, or 
ooept .of him as a companion through the 

•^Accept of you!** cried the miller, "no, 
f, I want no such scurvy companion to go 
I me: keep your distance, and let me 
I none of your cant, for I don't believe 
B is the value of a ropes end to choose 

H 2 *" between 
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between your friend and you; therefore maicli 
off, if you please, take your own coarse^ mi 
leave me to follow mine: one at a time^ and 
I fear neither of you: but before I pass th» 
stile, let me see you ont of reaeb, and FIl 
stand to consequences for what may follow.**— 
" Go your way, then,** replied Henry, •*for 
I see you are incorrigible; only remember I 
have given you warning, and am clear in coii- 
science.** lliis said, he turned aside, and wai 
out of sight in a minute. 

Weevil paused a while, then, grasping his 
cudgel, nimbly vaulted over the sftle and ea* 
tered the coppice. A narrow winding path 
led through the underwood, which waa thick 
and over-grown, so as to make his passage 
somewhat difficult; when as he was patting 
aside the hazel-boughs with his hand, a violent 
stroke on the head brought him instantly 
to the ground; it was from the hand. of the 
villain Bowsey, who in the same moment spring- 
ing upon him, and making a thrust at him 
with his knifej began to rifle him of the canva» 
bag, which he had so idly displayed in die 
ale-house, and which was probably the chief in- 
centive to the murderous assault, though itmoit 

be ' 
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3 owned the rancour of the wretch's heart was 
[sick enough, without a provocative, to under- 
Ice any infamous act of malice and revenge, 
. Henry, in the mean tilme, whom the sul- 
nness of WeeviFs manners could not divest 
[ adxiety for his life, heard the stroke as he 
as still hovering near the spot, for his mind au* 
ired mischief. Without a moment's hesi- 
tion he rushed into the coppice, and forcing 
a way through it with a rapidity no obstacles 
raid impede, unarmed as he was, leapt sud- 
9aly lipon the assassin, seizing him by the 
irpat with ont hand, whilst with the other he 
nsndied the bloody knife ont of his grasp, 
hkh, together with the canvas bag, and the 
cmey it contained, fell upon the ground. 
^irdieBsive that the robber might recover 
t !kiiife, he took occasion in the struggle to 
mess himself of it again; but whilst he wab 
>Qping for this purpose, one hand only being. 
ipAoyed in holding Bowsey, the sturdy vil- 
in seized the moment for escape, and with a 
dden jerk extricated himself from his hold,^ 
d 'fled for life. The exertion Bowsev had 
ide in getting loose was so violent as to 
cue Henry to step back some paces, who, 
hii struggle to keep his legs, received so 

H 3 severe 
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severe a sprain id his ancle, that he became 
incapable of pursuing bim. Sick and pale ai 
ashes with the acnteness of the pain, he stood 
still to recover himself; a faint cold sweat 
bars! out all over him ; at his feet lay the body 
of Weevil, apparently without life, and bleed- 
ing from the side, where the stab had been 
given him; in the hand of Henry was the 
bloody knife, and upon the ground the can- 
vas bag; the pockets of the plundered man. 
were rifled, and turned inside out. 

In this suspicious posture, and at this ?ery 
moment, almost fainting with what he suflered, 
and horror-struck with what he looked upon, 
our ill-starred hero found himself on the sud- 
den violently seized by the whole party whom 
he had first descried in WeeviPs company, and 
who now with one voice, pronounced him 
guilty of the horrid act. The vehemence 
with which they sprung upon him brought 
him to the ground, and in his fall gave him 
such intolerable anguish, that had they b^eii' 
disposed to listen to his defence, which they 
were not, he was in no capacity of making 
it. At length, however, he summoned strength 
and resolution enough to tell them in few 
fn ^Oit^' lili: butt wlis got in the defeiio6^ 

and 
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and not in the assault of the wounded man ; 
that Bowsey was the assassin, and, pointing to 
the way by which he had run off, earnestly 
recommended them to set out in pursuit of 
hini.r— " You are in the right of that," quoth 
ooe .of them, '^ for then you will be off, and 
to we shall lose you both ; as for your sprained 
ancle,il take it to be a mere sham, so, get up, 
and come along with us to the justice^s.** 
This said, they raised him on his feet; and 
now it must be confessed the figure he exhibited, 
sprinkled with the blood of the wounded man, 
the fatal knife in his hand, and his looks 
ghastly and full of horror, was such as might 
fairly have staggered minds more equitably 
disposed than their's. They had seen him 
fighting with Weevil, and it was on all hands 
concluded that malice and revenge had spurred 
him on, jointly with Bowsey, to perpetrate the 
bloody deed. Nobody, however, thought of 
stirring a step in pursuit of Bowsey; con- 
tented with their capture, they held him fast, 
whilst one ran to the mill with the dismal 
tidings, and all seemed to forget that any at- 
tention was to be given to poor Weevil, who 
to .all appeiuance seemed to be in a state that 
needed, little other service than that of burial. 
... h4 The 
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The main object with the whole posse^ ap-^ 
peared to be that only of guarding one disabled 
man, incapable of escape, which they now 
manfully set about with no small noise and 
clamour, hauling him along, though in radc- 
ing pain, without stop or stay, to the house 
of the worshipful justice Blachford, of whom 
in this place, we shall take occasion, with the 
readers leave, to premise a few parttculars, 
introductory of a character, who has no slight 
part to sustain in this important history. 



CHAPTER VU. 

A MAN MAY BE LED TO ACT MERCIFULLY UPON 

EVIL MOTIVES. 

Robert Blachford, esquire, who has already 
been slightly introduced to our readers, 
was proprietor of a small estate in the vil- ' 
lage, where he resided, which he had lately 
purchased of the distressed survivor of a 
family, very ancient in the county, and once 
very respectable. He was rich in mon^^ 
close iu his oeconomy,, and unencumbered with 
wife or relations : in his genealogy he was* not^ 
to be traced any otherwise than by conjed-- 

tore. 
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re, it being nataral to suppose that he had 
father, grandfather, and so upwards, through 
many generations as his neighbours, who 
d kept a better account of them : All that 
3 world in general knew of him was, that he 
d made a fortune in the island of Jamaica 
im a very abject station in society, and that 
s familiars in that quarter of the globe 
stty generally complimented him with the 
^le and title of Bloody Bob Blackford. 

He was now perhaps fihy years of age or 
ire, of a stout athletic make, with a swarthy 
abilious complexion, strongly leaning to- 
rds the cast of the mulatto, with all his 
ssions hot and fiery as indulgence could 
kke them, • cunning and self-interested, fawn- 
^ to his superiors, arbitrary over those he 
lid oppress, unforgiving and unfeeling. As 
ther his manners nor morals spoke much 
his favour, he had been little noticed by 
f of the neighbouring gentry, till in a recent 
itest for the county he became so active an 
BDt for the candidate he espoused, and there- 
recommended himself so efiectually to 
) leading friends of the party, that he ob- 
Md the honour of having the name of 
oitert Bfic)ifbrd> eaqair^ inserted in the com- 

h5 mission- 
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mission of the peace, and with very little le- 
gal qnalification for the office, hnt great real 
to make himself a man of consequence in the 
country, he had taken out his dedimus. 

Before we present our hero at the Iribuoail 
of this worshipful distributor of justice/ 
amongst whose failings certainly weak pity 
had no place, it may be necessary to account 
for a seeming contradiction to this remark, 
exemplified in his late treatment of our afore- 
said hero, who had escaped out of his hands 
with a much slighter chastisement than conU ' 
be expected from so rigorous a magistnte: 
but though mercy was not predominant in 
the heart of Blachford, there was a certain 
passion in that region, which we'cannot dig- 
nify by the name of love, and will not stain 
our page by affixing to it the real title which 
it merits. Now this passion had a great deal 
to say in the cabinet councils of Blachford*s 
bosom; it could very easily make him resort 
to every species of treachery to compass its 
indulgence; it could even untie his purse* 
strings in some cases, where nothing else wduld 
serve the turn, and now and then (asintliii' 
instance alluded to) has been known to put &' 
violence on his nature, by forcing hini iiitii^ 

measures 
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meaanrciB that had an outward resemblance to 
tdhaiity and forgiveness. 

Spaan May, as we bare before hinted, was 
emioaitly endowed with those powers and ca*- 
pacities,' that are requisite to put the aforesaid 
nameless passion of Blachford into a state 
of high activity and efiervescence ; she had 
akOy aa.. our readers must have discovered, a 
\%tgb portion of benevolence, and though this 
waa a pleader singly considered, that he would 
have turned a deaf ear to from the bench, 
yet, when seconded by beauty like her's, it 
cBnUi cdnvert a desperate cause into a good 
one. Blachford had seen Henry, as our his- 
tory has related, and neither from the survey 
of his; person, nor from the circumstances of 
the., inter view, bad he received any such im- 
pressions as were likely to favour a suit un- 
dcartaken in his behalf; when Susan, th^efore, 
betrayed such anxiety and solicitude for his 
sake, and earnestly demanded a release from 
the ignominious confinement he was in, the 
justice held the balance between two op- 
posing piusions with so even a hand, that it was 
for a long while doubtful whetlv^ her charms 
or lua jeakvusy woald turn the scale. Nothing 
00^ #P gall his pride, as jher aealons impor- 
gL^viii ' M 6 tonity 
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epliedy that all the retain. in her. power to 
Bake was gratitude ; ' and of this he might be 
BKSsiired^ she would never fail to bear his favour 
in remembitifiee. 

- Gratitude, he observed to her^was so mere 
a 'burden to a generous mind, that she would 
do well to avail herself of the power she had 
to . balance the account at once by favours, 
iriiich he had fong solicited in vain, though 
be had strove to merit theifl by constant at- 
tention to her, and frequent gratuities to her 
indigent mother. To this she replied, with 
pioper spirit, that she was peirsuaded, if her 
mother, .poor as sb^was^ could suspect his 
londiiess to her was only a cover for designs 
iqpmi her: daughter, she would sptirn such 
bvobrS) and despise him for his baseness ; add- 
ing, that he was no less sure, that such would 
betbeaentiments of the unhappy youth now 
ia>bb power, did he suspect that his safety 
WIS to ibe purchased by the sacri6ce of her 
persoiiv . 

-': i*fThett keep your person," cried Blach- 
iWd snllenly, . ^f and let him keep his prison : 
letirim r6t, starve, and perbh in his straw!'* 
-T^OMi^ horrible!" shci exclaimed, ^'what ter-* 
jioit.d{>;.yod.giW'meI. must he sujS$r this, 
.till when 



168 HENRY. 

when I can redeem him ? What is it 1 miiatdQ^ 
what are the torments I most suffer to safe 
him?** — ^"^ Don't talk of torments,** replied 
the filthy satyr, forcing his savage visage into a 
smile, ^^ when every thing that money can par- 
chase shall be yours ; all the fine things that 
my purse can procure to set you off; yon shall 
be lio longer a servant, but live at your ease 
and be the envy of every body, so kind will I 
be to you, and so handsome the style in which 
I will maintain yon.** 

Here he began to make certain familiar 
overtures, which she put ^ide, saying in a per'- 
emptory tone, *'Set your prisoner free in the 
first place ; give immediate orders kr his re- 
lease, and let me see him safe and at liberty; 
it is the only favour you can grant me.**— With 
this she turned from him as if to leave the room, 
when Blachford nimbly interposed,' and bolt- 
ing the door, caught her with a ferocious kind 
of extacy in his arms; the manner of it more 
resembled the assault of a ruffian than the ca- 
resses of a lover; his age, his person, his black 
and merciless visage were calculated to inspire 
terror and disgust : such was the • efiect diey 
had upon the present object of bis desires, 
who instantly set up a scream so loud and^riU, 
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that it echoed tbroagb the honse. Had the 
scene of this rencontre been a solitnde, Blach- 
fcnrd*s courage wonld most probably have been 
proof against the outcry; but situated as be 
now was^ in the midst of habitations, with the 
cottage of Snsan^s mother near adjoining, the 
' alarm because serious, and to persist was to 
expose himself to public disgrace. Frighted 
for his reputation, though in principle unre- 
formed, he instantly let loose his victim, and 
fell to entreaties and apologies, begging her to 
be silent, and promising to comply with her 
request on the spot, i{ she would only assure 
bim of keeping secret what had passed. There 
^^^as enough in Susan's keeping, of which the 
v^eader shall hereafter be informed, besides this 
£^ir, to have put his reputation, if not his 
lifei at her mercy ; we need not wonder there- 
fore if he was glad to seal a peace, and send 
the constable to release his prisoner in the 
<^nner already related. 
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CHAPTER VUI. 

INNOCENCE MAV.BY CIRCUMSTANCES. ASSUME 
THE APPEARANCE OF GUILT. 

To the worshipfol personage, whom «e 
have been describing, onr hero was now 
carried, and arraigned by the joint evidenceof 
all who had been present at his seizure. TTie 
knife was prodnced, which, upon interrogatioO) 
he acknowleeged to be his property, stamped 
with his name. The canvas parse was ex- 
hibited, which the witnesses testified to have 
been taken bv Weevil out of his pocket in the 
ale-house kitchen in presence of the prisoner, 
and its contents displayed npon the table. The 
quarrel he had had with the wounded man 
was tiotorions to the whole village, and the 
language Bowsey had addressed to him upon 
their being freed from the stocks, was per- 
fectly well remembered: the very attitude, in 
which he was discovered, standing over the 
body, sprinkled with blood, pale and ghastly 
and confased, with every other circumstance 
that could corroborate snspidon, were stated 
and described. It was not denied bnt that 
Bowaey's 
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\ Bowsey-ft disappearance made it highly pro* 

\ \nble he was an accomplice in the act, which 

was the rather credited from the conversation 

above alluded to ; and orders were in conse- 

^>' quence given for a pursuit, which however 

were better heard than obeyed, several persons 

"^ undertaking it, but none setting out upon the 

^' emind. 

^ Hitherto the prisoner had not opposed a 

^' Word to the ceaseless torrent of accusation, 
^ that had been poured upon him. The clerk 
^ had been busied in minuting down the deposi- 
' tions, and' the Justice was preparing to make 
jmt his commitment ; when, taking up the 
knife^ and shewing it to the prisoner, he said, 
*^Y6ii acknowledge this knife to be your pro- 
perty?"-^**! do," replied Henry — "And with 
this knife the stab was given to the unhappy 
man, whose life has probably been sacrified 
thereby-^— With that very knife the deed was 
done, but not by my hand.** — **I utiderstand 
yon,** said the Justice, ** but for that we shall 
not take your word ; he that does not scrapie 
to * commit a murder, will not hesitate to ad- 
vance a falsehood in his defence.**^ — "True,** 
rtpAied Itl^nry; " but if the wounded man is 
alive and' in his senses, I refer myself to him; 
■ ' let 
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let bim be my witness, I have none otber, eir 
cept oiy conscieoce and my God." — "Migfatf 
well/' cried the Justice; "that we shall inqniie 
into hereatiber." — Here several voices cried cvt 
that the man was dead, others said be was iiK 
sensible, bnt nobody was dispatcb«d to make 
inrjniry. — "Your christian name, I percein^" 
quuth the Jnstice, "is engraved npon the knife- 
handle; and what other name do you auwer 
to?" — "I beg leave to decline answering thai 
question," replied the prison^-. "Howl^tt- 
daimed Blachford with a voice of aathority, 
"not tell your name, fellow! I would have 
you to know the law will enforce yon to declare 
it; the thumb-screw will wring it firom yoti. 
Hark*y& cleriE, turn to the book, and tell thii 
coDtamacions fellow what the atatnte enacts in 
the case of not declaring his name." The cta4c 
now whispered bis worship, and probably in- 
formed- him that there was no provision tom- 
. force an absolute declaration of his name. The 
Justice next demanded the condition of bia 
parents, where he was born, and to what pIsK 
he belonged? — "Those qnejtion^," answer^ 
he, "I must in like manner decline, for no 
torture can force me to disclose what I do not 
know." — "Heyday!" cried, the Justice "jo^ 

do 
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or not know who were yonr parents, nor where 
rbfE were bom, nor what place yon belong to?'' 
r*«^ I told yonr worship,** said one who was the 
Mrf'spokesman of the party who apprehended 
bim, ^^ that he was a vagabond and a no-nation 
MMal, when I informed against him for his 
uimih npon poor Tom Weevil on the Town* 
Green; he wonld then have mnrdered him^ 
had not yonr worship stepped in as you did : I 
wish to Heaven, when you had him in the 
stocks, you had kept him there, and not have 
kt that wench, Sukey May, who is no better 
dum she should be, have prevailed upon yon 
to rdeise him.** 

- Th^ magistrate reddened at this retoit, and 
Hu evidently disconcerted. Henry took the 
o p| HiilunUy to say, '^ that he-desired that young 
vroman, whom the witness was pleased to de- 
Haribe as no better than she should be^ might 
be summoned, as he believed she would have 
Something to depose in his exculpation, which 
might tend to solve the appearances that were 
a^vnat" him, and corroborate the defence he 
irtto prepstred to make.'* 

'*' *^ Ajpe^aye!" rejoined the aforesaid spokes- 
nttife^ ^ there is no donbt but that httssey .will 
ijiieal: tty y^ut chairacter, if she is called upon ; 

'V for. 



164 hbnrt; 

for, please yonr wonhip, I myself, and theie 
men with me, saw that very wench and thii 
fellow in close quarters together under a hedge; 
hngging and kissing after a fine fashion : so tUt 
there is no question, bnt what one says, the otber 
will swear to; besides," added he, ^'Sakey 
May has run away from her service and fled 
the parish, which, I believe, yon will find toi 
be the case, if yonr worship thinks fit to in- 
qnire of her late mistress. Madam Cawdle.** 

The Justice did not wish to make any in- 
quiries of or about Susan May, who probaUy 
was the very last person living he at this mo^ 
ment wished to see, or even to be named in his 
hearing; he therefore briefly observed to the 
spokesman, that what he had been saying wai 
irrelevant; and turning to the prisoner, de- 
manded if he could call any other witness in hii 
defence. ** If Thomas Weevil be yet living," 
said Henry, '*I appeal to him; his testimoDy 
alone can clear the fact ; if he is no more, or 
incapable of giving evidence, and if Bowsey, 
the sole perpetrator of the deed, has escaped, 
I must rest my defence upon my own single 
account of the transaction, corroborated, how* 
ever, by the evidence that Susan May can give 
of certain circumstances antecedent to iU**— 



? We have heard enough of those certain cir- 
BUDstances," quoth the Justice — wherenpon» 
rising from his chair with much solemnity, and 
Eudng a stem look upon the prisoner, he de- 
naoded of him what else he had to o£fer, before 
%t proceeded to fulfil the duties of his office, 
% committing him to prison, "I again de- 
me,** replied Henry, ^'that resort may be im- 
swdiately had to the wounded man ; providen- 
tially it may so happen, that neither the blow 
lie received on the head by the bludgeon of the 
fobber, nor the stab in his side, are mortal, or, 
if mortal, not so immediate as to disqualify him 
from performing one act of justice before he 
leaves the world, that of saving the reputation, 
and perhaps the life, of an innocent man, who 
Im fallen into this peril by standing forth in his 
mcoe and defence. If I am to be deprived of 
dni appeal, which I hold to be my right, I am 
idll prepared to account for every circumstance 
; that appears to make againsj me ; and if that 
fiula me, ultimately I am provided against the 
worst that can befall me, for God and my own 
conscience will acquit me; they are my wit« 
Mses^ and will testify that I am guiltless/' 

'^ How dare you, impious wretch as you 
aio,** cried the Justice, ''to use the name of 
.1; God 
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God in my hearings before whom yoa stand 
accused of murder, and apprehended in tbc 
very act, as I may say by these men, who are 
credible witnesses and depose against yonj 
And yon truly to talk of conscience ? who, if 
yon had such a thing belonging to yon, or any 
remorse at heart for the heinous crime yoa 
have committed, would ere now have made 
confession of your guilt, and invoked the pu- 
nishment it merits, seeing yon have no one 
word to offer in your defence, nor any creature 
to appeal to but a wretch who is your ac- 
complice, and an unhappy girl, whom there is 
too much reason to fear you have ruined and 
seduced, which, though it falls not within the 
present charge against you, is a crime that can- 
not be spoken of without horror. And now, 
having examined you touching the felony ia 
question, and taken in writing the information 
of those who apprehended you, 1 shall pro- 
ceed to commit you to prison for safe custody, 
the offence of which you are charged being of 
a capital nature, and in which bail is ousted by 
statute; your sureties, therefore, must be the 
four walls of the prison and none else : there 
you must lie till the next county assizes, when 
you shall be arraigned before the court upon 

the 
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Ih^ mqnisition of the Goroner. It now remains 
^KIMit I say something to yon npon the strong 
^(!lridence of the circnmstances, in which yon 
^^(fere apprehended^ and of the heinous natnre of 
fte acty of which you stand charged ; and this I 
sludl do the rather, because there seems a hard- 
teed insensibility and impenitence about you, 
which are shocking to all here present. The 
crime of deliberate and wilful murder, whereof 
yim are accused, is a crime, from which the 
heart of man starts with horror, and revolts, 
and which throughout the world is punished 
with death. The unhappy object, whom you 
have sent unprepared to his account, was found 
by these people present, mortally stabbed to the 
heart; the fatal weapon, bathed in his bloody 
was in your hand ; a knife of a dangerous and 
unlawful construction, which you admit to be 
yonr property, and bearing your christian 
name upon the handle, though of any other 
name that belongs to yon^ yon contumaciously 
refiise to make discovery, a circumstance, let me 
observe to you, of a very suspicious aspect. The 
pockets of the deceased had been rifled, and 
bis pnrse, containing money to no small amount, 
i^as found, not indeed in your hands, but 
within your reach, and under your eye ; certain 

it 
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it is, it had been ravished from him by violeoee^ 
and the presumption is, that it was yonr porpoie 
to rob as well as murder, but that being surpriieil 
unawares, you had not yet actually possessd 
yourself of the spoils which had tempted yoo 
to that horrid act. It has been objected lo 
me by one now present, that I was too lenkat ' 
in releasing you so easily from the tcmponuy \ 
confinement I inflicted upon you, when yoa | 
broke the peace by an unprovoked and violent 
assault upon the unhappy party, now no mote: 
to this I reply, that I rather wish I had al^ 
stained from punishing at all in the first in- 
stance, apprehending as I do, that your vin- 
dictive and cruel rage against the aforesaid 
party was probably inflamed and aggravated to 
the height of murder by that very punishment 
you had on his account incurred, slight as it 
was. You have, or affect to have, received an 
injury by a strain ; if so, I must observe that it 
is but one amongst a cloud of circumstancesi 
that bear against you ; for what so natural as 
that a strong and vigorous youth, like Thomas 
Weevil, should make a stniggle for his life, and 
that you in the assault should not escape un- 
hurt, though fatally too successful in the per- 
petration 
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Hiratioii of yotur inhuman purposes? The 
poath, who fell under your deadly stroke^ 
lired amongst ns, his -neighbours, in good 
wpate^ an honesty unoffending, peaceable lad, 
iie son of an industrious father, whose tears 
■re now watering his breathless corpse, and 
Iriiose cries iare sent up to the throne of justice 
llgiinst yon bis murderer." 
'>' Whilstthe Justice was uttering these words, 
^ countenance of Henry turned deadly pale, 
ittd giving a sigh, he cast up his eyes and fell 
%ukwards in a swoon. Though he was sor- 
Minded by the men who had apprehended 
Um, there was not one who moved a hand to 
krve him, so that he came with his whole 
We^t upon the floor, where he laid stretched 
IB his length, insensible, and to appearance 
^ead. The Justice started from his seat, and 
icxdaimed, ^^ Behold, conviction upon the face 
iif it! My words have reached his heart! 
3macience has smitten him at last, obdurate 
ishewas!'* 

The triumph of eloquence was painted in 
is countenance, and he looked around him, 
s if to demand the tribute of applause from 
!l who had heard him. 

VOL. I. I Chapter 
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CHAPTER IX. 

AUDI ALTERAM PARTEM. 

The gailtleas prisoner, who had fi|iiite4 
-with the agonj of his spnun, iQcmMll 
by standing so long in presenoe of th^ Jn9ti6e^ 
soon recovered, and with the assistance of the 
by*standers was raised from the floor ; he wil 
now indulged with a seat, being unable to keq^ 
bis legs, and in this posture reqmested leaye to 
say a few words for himself before he was disr 
missed to prison. 

He began by accounting for his s wppn from 
the natural cause, asserting tlu|t it was in bis 
struggle with the assassin, whom he knew pnlj 
by the name of Bowsey, that he got his hprt; 
that it was then he wrenched from Ipim tbe 
bloody knife found in bis band, which he ac- 
knowledged to be his own, explaining how it 
came to be in Bowsey's possession, when he 
emptied his pockets before be set to witihi Wee- 
vil on the green ; to this fact he fearod he Im^ 
no witness, as no one else would assist pt CQioe 
near him on that occasion. ^^ Hard indeed is 
my case,** said he, ^^in this particular, who 

have 



H^EY. 171 

have none tp. hear evidence to ap material a 
ciincaiutance but a guilty wretch, who is fled 
from joatice, and whom this hart which I re- 
GdTed disabled me from pursuing." 

Here Blachford appealed to theby-standers, 
i£ Itfhere was auy one present who could bear 
ifilness to the priscmer's delivery of the knife 
to Bowvey. The answer was loud and gene- 
nl in the nc^tive. ^^ Hien let us have no 
suare , arguing on that point,"" added he^ ^^we 
^hall not take the fact on your single assertion.** 
•-^^^ I have done," replied the prisoner; ^^God 
kaows I apeak the truth." 

TlieEe was a person amongst the crowd, 
who had been a silent observer of all that 
passed, and now stepped forward with much 
gravity, crying out in an authoritative tone, ^^ t 
ooBJure you. Worshipful Sir, for the love of 
God» and by your duty as a magistrate, sitting 
heve to administer impartial justice to the 
accused, no less than to the accusers, that you 
raflfer the prisoner to proceed in his d^ence, 
Uflty, verily, that you encourage and provoke 
him thereunto." 

This person, by name Szekiel Daw,, was 
on* of those, itinerant apostles called Me- 
fbfidist^^ who preach sub dio to the country 

1 2 folks 
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folks out of trees, and being a man sitong 
in zeal and lond of lungs, was followed witb 
great avidity; his appeal was not unattended 
to, and the prisoner was oitlered to prcx^eed in 
his defence. 

^* I must ever lament," resumed Henry, 
^' my neglect in forgetting to demand of Bow* 
sey the fatal instrument I had intrusted to his 
keeping ; but when these facts shall be investi- 
gated at a superior tribunal, and I am lHX)nght 
to the bar to plead for my life, I shall call 
upon these men who now depose against 
me, to declare upon their oaths, whether thejr 
discovered any other weapon in my hand, save 
only the knife I had recovered from the 

■ 

assassin." 

The justice here put the question to the 
parties, who jointly answered, that they did 
not observe any other weapon which the pri- 
soner had. " And what need is there of any 
other," replied the justice, "seeing that the 
mortal stab was given with this very knife.** 
— " Let the body be inspected," said the pri- 
soner, " and you shall find a violent contusion 
on the head by the blow of a bludgeon ; this 
was the first stroke which the unhappy man 
received, and this, it is to be presumed, brought 

him 
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him to the ground." — **How do you know 
that,*": cried, the Justice, ^^unless you was 
present, and of consequence accessary to the 
fact? .Beware how you criminate yourself. 
Besides, did not you fight with Thomas Wee- 
^ ¥4? did you not knock him down repeatedly ; 
and 'W9s not his head bound up with a hand- 
kerchief in consequence of the bruises he re* 
oeived from your blows? What will any 
court of inquiry infer from contusions on his 
head, but that he was indebted for them to 
yon? Once more I tell you to beware .how 
yqil criminate yourself: Nemo ienebatur pro- 
dere setpsum**" 

''If when I speak the truth,"* resumed H enr y, 
''the truth is either so. distorted by quibble, 
or flp* coloured by circumstance to the com- 
plexion of guilt, as to be turned against me, I 
am indeed unfortunate, but not afraid to meet 
the ^consequences, whilst my heart acquits me. 
Recollect, Sir, that you have called upon me 
to plead ; ought you not then to hear my 
plea with the patience of a judge, and not to 
trayerse it wifh the sophistry of an advocate, 
who is feed for puzzling, and brow-beating 
the party he is opposed to? A bloody £^ud 
felonipus act is committed ; I am brought be- 

1 3 fore 
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fore you as the perpetrator of it; a 
whom I seized in the commission of it^ b# 
who escaped me and is fled, was known W 
bear enmity against the snflferii^ party, wf 
some h6re present, if they please,- can taHSSf^ 
I saw that villain Inrking abont th6 -spot whw 
the mischief happened^ and had my apprehev^* I 
sions of his evil designs against the person* ii^ 
question ; I met that unfortunate person hffaii! 
he entered the &tal place; I made known -ttf 
him my apprehensions, warned him of his dn^ 
ger and advised' him either to take some othek! 
road homewards, or to accept of me as » ccttfr^ 
panioa and a guard: he treated mf friaditf 
warning with contempt, and absolutely ^ferfaaifc^ 
me to accompany him; I retired; but not to 
a distance, for my fears augured misdiirf: 1 
heard the blow which felled him to the grounfy 
and without a moments delay ran to his fe*" 
lief; I found bim prostrate, stabbed, and wc^ 
tering in his blood; I seized the mnrderott 
villain by the throat; he had that very kniftj 
and the canvas purse in his hands: they dropt 
to the ground ; I stooped to secure the knife) 
in my own defence ; in that moment, by a snd^ 
den jerk, he extricated himself from my hold, 
and in the struggle I received this sprain, which 

disabled 
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disabled me from pursuing him. This is the 

simple detail of facts, which, nnfortnnately for 

me, are so combined as to leave me without 

a witoess to the truth of what I assert, unless 

ibip wounded man survives to recollect what 

hf|(pi pmsed : I hear it asserted by some present 

thaitt.be is dead;. I hope that is not the case, 

»ld X^t you will think it right to be certified 

0^ tl^ fact before you commit me to prison; 

I bMve' also heard very unjust insinuations 

«guii8t the young wpman, whom I am accused 

of .tv^ting with indecent familiarities, Susan* 

nab, M&jr : I take. Heaven to witness that no 

^UBSiarities which ought to affect her repu- 

tfrttop^' have. ever. passed between her and me; 

they did indeed see me salute her affectionately 

at parting, for I hold myself much indebted 

to bfT bnmanity; and if upon that innocent 

libei^ty they are malicious enough to found an 

aipelvipn on her good fame, I do not envy 

d^ew their triumph." 

He now made an obeisance to the Justice, 
ud, Ceased from speaking. 
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CHAPTER X. 

SOLVUNTUR TABULiB. 

As soon as the prisonfr had conclacfed fab 
defence, the Justice anfd his clerk rtstiied 
into another room to consnh together npon 
his commitment. The impression which the 
foregoing defence made upon the bearers 
was not in all cases anfityonraUe to the plead- 
er; some were inclined to believe him inno- 
cent, many were staggered by his rel&tioD^ aiid 
not a few of the softer sex were melted iet«> 
tiears by his langni^ and address, thongli they 
knew not how to decide upon hia arga- 
ment. 

Ezekiel Daw betrayed great ^tiKioii, 
deeply groaning in the spirit, yet reffmned 
from words. In the interim, a poor widow, 
the mother of Susan May, who picked up a 
scanty livelihood by compounding a few simple 
medicines for the poor villagers, had stept hoitt^ 
and now returned with some stnff in a bottle^ 
which she gave to Henry for his sprain, say- 
ing, as she presented it to him, ^^ God knows 
the truth ; thou mayest or thou mayest not be 

guilty, 
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ilty, yet 1 give thee. in charity, for tinily 
f hurt is great, and thon art in grievous 
rture.'* 

■ 

This nnexpeoted instance, that there was one 
mane breast to be found, which harboured 
Y for his hapless condition, struck him with 
;h tender yet joyful surprise, that^ with^ a 
urt too full for utterance, and eyes over- 
wing with tears, he took the gift in silence, 
ing a look upon the donor, whijch spake all 
It tongue-tied gratitude could convey. 

The poor widow, whom awe and respect 
d kept silent before the Justice, now ad- 
sssod herself to the person who had spoke 
slightingly of her daughter, and demanded 
it was not a base and cruel thing to blast the 
aracter of a poor girl as . he had done, in 
3 hearing of all her neighbours. ^^ As. for 
is stranger lad," added she, ^^ I know^ him 
t^ God only knows what he m^y . be. in 
art ; but though he were all or more than 
a describe him to,be; be has done. justice to 
f child, and I thank him for.it; if he has 
injered a man, to be sure it is a heinops aiid 
rrid crime, but it is no less a base and 
•ratdly action in you to slauder an .innocent 

1 5 poor 
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poor girl, who has neither father - nor brbtfrer' 
to stand np for her." 

Before the defamer coold collect his thoughts' 
for a reply to this appeal, Ezdnel'Dktr, the 
preacher, had once more put himself fonrml' 
in an attitude to speak, and all eyes beutg* 
npon him, expectation held the assemblynnirte^' 
when he delivered himself as follows: 

** Verily, brethren, the charity of thia poor 
widow to an afflicted stranger, and the word^ 
which she hath uttered in reproof of -slteder, 
have been a comfort unto my heart, and a 
refreshment, as it were, of my bowels in tbb ' 
Lord : and thou, John Jenkinis, who art fam^ 
by rebuked for an evil tongue, humble thy- 
self, I exhort thee, John Jenkins, before this 
the mother of the damsel, whom thou hast' 
made evil report of, and be humbled ' in: thy 
pride of speech, keeping a better watch in time 
to come upon the door of thy lips. Slitoder,' 
my good neighbours, is a wicked thiiig; be- 
ware of slander, for it is filthy, it is abomi- 
nable; it biteth sharper than the tooth' of 'the 
cockatrice; it is more deadly than the tongue' 
of the asp ; away with it therefore, away witft'* 
it from amongst you ! O John, John, knorwest ' 

thou 
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hou not the. catling wfaereanto thou art called 
n this (rface of trial, where thoa art summoned 
in the sight of God to render up the tnith in 
fair and honest testimony, be it onto the life, 
cr be unto the death of this thy fellow crea- 
ture arraigned before the magistrate? What 
hadst thou to do, John Jenkins, to impeach 
the testimony of that poor damsel, to whom 
the prisoner was disposed to appeal, because 
thou, didst surprise her in the tender moment 
of parting from this her fellow servant, con* 
cede^ unto him the kiss of peace? or what 
if I should grant it were the kiss of love ? Be- 
hold, the yotith is of a comely visage, and 
saving this suspicion under which he sorruw- 
etb, yerily I pronounce him to be of an inge- 
nuous aspect; so art not thou, Johu Jenkins, 
for the countenance of the slanderer is not open 
and erect; he casteth his eyes down to the 
ground; he lurketh about in secret places, 
seddng whom he may devour, and of ^ truth 
he dodi. devour them, when he getteth them 
privily into his net. Brethren, I would fain 
speak more copiously to you on the heinous* 
nets of slander, but neither the time nor place . 
wiUadmiitof it; but, on the Lord's daynextj^ 
uod willing/ I purpose more at large to de- 

I 6 scant 
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scant upon the topic: in the mean time^ let 
the example of this p6or widow be anto yon 
a lesson of charity and good workd ; for she 
scmpled not to pour qil upon the wonnds of 
the way-faring man and stranger^ not examin- 
ing whether he had fallen amongst thieves^ or 
was himself the thief, bnt doing it in the very 
bowels of mercy and christian commiseration^ 
kindly compassionating his angnishas one fel- 
low creature to another, not pronouncing upon 
his guilt, as you seem forward to do, bat 
leaving it to God and his country to acquit 
him, or condemn. — And now, I warn thee, 
John Jenkins, against a certain thing to which 
thou art no less addicted than to- back-biting ; 
I mean mockery, and an idle faculty of turn- 
ing serious things and even sacred, into ridi- 
cule, gibing and jeering at thy more pious 
brethren, who are patient of thy taunts ; and 
why? verily, because they despise thee, and 
hold thee as a very silly fellow: make not 
thine idle companions merry at my cost ; scoff 
not at me, John Jenkins, nor put thy sensual 
fancies to my account, as if I had given war- 
rant to familiarities between young p^ple of 
different sexes: though the kiss of peace, of 
friendship, nay of love itself, may be innocent 

and 
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and void of ofience^ yet mark me, neighboors, 
I recommend it not, especially to the adalt; 
I say onto yon, as the mse man saith, ^^ Give 
**not your Hps nnto ^omen, for in the lips 
*' there is as it were a bnrning fire; for ye 
'^know that a whore is a deep ditch^ and a 
^* strange woman is a narrow pit.'* 

Ezekiel Daw had scarcely concluded this 
harangue, when the Justice and his clerk, having 
broken up their council, entered the room. 
The warrant under the hand and seal of Blach- 
ford was now completed, and the constable 
directed to take his prisoner into safe custody, 
and deliver him into the hands of the keeper 
of the county gaol. And now his worship was 
aboat to break up the assembly, when Eze- 
kiel once more stood forward, and begged 
leave to aay a few words on the score of hu- 
manity, touching the condition of the prisoner. 
^Say on, Ezekiel," quoth the Justice, ^^but 
be not long-winded, for we have already de- 
voted much time and pains to the examination 
of this business." 

''May it please your worship," said Eze- 
kiel, '< to be reminded that the day is now far 
q^t, and the county gaol lieth at a consider- 
able distance, wherefore I do humbly con- 
ceive 
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ceive, aeeing the nnhappy yontb^ whom yon 
liave thought fit to oomaiit thereontoy is 
sorely maimed and aggrieved, that yoa :wiU 
not find it needftd to send him forth upon bis 
way this evening ; furthermore, I do with dl 
submission take leave to raggest unto your 
Worship, that this his wounded and pamfiil 
condition may move yonr humanity to recom- 
mend nnto the keeper of the gaol, not to load 
his limbs with fetters, one of which is already 
by the visitation of Providence, sufficiently disp 
abled to answer all the purposes of confine^ 
ment, and secure him from escape, which I 
undeirstand to be the only salvo that the law 
of the land acknowledges as any justification 
for that barbarous and else unwarraiitaUe 
practice. Now, if it please your Worship to 
empower your poor servant in Christ to sig- 
nify this your desire unto the gaoler (who, 
permit me to observe to you, is but of a mer* 
ciless fraternity) I do purpose, God permitting 
me, to accompany this poor creature unto the . 
prison, yea, even unto the dungeon thereof^, 
unless I am otherwise let and withstood in such 
my purposed visitation; which, being permits 
ted, I will then and there iaipart unto him 
such your w6i*sbip's charitable admonition^ . 

and 



hbnrt: 183 

dxUt als6^ do my utmost to move his bowels of 
mercy *tHl be sbalf therennto acconl.** 

•* Ezekiel,** cried the Justice, ^ I hkve 
beard yoir with' gfedt patience ; bat f shall not 
think fit to make more waste of iny time id 
listening to a methodises sermon, which has 
nodling^ do to with the bnsiness in question, 
now dismissed and done with : the fellow must 
^ to gaol, and it mast be left to the discretion 
of 'the' gaoler how to deal with him when he 
is thcre.^ 

^^ I am nnleamed. Worshipful Sir,** replied 
Ezekiiil, '^ and easily persnaded of my own 
deficiendies; yet I had hoped yon wonld have 
been* disposal to pardon ' my poor manner of 
speaking, seeing that I spoke hnmbly as I 
onght, and in christian charity for a fellow 
creatnre, whom, if gnilty, we have no right to ' 
tortane;' if innocent; every call to protect and 
spane ; btit if these words are ofiensive to your 
Worship's ears, and the motives snch as yonr 
WlorsBdp dries not approve, I will be no longer 
tedioos onto you i I stand corrected, and am 
•ilcnt.'* 

At this moment, Henry cast a look upon 
his htimbli^' adtocftte, which guilt never comi- 
terferted^' and sensibility could not ekiceed ; it 



184 HEK&Y. 

was as much as heart coold say to heart ; 1||be 
words which accompanied it were few and 
simple. — "God reward yoa for yonr.good^ 
Hess r — was all that he coald otter ; and let 
my reader ask his heart if there was need of 
more. 

The Justice now retired, the constable and 
his assessors laid their hands upon- the prisoner^ 
and a cord being provided for securing his 
arms^ they were proceeding in a very rough 
manner to apply it, when Ezekiel, who kept 
a watchful eye upon their proceedings, cried 
out in a loud tone of voice — " I take Grod to 
witness against you, if you treat him with any 
wanton cruelty : he is your prisoner, it is tme, 
but the law holds no man guilty till conviction. 
The truth will come to light ! the tmth will 
come to light ! " 

In the very instant, whilst these prophetic 
words were on his lips, behold Alexander 
Kinloch hastily entered the room, and calling 
out to the people who were handcuffing the 
prisoner, bade them to desist from meddling 
with that guiltless person. 

Astonishment seized the whole company. 
Ezekiel Daw could not contain his joy^— ^ 
'^Beautiful are the feet of those who brings 

glad 
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gW tidings of peace!" he exclaimed in a 
tttaspoit; — **What talk you of the feet!" 
cried ■ Alexander; ^^ beautiful indeed is the 
hatid of the surgeon^ beautiful is his art ; aye, 
pnd yon jtnay think yourselves happy that I 
m here living amongst yon to dress your 
wounds, and heal your hurts, and snatch yon 
18 it were out of the very jaws of death, as.I 
have done by Thomas WeeviL A beautiful 
figure any one of you would make with a deep 
gash in the skull, and another in the ribs, if 
t&ere was nobody but Mother May to dress 
your sores; fore gad she would cook a dinner 
for the worms before the parson could say 
grace to it; but ctrs medendi artium ars est: 
now there is none of you know what that 
means, and yet they are Hippocrates* own 
irords, and he that finds them out, finds out 
more than any here will have the wit to dis- 
cover* A pretty set of heads truly are yours, 
my wise neighbours, to let the villain go 
loose, and tie up the innocent man. Why, 
Bowsey is the rogue that did the job for Tom 
Weevil ; this poor lad was his rescuer and de* 
fender ; aye, and would have saved him from all 
manner of hurt or harm, if he would have listened 
to bis warning; but then, indeed, I should not 

have 
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have bsd the credit of bringing luai' to lilh 
again^ nor he the plearare of being cqred kp 
mf hands. And now, master constable f0t^ 
will do well to betake yourself to his worabfrt 
and move hibi to revoke his mittinimv- Aft 
here comes old Thomas Weevil himself^^ aa^ 
he will verif J every word that I have besa^ 
telling yon." 

The miller now made his appeJarance, and^ 
entering the justice's private chamber witli KiW' 
loch, there gave snch* an account of the affldri> 
from the authority of his son,^ whoae heaA* 
though roughly treated, had not beejn iiofmti 
of recollection, as madb it nec^sary for Blacbr' 
ford to give orders for setting Henry at 
large. 

Great was the joy and exultation of Ebq^; I 
kiel Da^ upon this occasion, and not the Iw. 
for the credit he took to himself in having' 
given proof of his superior sagacity in disco- 
vering the innocence of the suspected pei^ 
son, in spite of all tbe circumstances nrgBA' 
against him. It is, however, to be lamented 
that the stir and bustle of the crowd was noW 
too great to admit of Ezekiefs being heiird^' 
who had so fair an occasion of displaying hia- 
eloquence; but though he frequently called 

for 



HENftflFi M7 

E^fltlendidn; erjriag otit^-^^'Hear me, neigh-» 
(Bny'hcar me^ Ibeseedi yoa; I am a man 
vleir words^"* yet all was in yain, thef 
itbar gare ear - to his: words, fior is it quite 
» eertahi: that tbej wooid. have been only a 
•r, 'had they giren ear to- them ; so-Uie matn 
r:>'flmpped aiid bia eloquence- was strangled in 
lebifth^ 



CHAPTER XI. 

msm ¥MBf HBAftr is RIOHT, tHB MAK miL BB 
WSnEtnkmM, THOUGH HIS HUMOURB ARB 
RtBiaULQUS. 

Wnkn old Weevil returned (rom Blacb^ 
ird's chamber with the order of rel^Hliel 
'^* came up to' Henry, and taking him cor- 
WHjf'by the hand, declared before all present, 
btt'^itwaffld his* courage and hnmftiHtty he 
wed' the preservation of his son*s life; he 
iteentbd the hurt he had got in his defence, 
ft>t!d hitjii' his house, purse, and every assist- 
lic^ iv his power ; confessed that the whole 
lame'i^f the fray on the green rested wid» 
(b'son,. and added with an oath, that he had 
jeen^^ctn^y dealt by, both then and in the 
rresent case, and that he had told Justice 

Blachford 



188 HEKRY. 

Blachford as mach to his fiabce^'^— ^^For whyr^ 
cried be;'* 'tis a sip and a shame/togiyeieitf 
for good to this poor lad^ who in'^tbeshc^ 
time he has been a stranger amongst ns, bal 
saved his master from drowning, and my b^ 
from being mnrdered ; and what has he .gdf 
for it? why truly, he has been stdckd^ 
maimed, and imprisoned. — Shame npoftisncK 
treatment! say I ; nay, I'm not afraid to say/ 
and I care not who hears me, shame apcni 
snob justices ! and now they tell me," added 
he, addressing himself to Hepry^ '^ ypur master 
has tncned yon away: if so, .my lad, txmietD 
the mill, and so long as there's a 'wheel that 
tarns, you shall never want a day's work, and 
ada/spay." .;; 

Henry thanked him for all his offers^ibQt 
desired to set him right about his master^ 
from whom he bad received the kindest treat* 
nient ; and as for leaving bis service, that, be 
assured the miller, was entirely bis own . act 
and deed, for which he had certain reasoasi 
that by no means applied to the person of 
Doctor Cawdle.— "No, no," said Kinloch; 
"we know well enough which way those 
reasons look ; and that person, I can tell yoo^ 
is in a terrible taking at your leaving us; ai 
^ . ■ ■ for 
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for the DoctbF, he will give yoa a hearty wel« 
eome; and for my part/ my good lad^ I have 
Bach a soft side towards yon^ that if yoa 
will buckle to the business^ and observe what 
I Bhall teach yon^ I will niiake a man of yon^ 
and perhaps enable you in time to perform 
as^great a cure as I hope to perfect on the 
body of neighbour Weevil's son, who, by the 
Doctor's indisposition^ is happily fallen under 
my hands.** 

The crowd now dispersed^ and evening be- 
ing advanced, Henry's ancle withal in no 
cmidition for journeying, he was constrained 
to forego his engagement to Susan, and ac- 
cepted the friendly invitation of Ezekiel Daw, 
to pass the night at the cottage of Mother 
May, where that good creature took up his 
abode. 

When Ezekiel had refreshed his guest with 
such humble viands as his store contained, 
and Goody May had again fomented his ancle, 
Henry, having now appeased two impor- 
tomite solicitors, pain and hunger, began to 
make those grateful acknowledgements which 
his heftrt suggested, till he was stopped short 
bj both parties at once, who silenced him by 
phstesting they would not be thanked for do* 
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ing nothing more than common honiuijly le- 
qaired of them to do.^^ At for . me,** mii 
EiKkiel, ^^ I dedare nnto you in verity, .'thtf 
this hath been unto me. an occaaion of triun^ 
and ovation^ and if thou, Henry, hadat Pame^ 
aot other than a true man and an honest, I 
would hardly have been persuaded to pot 
&ith in the index of the human heart aay 
more ; but thou hast verified the bandj-'WiitWg 
of nature in thy features, and my bow^ . di4 
not yearn towards thee without ireaaoa. Truly, 
young man, my heart rejoiceth in thy de- 
Uverance, and great is my joy that thoa nit 
found innocent in the sight of thipe eneoMPflt; 
therefore will I sing aqd ^ve prajse with the 
best iK^mber that I have: and thoa, Goody 
May, although thy pipe is but feeble, sbslt 
bear thy part in the melody," 

This said, the good man uttered a doloroas 
hum, by way of pitch-note, which wa3 
echoed by dame May in a shrill octaye„ and 
then, delivering out the first line of Johi 
Hopkins* 108th Psalm, he set up his qffto 
with so loud and nasal a twang, aa qmA) 
Henry almost jump from his ses^ and with 
more fenreucy than melody, chanted, fortii^ ik» 
aforesaid psalm, accompanied after a faablW 

by 
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«he dAffie, till^ having travelled together 
[High Sichem and the /^a2e c^ Succothf they 
nd themselves deeply engaged in the fol- 
ing stanza, viz. 

'^ Moab my wash-pot is^ my shoe 
'' O'er Bdom I will Ihrow, 
Upon the land of PaleBtiae 
In trvioiph I will go/* — ? 






9 

i^p l^old^ Alexander Kinloch, without any 
Nnony, bolted iutg the room, just in time 
hear Ezekiel roar forth his intended tri- 
pl|s over the l^nd of Palestine, npon which, 
I liarsh north-bpritish key, so totally at dis- 
d with the psalmody as to b^ing it to a 
4eq stop, he instantly cried out, — ^^What 

plague possesses you now, brother doctor, 
be triumphing over Palestine at such a 
li if you set up your howl there, let me 

yon, the Turks will soon stop your pipes 
h a tight cord round your gullet, and a 
>rt dance at the end of your song. Wby^ 
D, I k^QW the grpnnd every inch qf it : 
BD I w^ sqrgeoi)*s mate of the old Dread- 
igbt, I was in t^ thick of the infidelg at 
ioderoony and Saint Joh4 D'Acre, and 
and where not. Zookjs and blood ! 

if 
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if yon were as bold as Prester Johd^ ban^.fi 
Prank as yoa are, they would set you oa 4^ 
back of a scurvy ass, and buffet you throq^ 
the streets for their sport. . No, no, Meoi 
Daw, be advised by a brother surgeon^ and 
stick to old England while you can; here 
you may sing psalms, and preach sermpni, 
and scare old women into fits, by prophesying 
the end of the world out of trees and turnip 
carts, but meddle not with Mahomet^ till 
you are prepared for a short trip into Paradise^ 
with a bowstring round your throat.** 

Ezekiel Daw, in his early years^ had been 
trained to the art of handling the pestle, and 
pounding drugs in the rural laboratory of a 
petty retailer of medical wares ; he had there 
acquired as much knowledge in pharmacy 
and surgery, as served him to set up Goody 
May in the humble art of curing broken shins 
and bloody noses, by which she picked up a 
pittance amongst her poor neighbours^ and 
sometimes entrenched so far upon Doctor 
Cawdle*s practice, as to administer a dose of 
buckthorn or jalep, for scouring the boweb. 
of the peasantry, after a drunken bout of sur- 
feit at a Christmas feast. This was not alto- 
gether overlooked by Kinlocb, though he 

held 
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lieEd her. art in too much contempt to make 
{iDblic his complaint of it ; still he took all 
occasions that fell in his way of giving her a 
tab of his ridicule, as we have already in- 
stanced, and this was not confined to her only, 
but extended to her friend and teacher, Eze- 
)dd> whom in his gayer moments (and this 
iiow present was pre-eminently of that sort) 
he dignified, in the way of irony, with the 
title of Brother Doctor ; and indeed tbat wor- 
thy person was very generally stiled by his 
poorer neighbours, particularly those of his 
I own flock, not ludicrously, but reverentially, 

Doctor Daw. 
I He was a thin spare man, of a pale and 
i sallow complexion, about the age of fifty, up- 
i^t in his person, and stiflf as a hedge-stake, 
with yellow perpendicular hair; he was by 
itttnre irascible, and of a bilious habit, but, 
bjr long temperance and religions self-correc- 
tion, had humbled and subdued his spirit so as 
to be patient under insults ; in short, he was a 
creature compounded of most benevolent and 
eicellent qualities, with a strong tincture of 
eothnsiasm over all ; in the mean while it must 
be owned that Ezekiel had no objection to a 
fitde amicable controversy; and there is rea- 
VOL. I. K son 
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son to believe^ that if he had any leaning to pjde 
side more than the other in the handling, of ii 
question^ it was to that side where his oivp 
opinion took post. 

It was therefore no small proof of bis opii* 
tronl oyer himself^ that though he was tfa^i 
cut short in his pious melody by the Noili 
Briton, yet he was content to pass it off witfi 
a simple remark to his visitor^ that he ww 
under a mistake in supposing he had any de- 
sign of undertaking a voyage to the Holjr 
Land, (properly so called) his humble endes* 
vonrs aspiring no higher than to keep himself 
holy in the land where he lived ; with this iDr 
tent he had been giving God thanks in a hyjnn 
for the deliverance of the guiltless youth tiiere 
present ; ^' and I trust/* added he^ ^^ thou (fidst 
not jeer at the matter of the hymn itself, bat 
simply at the unworthiness of the performer: 
Then, turning to Kinloch, with a complacent 
smile, he said, ^^And thou too, brother Alex- 
ander, art entitled to a blessing, not onljas 
being the bearer of glad tidings, but the in- 
strument, as I hope, under Providence, d 
saving the life of our wounded neighbour.** 

" Yes, truly," cried Kinloch, with a sigm* 
6cant nod, ^^the man may thank Providence 

for 
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for falliog ioto my hands, and not those of 
spine others, who shall he nameless ; bnt I be- 
fieve, friend Ezekiel, after all, he mnst be in- 
debted to my skill for his core, and to nothing 
else, for if I were to - leave my patients to the 
cane of Providence — ^ *^ Scoff not at Provi- 
^eno^f^ qnoth Ezekiel, intermpting him, '^ nor 
^re thyself the glory, let thy skill be what it 
may. I speak not in disparagement of thy 
akill, friend Kinloch, but there is one, with- 
out 'whose helping grace we can do nothing 
praise-worthy : I myself, (far be it from me 
to , vannt of my own performances) have done 
something in the medical way, yet did I never 
hand a dose to the lipa of a patient without a 
previous ejaculation to Providence that it 
might operate for his benefit'' — "And you 
bad reason,'' rejoined the man of medicine; 
** for when irregulars prescribe, 'tis the mercy 
pf Providence if their patients escape ; but in 
die jregnlar practice, should a man follow these 
vagaries, he would be the ridicule of the Fa- 
culty ^ we know the effect of our medicines, 
and apply them confidently and timeously; 
and when the life of the patient is quivering on 
his lips, must fall to without waiting to say 
grace: had you, like me, been in the heat of 

k2 
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an actioD at sea, when all is smoke and thaa^ 
der and blood and brains aronnd yoo, yoo 
wonld find something else to do besides preircb- 
ing and praying and settmg np your pipes to 
the tune of Stemhold and Hopkins.*^ 

^* Vent not thyjests at psalmody and prayer,* 
replied Ezekiel, exalting his voice, and rising 
from his seat, as was his manner when in eaini* 
est discourse : '^ Hast not thou read how Saul 
was delivered from the evil spirit by the harp- 
ing of David? Nay, is it not affirmed, id 
the history of our own country, that hdy 
monarchs have had the power of healing tht 
king^s evil with a touch?** — ^Ye8,**atisWertd 
Kinloch, ^' but I no more believe it than I dtt 
that you can set a broken bone by a stave ef 
Stemhold."— *^Well, well," rejoined Ezekie^ 
^Mf thou art resolved to be faithless agahilft 
sacred proof, thou wilt not deny the efficacy 
of music against the sting of the tarantula.**-^ 
"Indeed but I will," cried the other; ^andl 
hold the notion in like contempt with stories 
of the black art and old women's fables. Why, ji 
man, I have sojourned in the countries wfa^ 
those reptiles are found, and 1 give it you npM 
my word for so mere a flam, that I had i^tlrift 
suffer the bite of the creature itself than -the 

noise 
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noise ahd noiiseiise of the pretended cure. In 
ahort^ my good Ezekiel^ let us talk a little 
mson, and wave all canting for a while: every 
man in his own way ; you are for King David, 
I am for Hippocrates ; you are for gladdening 
4ie heart of man with psalms and canticles^ I 
^ for curing his ailments with plaisters and 
potions: there's work enough for each^ and 
tieither of us can do both at once.** 

** Pardon me/' interposed Henry^ "1 think 
a man may do the duty of a Christian and that 
of any other art or profession under heaven : 
t}ie church does not call upon you above one 
day ii^ seven."— -^^ And if the bell was chiming 
in oiie ear," said Kinloch, ^'and a woman in 
labour crying out in the other, which would 
you have me turn to?"— '^Certainly to the 
wosfoan^ replied Henry, ''and I doubt not 
but our good Ezekiel would break off, and 
nm; to save a fellow-creature from drowning, 
thpqgh he were in the middle of a prayer." — 
^Assuredly I would," cried the preacher, '' but 
diat will not decide the case; if no man ab- 
sented himself from God's worship but upon 
sodi .good and substantial reasons as these 
whieh have been mentioned, your churches 
would be a pretty deal fuller than they are: 

K 3 there 
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there wonid then be no call for sttch taper- 
nnmerary teachers as myself. But whilst theiti 
is sach a parcel of idlers amongst oaf com-' 
mon people, who make every thing a preteftioiB 
for hanging back from their regular dnty, it 
may be well for the commnnity that there are 
some like myself, who will be at the pains of 
gathering np the stragglers, and compelUng 
them to come in, though it be frotn the hij^ 
ways and hedges.** 

^'Thon hast said it in a word,** cried Henry, 
reaching out his hand to the preacher, -''and 
art a candid soul; he that, hearing this, ahill 
attempt to turn thy humble piety into ridicd^ 
must have a heart of stone.** 

■ 

These words put an end to the controversy; 
and honest Ezekiel, lifting a stone pitcher 
by the ear, which he had placed upon the 
table, filled out a can of ale to each of his 
guests, and after for himself; then shaking 
Alexander by the hand, with a smile of peifect 
reconciliation and benignity, cried,* *'Coinf, 
brother Doctor, here's a aip of thanks to yon, 
ai^d a speedy recovery to your patient.** 

This gave a turn to the conversation; die 
occurrences of the day were now discussed; 
WeeviFs wounds were scientifically descanted 

upon 
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upon by the joomeyman sargeon^ who, know- 
ing EzekieTs ignorance of the learned Ian* 
goages, and not snspecting Henrj of any ac- 
quaihtance with them, took occasion to inter- 
tiurd his dbconrse with scraps of barbarons 
tuildn^ not ibigetting in the mean time to give 
x' proper sprinkling of his own praises, widi a 
^stroke every now and then at his master 
Zacbary sl31 doing penance for his ducking 
at'ifae ford. He was earnest with Henry to 
retnrh to the shop, encouraging him to it by 
JsiaoBLJ reasons, and promising him a speedy 
AelivarBnce from Jemima, whose case he pro- 
ndnnoed upon as desperate. Henry shook his 
hod "at this, and said no nlore than that he 
shoald pay his duty to the Doctor as soon as 
mi ifMnun wonld permit him. This again drew 
aC&e' learned demurs from Alexander as to 
GrolQljIy May*s embrocation of camphorated 
^purits of winiB and buUock^s gall, which Eze- 
kieli'bti his part, as learnedly defended. The 
pitcjier in. the mean time was emptied ; and 
tlieh' Alexander, recoUecting a multiplidty of 
butbess, took his leave. 

^' Child,** . cried Ezekiel, '^ as soon as Kin- 
Ipdi had departed, " the good dune and I have 
ptoVkfed' fo^ thy repose under this roof r thou 
wft'find a bed comfortable and cleanly, ahho* 

k4 it 
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it be but a hDmble one: the hoar indeed is 
yet early, bat tbou hast had a toilsome davi 
and art maimed withal ; a little rest^ with the 
good woman^s fomentation^ will set all to 
rights ; yet, before we part, I must not foiget 
to^ commend thee for the prudent and pious 
rebuke thou didst give to our neighbour Kin- 
loch, when he spoke scoffingly and irreverently 
in thy hearing ; I must no less applaud thee 
for the brevity of thy reply, for thon art yet 
too young and unlearned in these matters to 
handle them argomentatively and at larger it 
well becometh thee to distrust thme own abili- 
ties for that task ; but when I have pot Illy 
thoughts together, and digested them at T& 
sure, I will more fully instruct thee how lb 
silence all such cavils as the scomers-^can'c^ 
pose to thee, and will give thee such rules' bM 
lessons as shall fortify thy faith against all that 
he, or any other unbeliever, can invent 'to 
shake it.** 

Henry made a suitable reply ; Ezekiel stalked 
away with dignity to his cockloft ; the hospi- 
table dame conducted our hero to a little cabin, 
where she had prepared a bed for him, and the 
peaceful cottage was soon hushed to silence 
and repose. ' . : 

% aBCOND BOOK. 

BOOK 
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CHAPTER I. 

A DISSERTATION, WHICH OUR READERS \VILL 

ETTHfiR SLEEP OVER, OR PASS OVER, 

AS BEST SUITS THEM. 

4iN anthor will naturally cast his composi- 
tiba in that kind of style and character, where 
l|r f^ljiiVn himself most likely to succeed ; and 
iflji^i^ he will be directed by considering, in 
tt||fittt place^ what is the natural turn of his 
QK^^jffkmdf where his strength lies, and to 
ip|ifl|^.j}|]a, talents point; and secondly, by the 
]|||Hfr tnntr, which, however much it is his in- 
|pfpit,t0 cpnsult^ should not he suffered to be- 
fgm* him into undertakings he is not fitted 

ft*.-,:. 

Novels, like dramas, may certainly be com* 
pofed either in the tragic or comic cast, ac- 
CQidiqg; to the writer*s choice and fancy. 
Tii)e8 of fiction, with mournful catastrophes^ 
hijye been wrought up with very considerable 
eflffc^;.) I,. could name some of the -pathetic 
lort, whidi are uncommonly beautifnl ami 

k5: deeply 
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deeply interesting ; their success might well en* 
courage any author^ who has powers and pro- 
pensities suitable^ to c6py the attempt; on the 
other hand, examples muster strongest for the 
story with a happy ending: middle measures 
have also been struck upon by some, and 
novels of the tragi-comic character aptly and 
ingeniously devised, which , after agitating the 
passions of terror and pity, allay them with the 
unexpected relief of happiness arid good for- 
tune in the concluding scenes. 

By all or any of these channels, the iliithor 

may shape his course to fame, if he has skill 

to shun the shoals of insipidity ofi^ 'the dKt 

hand, and the rocks of improbability oh tte' 

other; in one word, if he will keep the hap^ 

mean of nature. Exquisitely fine are tlmii 

sensations, which the well-wrought tale of pity 

excites; but double care is required to guule 

them to the right point, because they are so 

penetrating: whoever stirl^ those passions in a 

guilty cause may do infinite mischief, for they 

sink into young and tender hearts, and whieM 

they sink, they leave a deep and permanent iiii- 

pression; they are curious instruments in the 

hand of the artist, but murderous weapoiks in' 

the possession of the assassin. 

Cheerfiil 



Cheerful fictions, with h^ppy , endings, are 
ritten, with more ease, and have less risk as 
. the moral; they play abont the (ancy in a 
ore harmless manner; the aathor is. seldom 

careless of his characters as not to deal out 
lat is termed poetical justice amongst them, 
pirarding the good and punishing the un-^ 
KTthy ; pride and oppression are rarely made 
. triamph ultimately; engaging libertinism 
ilom fails to reform ; and true love^ after all 

trials, is finally crowned with possession. 

The mixt or composite sort, which steer 
tireep grave and gay, yet are tinctured with 
ob, jdeal out terror and suspense in their pro- 
pas, jutfiiUy interwoven into the substance of 
6; fiilble, for the purpose of introducing some 
m and unforeseen reverse of fortune at the 
irj's close, which is to put the tortured 
ifid at rest. This demands a conduct of 
me skill ; for if the writer's zeal for the intro-^ 

ft ■ " ■ 

iction of new and striking incidente> wherein 
•naists the merit of this species of compo* 
ion,^ be not tempered by a due attention to 
tare, character, and probability, the whole 
A is broken, and the work falls to the 
^oond: in good hands it becomes a very 
easing proouction, for the curiosity is kept 

k6 alive 
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alive through the whole progress of the narr 
rative^ and the mind that has heed snapended' 
between hope and feieir, at last sabsides in 
perfect satisfaction with the jnst and e<]uitable 
event of things. 

A novel may be carried on in a series of 

letters, or in regular detail ; both methods have 

their partisans, and in numbers thef seem preltjr 

equally divided ; which of the two is the more 

popular, I cannot take upon myself to say; 

but I should guess, that letters give the writer 

most amusement and relief, not only from their 

greater diversity of style, but from the respite 

which their intermissions afford him. These 

advantages however have a counterpoise; for 

his course becomes more circuitous and sutgect 

to embarrassment, than when he takes the nar^ 

rative wholly into his own hands; widumt 

great management and address in keeping his 

dates progressive, and distinctly methodized^^ 

his reader is exposed to be called back and 

puzzled; and as the characters who conduct 

the correspondence must be kept asunder, the 

scene is oftentimes distracted, where we wish it 

to be entire, or else the intercourse of letters is 

made glaringly unnatural and pedantic by 

compressing the distances from which they are 

dated. 



iatedy: and putting two people to the ridica^ 
lommeoesBity of writing long narratives to each 
otlier when conversation was within their 
Teach. . 

For myself, having now made eiqperiment 
of hoth methods, I can only t^ay, that were I 
to eonsnlt my own amusement solely, I should 
prefer the vehicle of letters : this however 
nmat he acknowledged, that all conversations, 
where the speakers are brought opon the 
Kmtf are far more natural when delivered at 
fifsti.ihand, than when retailed by a correspon- 
dent; far. we know that such sort of narratives 
doilot commonly pass by the post, and the 
lettei[^ botB in style and substance, appears ex- 
treflpdy stifl^ tedious, and pedantic. Upon 
the whole, I should conjecture that the writer 
Ui best accommodated bv the one, and the 
Kader most gratified by the other : I hope I 
i&jight in my conjecture as to the reader^s 
preference of the method I am now porsuing, 
dis: Ihave chosen ill for myself, and gained 
oaicredtt. by the sacrifice. 

"1 r-.-v. • ■ 
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CHAPTER U. 

A MORNING VISIT, WHICH PRODUCES A SUSPICIOUS 

SITUATION. 

With the first dawn of the morning, the 
disconsolate Snsan May set out in search of 
her beloved Henry^ whom she had eagerlj 
expected the evening before^ and whose breach 
of promise she was at a loss to account for. 
A thousand anxious thoughts occupied her 
mind^ and the suspicion that he had now tq^ 
tally renounced her was not the least of her 
alarms. She went directly to her motif's 
cottage^ and^ having met no one by the way, 
was ignorant of the events which had caused 
her disappointment. 

Ezekiel Daw was an early riser^ and had 
already, sallied out; but Henry, to whom 
Goody May had hospitably resigned her be(d>. 
was still buried in profound repose, and sleep-, 
ing off the fatigues of the preceding day. 
The cottage door being open, and no surly 
porter to guard it, the damsel, without let or 
hindrance, mside strait way to the little cham*: 

her 
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where her mother slept, and entering it 
lont noise, to her great surprise discovered 

the good old daihe within thie sheets, bat 

youthful object of her passion, fast in the 
rs of Morpheas, and glowing with the rosy 
s of health and beauty. It was a scene ibr 
I less interested than those of Susan to con- 
plate with admiration; she gazed upon 

with rapture and delight. A consider- 
ible time she stood fixt and motionless^ ba- 
ing in her mind betwixt the propriety of 
ring out of the chamber and the pieatare 
'cmaining in it. The longer she indulged 
senses in the contemplation 6f his person, 

less inclined she was to sacrifice the enjoy- 
it of them : love ^ and dfesire suggested to 
a variety of expedients, which timidity 
''discretion would not yet permit her to 
rrd to. Curiosity wiEis urgent with her to 
-esolved how it came to pass that Henry 
lid be sleeping in her moth^i's beA. Tliis 
e Curiosity prompted hte to wake him, 

love was forward to instruct her in the 
le; a gentle pressure of his hand effected 
wis1ied-f6r purpose. He started, waked, 

hastily cried out^-^"^ Ah, Smttd, 4s it you ? 
iir catnicf j&Bt hithcT>**-^ThU was enough 

to 
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to introduce an explanation, which in few 
words told all that either party was interested 
ta be informed of. Events so . full of terror 
to the feelings of a heart sensitive as Susan'si 
though related simply ai^d without exaggm^ 
tion by the object of her affection, had so agi- 
tated her, that either feigning or really feeling 
inability to keep her feet, she had suddenly, 
sunk down upon the side of the bed, and bj 
an action seemingly involuntary, clasped one of 
his hands in both her*s, whilst lamenting 
over his sufferings with sighs and tears of 
sympathy and condolence. 

When the tale was at an end, and his deli- 
verance announced, the fond girl raised her 
eyes to heaven in silent thankfulness, and thoi, 
glancing them upon the youth with an ex- 
pression that left nothing in her heart untold, 
dropped lifeless as it were upon his ned^ 9^i 
laid without motion in his arms. 

In this moment truth compels me to W: 
knowledge that the forbearance even of Henrj 
was sore beset and staggered under the attad^ . 
Nature (shame iipon her!) played a treach- 
erous part to undermine his resolution ;, sbis 
hurried throiigh his veins like a spell, raised a 
tumult in his he^^rt, and made every nerve ia 

his 
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Ins frame tremble with lier touch. Reason, 
indeed^ the governor of the citadel, and con- 
science,, the centinel of the sonl within it, weripi 
upon their post, bnt uncollected and surprised, 
and scarce half-armed for a defence, when, in 
the moment of danger, their guardian spirit 
sent a rescue in the person of the rural apostle, 
£zekicil Daw himself, who no sooner darted 
his yisitorial eye tipon the bodies of the two 
piersons prostrate on the bed, and folded in- 
each others arms, than having discovered that 
one of the said bodies belonged to the male 
and the other to the female sex, he shrieked 
ont.ln/a key of horror and surprise— *' Child- 
reti of the serpent! impure vessels of perdition I 
what in the name of Beelzebub are you about? 
Loose your embraces, I command you, and rc- 
nonnce the sinful temptations of the flesh ! 
Oh Henry! Henry! son of Belial ! have 1 for 
this stood forth in thy defence ! have I for this 
conibated the allegations of the witnesses who 
accti8€d thee of incontinence with this dam- 
sel? aiid must I now revoke the good opinion 
I had conceived of thee! Inconsiderate yonth^- 
halt thou never read of the continence of-Jo^ 
seph? hast thou never be^n told of that other 
iliiciptrious person (I forget his name) in Pagan 

story. 






210 HSNRY. 

Story, who fled the allarements of a beaatifui 
captive? Wilt thou yield ia virtue to a hea- 
then ? wilt thou be out done in chaste forbear- 
ance by a worshipper of filthy idols^ by one 
pf the Gentile nations of a reprobate genera- 
tion^ a child of wrath cast out from the re- 
demption of Israel, and sealed to everlasting 
torment in the fires of hell ? Can you tell me 
that this damsel, . sightly although she be, shall 
vie in charms with Potiphar^s wife ? I tell thee 
she is no more to compare with Potiphar's 
wife, than a crow to a peacock. And thpii, 
Susan May, I have noted thee, . Susan May, 
for tiring thy hair, and bedecking, thy person 
with lures and.. traps.. ta. catch, th^. wandering 
eyes of men ; I have reproved thee for it, but 
my admonition hath been lost upon thee ; thou, 
hast wantonly arrayed thyself, Susan May, and 
because nature haih bestowed upon thee a 
comely form, thou hast studied to set it off 
by the artifice of dress, whereas thou ough.t^ 
in all descent care to have concealed it from the 
sight of men, to have covered it with the xeii 
of^ modesty, yea, even to have disguised and. 
disfigured it, rather than to let it be unto thee 
a stumbling block, and an occasion of . fall- 

" Pardon 
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*'Pardoti me, sii*,* cried SoBan^ *^I am 
t faAeh ii> the mantrer yba suppose ; I was 
Htow-stnick with the account of what Henry 
s sijffisred since I saw him, and my affliction 
eippo^ef^ me. I believe I fell into a. kind 
'fit^ and so he canght me in bis armi. - 1 
p6 it is neither sin nor shame to 'sympathize 
th liie nnfdtnnate and innocent. If to love 
:i& - be a crime^ t nm guilty - indeed/'-^ 
IfrbM tellest thou 'me »f Idve ?'* turned 
K jureiU^heri ^'thon art tod ydungandnn- 
irti^ ;to know what Wis means:' thou 
[>titdtof be taught thatby thiih' whc^iuncr qlder 
i wiser than thyself; I have studied it, 
M, 4Ad revolvied it in my mind, and i dfo^' 
iiibunde upon experiende and reflection, 
it'the true and only Ibve is the fulfilling of 
i law ? therefore, tell me not that thou lovest 
s youth, for thou haSt no such thing lEibout 
i^ i I db aver that thou hast a war in thy 
nbers, and i;lrhere wAr is, haw can love 

-Henry now interposed, and in ia humble 
ke ^tly i^ested Eseldel dot to cbide thef 
fas^l^'Wlio Wi nbt ibr'thebffience, hating 
Bei-ed' bis cbbmlyer in tbe "tn^suiiiptioii of 
dingher mother there ; and be furthermore 
^^ • most 
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most solemnly assqred him, that their Gonvef- 
sation bad been strictly innocent '^Hetvea 
forbid,** said be, ^' 1 sboald be sodi a yillaio^ 
as to repay the hospitality of the mother, bj 
doing wrong to the daogbter. Did yon know 
me, .Iflatter myself, these asseverations wonU 
be needless ; yon wonld not doubt my honoor; 
but if yon still suspect me as being a straoger 
to you, this worthy girl is not such^ ant I 
should hope you would be slow to believe ber 
wanting in virtue and discretion, merely be-. 
cause her tender heart is susceptible of pity and 
compassion. What she has told you is perfect 
truth; my sad story affected her; she sunk 
upon the bed, and I received her in my anifl. 
Is there a man living who would not have 
done the same? 1 am sure voa would, fori 
have g9od reason to believe your arms are ever 
open to the feeble and afBicted.*' 

"Child," replied Ezekiel, "I believe thee; 
I cannot help believing thee ; there is some- 
thing in thy countenance that extorts from me 
my good opinion, and I give perfect credit to 
thy words from the impression I receive by 
thy looks ; but now that the damsel no longer 
needeth thy support, prudence warneth thee 
to de^st from a conference,^ which may pro* 

dnce 
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dnce . another sinking on her part, aiid more 
embracing on thine ; in place of which I do 
comisel thee to turn thyself on thy {mIIow, and 
compose thy spirits, that so thon mayest atone 
for the wandering of thy thoughts by medita- 
tion and prayer : meanwhile the damsel, whose 
eye betokeneth a disturbed imagination, shall 
wididraw with me, that I may breathe into 
her mind the words of peace^ forasmuch as I 
perceive the evil one yet worketh in her, 
whom it now behoveth me to ptit to flight.^ 

. ' Easekiel now took his unwilling disciple by 
the hand, and led her into the cottage kitthen, 
where, havinjg seated her on one side of the 
chimney, and himself in a huge wicker chair 
on the other, he began the following exhbrta- 
tory discourse : 

^' I will speak unto thee, damsel, of love, 
whereby thou wilt gain instruction how to 
tbink rightly of it in futare, and avoid that 
falae notion which hath misled thy young and 
inexperienced imagination. Thou didst say, 
that if to love thy friend Henry were a crime, 
thou wast guilty indeed : now to love him as 
a brother is thy duty ; if thou dost that, there 
is no crime in thy love : search ^ine heart 
theMfote^: and if thou do^t there discover any 

v*^^ other 
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other eoiotioQt or yearnings tpwac^a the yofitj^ 
tliaA thoa mightest inqocently indulge tfmjtipiii 
a brother, or a sister^ or a friend of thine: ^^^ 
•exi :banidh those sensations at a word, ffur, ifffj 
sure of the evil one ; verUy I prononnce thcp^to 
he abominable, and not to be exGu^ed.** 

" Bnt what method shall I take to baq^l) 
them^*" said SnsanPr— '^Qy mortifying the flnh 
with fasting,** replied Ezekiel, /^and giviDg 
thpelf ap to holy exercises/!-?-'' Indeed),, ui^'* 
cried, the poor girl,: '^I never negleqt, my 
prayers;; but then. I al^^ys pray for Henry; 
and ai).to fasting, if I was to starve my3ejlf,to 
d^tb, I should never get him on|: of my 
thonghts/'-^'^GQ to/* exclaimed Ezekiel, 'Vthou 
art axionsensical girl to prate to me in tbU 
fashion. Wilt thou^ who art no better than 
an nnfledged gosling, barely out of the shell, 
pretend to argue with me, who have weighed, 
and considered, and perpended all these mat- 
ters ? aye, let me tell thee, and experienced 
them also, for 1 will now relate to thee what 
occurred unto myself: When I was a striplingi 
and worked as hireling to my master the apo- 
thecary, his niece, a sightly damsel like thy- 
self, came one evening into the shop, whilst I 
was at the mortar, and being not a little taken 

with 
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Wi% iny aptitnde in hahdlih^ this pestle^ mt^ 
IhdQght she cast the eyes of afiecdon upon 
me; she approached near unto me^ and with 
the most condiescehdiiig familiarity^ graciously 
leaned her arm npon ray shonlder ; in that in- 
stknt I began to feel the stirrings of the ser- 
pent tempting to nnlawfal desires. — 'Eze- 
ki^/ qnoth she, ^ thoa art an indnstrious 
lad; bnt dost thon not think thon coutdstfind 
more pleasing amnsement than that of pounds 
ing these stinking dmgs?* — ^^Miss/ said I, 
* the dmgs may be unsavoury, but honest in- 
dastry is sweet, and tendeth to obtain the grate- 
iiil odour of a good name/ With that she 
seized the pestle in her grasp, and would have 
wrenched it from my hand. I resolutely main- 
tained my hold, and bade her to avoid the shop, 
and not interrupt me in my duty — but how 
now, child! where are thy thooghts a gad- 
ding? thou dost not mark me.** 

"Ohl yes, sir/' replied Susan^ "I do; 
but what answer did the young lady make to 
yon?** — ^^'Not a word,** quoth Ezekiel; **not 
a syllable; but with a toss of her head and a 
sn^j that gave me to understand she was of- 
fended at my plainness, turned out' of the shop, 
and never said a civil thing to me again. Leam 

henceforth, 



216 HXKRY. 

henceforth, child, from this example, to repd 
thy anmly passtions in their first approadi, fir 
the victory is easy; face the tempter andk 
will fly from thee/* — ^^'Dear sir,** said Siuasi 
" were I not afraid of angering you, I shooU 
make bold to say a few words with your 
leave.- — "Say on,** quoth Esekiel, "indoira 
name.'' — " You are very good to me, and I 
know you always advise me for the beat, but 
though ril do all in my power, I should bet 
hypocrite if I were to say I will do all that yot 
•bid me : consider, every body has not the wis- 
dom and . resolution that you have ; you are a 
man, I am a weak woman ; I could no mofe 
give Henry the answer that you gave to the 
apothecary's niece, than 1 can fly in the air. 
Lackaday ! when once love lays hold of the 

heart " *^ Lays hold of a fiddlestick !* 

cried Ezekiel ; ^* it is your business not to let 
love lay hold on any thing; you must drive 
him to a distance.'* 

At this instant Henry entered the room; 
Susan's eyes glistened with joy ; EzekiePs ex- 
postulation vanished from her thoughts ; even 
his pestle and mortar no longer sounded in 
,her ears ; she had no senses but for the object 
in her sight. 

Dame 
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;: ( Dame fl^ay entered the cottage; she raa to 
r^ Avgjghter^ took her in her arms, aad weU 
ued hyer home; she was the darling of her 
vther: Henry's honest nature coold not aU 
V him to suppress any thing that had passed 
Lweeu himself and Susan in her mother's ab- 
iGe» When he had related this to the good 
me with all that air of sincerity that, was 
tural to him^ she, like Ezekiel, immediately 
mred him of her entire belief in evary thing 
had said, and without qualifying it after 
x^or Daw's manner,' with any admonitory 
fetences, she candidly observed, that nothing 
IS more natural than for young folks that 
;ed each other, to steal a kiss when it came 
their way, and no harm done: "For why?" 
ded she, turning to Ezekiel, '^ we must not 
rget that we have been young in our day as 
Jl as they." 

This was such point-blank heresy against 
e doctrines of the good man, just now incul- 
ted, that he stared with amazement upon 
une May; she, who had only nature and 
t one ray of philosophy to guide her, was 
t aware of the reproof she was open to, 
d before Ezekiel could pump the words up 
t of his throat, exclaimed — "Lord love 
voju I. L your 
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yoor sweet hearty Mr. Daw« yoa are 
the best soul Uying, bat you dont conni 
what it is to be yonng; why love in themi 
as it were a second nature, and for ns to 
against it is all one as though we were 
preach against the light of the sun.** 

**Ho]d your tongue, woman,** cried Esi^j 
kiel; ''h is not for an ignoramus like 
to talk about preaching. Have I spent 
breath for nought ^ am T become like 
ing brass and a tinkling cymbal ? are 
preacher, or am I? have you the gift, 
you the calling, have you the election?^ 
lence, vain woman ! and be in subjection to 
higher powers. I have told thy daughter 
she is in nowise to think of love, it becoi 
not young people so much as to medit 
thereupon; and wilt thou now tell her 
it is as it were a second nature ? Wilt 
provoke the cravings of thy child, till, like 
horse-leach's daughter, she crieth out, 
give?" 

Dame May perceived that she had n< 
the good man without intending it, and 
fore began to soften his anger, by assuring 
that she never meant to cast a reflection oi 
his preaching, to the contrary of whicb, 



I 
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mkA uXymp affirmed that tfiere was nobod j 
DO compare with him in the neighbom*hood, 
fULjf flhe might say not in all the county, for a 
MrmoQ ; but she hoped there was no oflfence in 
■apposing he had not turned his thoughts to 
love-matters. 

'* There lies your mistake/* quoth Ezekiel, 
'ffor of all 'the human infirmities it is that 
iHiich- 1 have studied with the most calm and 
ddiberate attention, having never in any in- 
Mgnt of my life given way to it myself, and of 
cpqaeqaence am the fittest person on that ac- 
CMMit to give good counsel to others, who are 
Vetrayed into that unpardonable weakness.'' 

Here Henry smiled ; but what passed in 
Ida thoughts to provoke that smile, as he did not 
^fiienaay we shall not presume to conjecture. 
Gfiody May proceeded after her placid manner 
to prepare for breakfast: Susan bestowed 
aopne stolen glances upon Henry, which did 
npt altogether promise an implicit obedience 
to the injunctions of ber spiritual pastor, and 
m^^t fairly raise a doubt whether she had 
Bmde even the smallest progress in a r^orm, 
liy dismissing him from her thoughts. £ze« 
jkieji was not the quickest observer of these 
tokens, that ever lived, and had moreover at 

L 2 this 
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this moment fixed his attention npon a smoknif 
bason of fresh milk-porridge. 



I 



CHAPTER m. 
FORTUNE BEGINS TO SMILE UPON OUR IffiRO. 

Alexander Kikloch having visited hb 
patient at the mill, called at the cottagf, 
and made so favourable a report of his own 
wonderful performances, and the good nigfaf s 
rest that he had procured for the wounded 
man, that little doubt was now entertained of 
his speedy recovery. In fact, good fortane, 
and the critical interposition of Henry, had 
done more for him than all the art of Alexao- 
der, for the knife had simply glanced npon 
his ribs, and made a flesh wound, neither deep 
nor dangerous, and the blood which it drew, 
though formidable in appearance, was eventu- 
ally no more than the young miller in his state 
of inflammation could well spare with profit 
to his habit and constitution. 

Kinloch delivered a message from Doctor 
^ "^ng Henry to come to him, at be 

was 
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jfns yet confined to his chamber ; he also re« 
peated his prognostication that Madam Jemima 
was in a hasty decline. — *^ Say you so,** quoth 
Ezekiel, ^^why then she is in the properest 
place to meet with good advice : her spouse no 
donbt will exert all his skill in her behalf.** — 
'^Her spouse indeed T cried Kinloch, ^^poor 
creature ! what can he do ? I had prepared a 
medicine for her^ compounded of specifics 
sovereign in her case^ which is neither more 
nor less than an inordinate use of spirituous 
liquors acting on an atrabilious habit**— 
*^Then what can save her but the muzzle?** 
lesamed Daw. — " What can save her!** 
echoed the medical understrapper^ ^^my re- 
medy could have saved her ; a compound of 
all antidotes against hard drinking ; a butt to 
iheath a spieula of mtoxicating potations.. 
Know you not that there is a secret in nature^ 
by, the application of which men can swallow 
4K>lid fire ? so is there a preparative in medi* 
dne against the efiect of liquid fire. This by 
deep research I had discovered and compound- 
ed| when the desperate suicide hurled it .in my 
face ; the very odour of it would have cleared 
a.brain, though inflamed with the fumes of 
the brandy-bottle : other remedies I had pro- 

L 3 vided 
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Tided auxiliary to my grand attftck^ Imt these 
also she rejected^ and now she is coii8aonM|[ 
away by intestine fires^ for I faaye donfe wilii ' 
her." — *' I am sorry for it,** qnoth Heittff 
^' for I fear she is in no 6t condition for if' ^ 
ing." *' Truly I believe not," answered KlA- 
loch, ^^yet I pronounce her a dead woman; 
and I never yet knew any one of my patietitt, 
when I have said that, fail to make my woiih 
good. She pretends that her election^ U8 sbe 
calls it, is sure ; but by the dread she show* tS 
quitting this world, I should mnc^ doiihl if 
she has very hopeful prospects of the iiezt%- 
^^I shall make bold to talk to her oil tiiat 
subject," said Ezekiel. 

Here the conversation was cut short by 
the arrival of a post-ghaise at the cottage ddrir, 
belonging to the Lady Viscountess Crowbery. 
Dame May instantly discovered the person of 
her noble visitor, and ran out of the house 
to pay her accustomed devoirs. Kinlodi in 
liie meanwhile, with his usual plea of business, 
hastened away ; Susan prevented Henry from 
the like escape, by telling him Lady Crowbery 
called frequently on her mother, but that sife 
did not expect she would come in : Ecddel 

MM 
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Aid the- same^ simply obseiriiig that it was 

tcmie charitable errand^ for that worthy lady 

iUd a world of good. — '^Oh! she is the best 

lady breathing,** repeated Susan ; ^^ she has a 

Imrt for every body that safiers wrongfully^ 

uA I will lay my life she has been told of 

H«ry*8 hard treatment, and is come for some 

gpod purpose to inquire about him : as sure 

•I can be I have guessed it for she is this 

ipiioment getting oat of her post-chaise^ and 

ipooiiog into the house.** 

Henry had his leg upon a stool, but before 
lauij Crowbery made her appearance, he had 
ilU9ed himself upon his feet and bowed re- 
spectfully on her entering: the noble visitor 
immediately fixed her eyes upon him ; and 
tbea turning to dame May, who followed her, 
laid, 'f This is the young man we have been 
ipeaking of; sit down, if yon please ; you have 
strained your ancle, and I will not allow you 
to stand upon it on my account — sit down, or 
yon will oblige me to go.** She then made 
f^ gracious acknowledgment to Susan, and 
lealed herself opposite to Henry. After a short 
ijleooe, she began, apparently with some de- 
gree of agitation, to question him about the 
^voits of the preceding day : he briefly and 

L 4 modestly 
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modestly related them as he was bidden.' — ^^I 
think,** said she, '^ had I been in Mr. Blacb- 
ford*s place, and you had told this story io 
yonr defence, as yon have now repeated it to 
me, I conld not have hesitated to acqnit yon; 
bnt after all,** added she, '^we should not 
complain of him for wanting eyes, for justice 
you know ought to be blind.** — " But not 
deaf,** said Ezekiel.— " Right,** replied Lady 
Crowbery ; '^ I am apt to think there is a 
tone in truth, that no impartial ear can wdl 
mistake. But you, Henry (that, I understand, 
is your name) ought not only to be acquitted 
as guiltless of the crime charged upon you, 
you should be honoured and rewarded, for an 
action that bespeaks your heroism and hu- 
manity. I hope you have too much gallantry 
to reiiise a lady*s favours. I desire you will 
accept this purse from me ; you well deserve 
it, brave young man^ and what is more I 
suspect you want it, and I have it to spare.** 

If the grace of giving in any degree con- 
stitutes the value of a gift (which doubtless- 
it does) this gift came recommended by a 
manner, that might well apologize for our 
hero's receiving it with tears of sensibility, and 
blushes that bespoke a modest nature over- 
powered 
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iwered by gratitude. He did not speak^ bat 
i pressed his lips upon the purse^ as he took 
from her hand; perhaps his aim was at the 
ind itself^ but respect stopped him shorty and 
i was awed from the attempt. He turned 
s eyes upon the countenance of his bene- 
ctress^ and beheld beauty in its wane, be- 
svolence in its meridian. It should seem 
at forty years had not yet passed over her 
ad, but of those it was too plain that a por- 
m had been unhappy: her form was still 
3gant in the extreme ; what it had lost in 
iMtance, it had gained in delicacy, and the 
roads of sickliness and sorrow upon the fresh- 
as of her charms were atoned for by so in- 
%sting a character of pale and tender sensi- 
lity, that none but a man of gross taste would 
ve thought that youth and health were 
iptmg to render the person of Lady Crow- 
ry more attractive. 

" I desire," said she, ^^ you will apply this 
lali sum to your immediate occasions ; and 
I have your future fortunes at heart, I must 
*er you to Mr. Cawdle for advice, who has 
f instructions to talk with you on the sub- 
it : take no measures, however, till you have 
m him^ and as soon as you are able to use 

L 5 your 
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your ancle, lose no time in calling upon him.** 
This said, Lady Crowbery took a hasty leave, 
stepped into her carriage, and departed. 

'^Am I in a dream,** said Henry, as she 
turned from the door, ''or is this a reality? 
if so, what am I to think of it.** — He spread 
the contents of the pnrse upon the table, and 
then tnrning to Ezekiel, demanded if he could 
account for this extraordinary present, from 
a person to whom he was totally unknown ?— - 
"Very naturally,** replied Ezekiel; "the 
Lady Crowberry hath large means, and a large 
heart. She was a wealthy heiress, and her 
fortune, independent of her lord, is Very con- 
siderable : she leads a life of retirement here 
in that gloomy mansion, which you may see 
from the Parish Green, receives little com- 
pany, runs into no wanton expences, and em- 
ploys the superfluities of her separate income 
in well-chosen acts of charity. Having heard 
of your gallant behaviour to Miller Weevil, 
and the cruel treatment you received from our 
Justice here, where is the wonder she should 
single you out as an object worthy of her 
bounty ?** 

"But is there not,'* resumed Henry, "soBie- 
thing more than commonly liberal, in bestow- 
ing 
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ing such a sum upon a mere stranger, only 
because he did what humanity required of him, 
to a fellow-creature? Here are twenty guineas, 
if I have told them right; such benefactions 
are not often heard of.** — '^ I should hope," 
replied Daw, ^that is no absolute proof they 
are not often bestowed ; true charity vauoteth 
not itself: therefore put up thy money, and 
be at peace ; I dare say she hath had more plea- 
sure in giving, than thou hast in receiving it/* 
To this Henry replied, "That from what he 
observed in Lady Crowbery, he feared she had 
no great proportion of pleasure in her lot, 
affluent though it was, for be never remarked 
a countenance more strongly traced with me- 
lancholy/' 

Ezekiel shook his head, and was silent. 
Goody May, with less reserve, took up the 
subject, and stopped not till she had exhausted a 
long chapter of lamentations over her dear 
lady, as she called her, concluding it with a 
pretty smart philippic against my lord, which 
the good apostle, after many efforts, with 
difficulty put a stop to. 

Susan in the mean while had seized 
every opening to throw in her word of praise, 
whenever Lady Crowbery was spoken of: her 

L 6 eves 
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eyes testified the joy she took in Henry*s good 
fortune, and she ventured to predict he would 
hear of fuither kind purposes in his favour, 
when he called upon Doctor Cawdle : ^^ For I 
know,** said she, ^^ that my lady passes many 
of her good deeds through his hands, and 
comes frequently to his hoase, where she has 
long private conferences, which my mistress 
used to be very curious about, and would 
fain have set me upon listening, if I woold 
have been concerned in such shabby dealings: 
Very likely," added she, " my lady may in- 
tend to take you into her own service, for I 
have been told that her footman is about to 
leave her, and settle in a public house.**— 
" Poh r . cried Ezekiel, " her footman in- 
deed! Come, Henry, if your leg will can7 
you to the Doctor's, I will accompany you 
thither, and then we shall see how matters 
will turn up." 

Henry declared he found his ancle so much 
strengthened, that with the help of Ezekiel's 
arm he would undertake the walk. Dame 
May furnished him also with a stout crutch- 
stick, and thus supported on each hand, he 
confidently sallied forth. 

Chaf- 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THERE ARE SECRETS IN ALL FAMILIES. 

Whilst we leave oor lame hero on his 
slow march to Zacbary s castle, we will 
inform our readers of a few particulars, 
relative to the lady we have lately introduced 
iuto our history, which may probably account 
for that air of melancholy, which Henry con- 
ceived he had discovered in her looks. 

Cecilia Viscountess Crowbery was the 
daughter of Sir Andrew Adamant^ a wealthy 
baronet of ancient descent. He became a 
uidower soon after her birth, and had na other 
child: she was beautiful, accomplished^ and 
with Sir Andrew's leave might be one of the 
richest heiresses in all England. Sir Andrew 
was a lofty man, circumspect in his o&cono» 
my, and of a sequestered turn, living immured 
in his hereditary castle, far distant from the 
c^tal, in the central parts of England. 

At the county races the fair Cecilia, theu ^ 
turned of sixteen, was permitted to make her 
first appearance in a public assembly. A young . 
oornet of dragoons, by name Delapoer, the 

cadet 
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cadet of a noble family^ well known to Sir 
Andrew^ had the honour of dancing with her. 
The graces of a fine person^ engaging address^ 
and the flattering attentions he paid her in 
the dance, made a com^nest of her young and 
yiielding heart. Sir Andrew cbnld not alto- 
gether decline the honour of his visits^ bnt 
that ' of his alliance he was in no humoor 
to accept; nay, so little disposed was he to 
adopt the yonnger son of a needy baron, that 
he peremptorily commanded his daughter 
never to name him in his hearing, nor even 
to think of him any more. The first part of 
this command she strictly obeyed; the latter 
she was so far from complying with, that whesa 
all hope vanished of conqnci*ing his objectionSi 
she resolutely overcame her own, and set off with 
him on a tour to Gretna Green. 

The same impetuosity of youthful passioo, 
that drove them upon this desperate projecti 
hurried them into imprudencies in the course 
of it : they were overtaken by Sir Andrew 
on the way, and Cecilia was torn from her 
lover's arms, in the last stage ,of her journey, 
too soon for the completion of the c^rem<My5 
too late for the rescue of her innocence. The 
burthen of her woe increased daily, till it , 

swells 
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swelled to a size too big for concealment: 
Zachary Cawdle, then practising in the neigh- 
bourhood of Sir Andrew, was secretly em- 
ployed in confidential services, and a male in- 
ft&t, the hero of this history, was ushered into 
the world. 

Sir Andrew's discretion did not desert him 
OQ this trying occasion : provident in his mea- 
Jttres, he took every means of attaching Za- 
chary to his interest, and binding him to se- 
crecy. Cecilia travelled for her health, attended 
iipon by him as family physician. A tour upon 
the continent restored her to all the freshness 
of her maiden bloom, and Zachary had all the 
Credit of a cure which nature justly might have 
claimed some share in. 

In the neighbourhood of Sir Andrew Ada- 
mant resided a very worthy clergyman, of the 
name of Ratclifie, on a benefice which bid 
beefi' given him by the Baronet: to him also 
the secret was confided, and the infant left at 
his door as a foundling: he christened it by 
the name of Henry, and brought it up with 
great care and tenderness ill his own family. 
Had Sir Andrew been disposed to have given 
bis daughter to the Honourable Mr. Delapoer 
when her situation was madie known to him, 

it 
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it was then too late, for that young officer ha4 
quitted his cometcy of dragoons^ and betaken 
himself to India, where the interest of his (k- 
mily had procured him an establishmentj and 
all correspondence ceased between him aad 
Cecilia. In abont two years after the birtk 
of Henry, Lord Crowbery paid his addresses 
to Cecilia, and was accepted by Sir Andrewi 
who gave him a considerable sum with her on 
the marriage, and at his death bequeathed his 
whole landed estate in trust to Cecilia and her 
heirs, in default of which it was to be at her 
disposal. It was now about twelve years that 
Sir Andrew had been dead, and from that pe- 
riod Lady Crowbery had privately remitted to 
Mr. Ratcliffe a liberal stipend year by year for 
the education of young Henry ; but in all this 
time, though she had meditated on a variety of 
schemes for gaining a sight of her son, she 
had not yet found courage to put one of them 
into execotion since the very year of her fa- 
ther's death, when Ratclifle made her a visit at 
the family mansion, on the pretence of bosi-^ 
ness, and brought Henry with him, then ft 
child of six years of age. On this occasion 
her maternal feelings were such as t6 exposs 
her to very imminent danger, and effisctuaUy' 

prevented 
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prevented her from hazarding another inter-^ 
Tiew, under the jealous eye of her lord^ whose 
temper, after the death of her father soured 
bjr his disappointment of an heir, and discon- 
teoted with the provisions of the will in her fa- 
Tonr^ was so totally changed, that from this 
time her life was made wretched by his treat- 
ment of her : the circumstance of her elope- 
ment, which during Sir Andrew's life never 
once escaped his lips, was now frequently cast 
in her teeth, and sometimes with dark and dis- 
tant insinuations attached to it, which seemed 
to intimate that he was not without suspicion 
of the consequences that followed that event; 
and certain it is, that, in spite of all Sir An- 
drew's precautions, whispers had been circu- 
lated about the neighbourhood at the time, un- 
favourable to Cecilia, which probably some 
spitefnl tattler might have breathed into his 
ears, when it was understood amongst his 
hangers-on that any story they could pick 
Up to the disparagement of his unhappy lady, 
would be an office flattering to his ill humour, 
and a step to his favour. 

Under these terrors, surrounded by spies, 
and continually watched by a jealous tyrant, 
who never suffered her to pass a day out of 

his 
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his sight, it canuot be wondered at if Lady 
Crowberv had never ventured upon any pn^ 
ject for indulging herself with a sight of ha 
son, nor risked the danger of disclosing to.i 
young man, of whose discretion she could have 
no positive assurance, the important secret of 
his birth. 

When she understood, from the Morj of 
what had passed in the village, that a yonog 
man had been carried before Justice Bladh 
ford upon a false charge, who pleaided to fbn 
name of Henry and none other, an antiiMt 
curiosity tempted her to see him. Tlkoii§h 
she had no reason to suspect her son had dtkr 
left his faithful guardian, Mr. Ratcliffe, or htm 
abandoned by him, yet the naime he gave ili- 
with such an air of mystery to the Justice, 
(which had been reported to her) dwelt 
strongly on her imagination, and the very first 
glance of her eyes upon him in the cottag&* I 
kitchen revived in her memory the traces ot 
those features she had once, and only onoe, 
fondly contemplated. Trembling with agitsr 
tion, and fearful to provoke a discovery she 
had not spirits to encounter, she did not daie 
to ask him any questions, more espedaUy b^ 
fore witnesses, but gave him her purse, scaoee 

knowing 
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knowing what she did or, said upon bestowing 
% till^ npoti better recollection, she perceived 
Ihere was nothing left for her but to escape as 
i[tilckl7 as she could, and refer him for what 
ISief might follow to her confidential friend, 
Bbctor Zachary Cawdle. 

Henry in the mean while was not totally 
Irithoat some faint shadows of a recollection 
that he had somewhere, and on some occasion, 
it a lotig time distant, seen her before. Of a 
ha&j Crowbery he was pretty certain he had 
bwrd mention, thongh Uatclifle himself pro^ 
)iMj never named her in his hearing, for in 
Uiitfeeni of honourable secrecy no man living 
p#te more guarded. This idea however only 
idttted in his brain, and he made no discovery 
ikber to Ezekiel or Goody May of what was 
Mttsing in his thoughts, though openings 
aKmgh were given him by the talkative dame 
br inquiries on his part, had he been disposed 
to make them. 

Lady Crowbery hastened from the cottage- 
loor to Zachary*s, hnpatient to communicate 
Id him her suspicions that in the person of his 
i^rtanf Henry she had discovered her son. 
' It cannot be, Madam,'* replied Zachary, 
the name deceives you : it catches your ear, 

as 
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as it did mine, when I hired him.***—'' Bat his 
looks, his age, his voice, his whole air ami 
person accord with it.** — ^' That mast bf. 
fancy,** he again observed ; '^ what can 704 
remember of the countenance of a child of 
six years old, whom yoa have not seen theie 
twelve years ? I might as well find a likeness 
for him, who never saw him since he was a 
babe at the breast." — " So you may think/* 
said she, *^ but I look upon him with the eye 
of a mother ; and I tell you, Zaehary, he is 
th« very picture of his father.** — '* Well, Ma- 
dam,** answered he, ^' that I shall not dispute 
with you, for tliat will not decide the point, 
in question; but here is a letter that will: 
this I received not many days ago from par- 
son Ratcliffe, and if you please I will read it to 
you." — " By all means let me hear it,** said 
she ; ^^ how came you not to shew it to me 
before ?** — Zachary told her he had been from 
home some days, and since his return confined 
to his chamber ; and then added, *^ You will 
find by this letter that he was living in the 
highest favour and esteem with his preceptor ; 
how can we suppose that he should appear in 
a week*s time at this distance from his home 
a needy, naked wanderer, presenting himself 

to 
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tb be hired by the first charitable person that 
would give him food and lodging r** — ^^ Hea- 
Vcn only knows,** replied the lady ; " I con- 
fess it is most improbable: but what is the 
date of your letter ?" — " It has no date," said 
Zachary ; '^ and I suspect has been written at 
several intervals; but with your leave well 
read it through^ though it is somewhat of the 
longest^ and rambles as you perceive, in his 
desultory manner •** — '^ I am well acquainted 
with his manner/* replied the lady, '^ and like 
every thing that his heart dictates, and his pen 
expresses : say no more therefore, but begin/* 

Zachary unfolded the letter, put on his 
spectacles, and read as follows : — 

" Dont tell me of the army for my dear 

^* unknown; I cannot spare him even to his 

country : Henry is the darling of my heart ; 

a perfect deodand ; and if his undiscovered 

parents now should claim him of me, I 

** would defend my property in him with life 

*' and law, unless some tender weeping mo- 

** ther was to prostrate herself at my feet, as 

a certain petitioner did at Solomon^s, and 

humbly pray for restitution. As I am not 

quite so wise a king as he was, I should not 

"be 
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*' be quite so conning in my craelty, for I 
" woold 60oner sever my own heart thin. 
'' wound the smallest fibre in his bdoYed 
" frame, 

^^ ril tell you^ my sage Doctor^ what some^ 
^' times occurs to me^ in the pride of my heart: 
'^ if I was not sudi an ugly fellow^ as . yoo 
^* know, and such a professed woman-fiater, as 
'^ you have sometimes had the face to tell me^ 
^' when Fve called you over the coals for your 
^^ wicked doings^ methinks I should be tf mpt- 
^' ed to throw out a tub to the tattlers, and put 
'^ myself upon the world for the father of tbis 

amiable foundling; but^ alas! it is the only 

tub they wont swallow, for they swear I am 
'^ so frightful that no woman will come neir 
^^ me, and if any would, they pretend to sjiy, 

I am too pious to let them. Out upon 'em ! 
[ they know little of my person, and less (^ 

my piety ; for I will maintain I am a great 
'^ deal handsomer than Socrates was, and not 
" half so virtuous. Now I dare sav vou ne- 
" ver took me for worse than a heathen, and, 
" to say the truth, I have often thought you 
" very little better than one. 

" Henry has been eighteen years under my 
*^ eye ; if I were to say he has no fault, I should 

**be 
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^Abe^toM I mude a monster of him ; yov may 
f^mKffpom therefiMre that he has faults, but I 
''bpftoniifle yon I have never found them ont. 
'^Heis not indeed so fat as yon are, but that 
.^^'his misfortune; in form and feature he is 
^a perfect Apollo, bat then he does not, like 
^yod, rival him in physic; neither does he 
^Oome near him in wit, for his talents are ra- 
^ther solid thsm brilliant, and be does not 
^'kiiow how to raise a laugh at any man*s cost, 
^ for he has -no powers of ridicule ; in music 
'^he is still further off, he touches the pipe a 
^fittle, but it is not the pipe of Hermes, nei- 
^4her is he fit to accompany the harp of 
'^ApoUe. He has no memory; ofiend him, 
^^ttd he fm'gets to revenge it: he has no taste 
^^ for intrigue, and though our rural Daphnes, 
^^ peradventure, would not fly, he has no pas- 
^'sion for pursuits of this sort. He cannot 
^^ drink or he wont, so that he will never 
^ earn the character of an honest fellow, like 
^yon and me. He is the best hand in all 
*^ these parts at sparring, but his art is of no 
^nse to him, for he wont quarrel. He 
^^ knows Greek moderately well, Latin bet- 
^ter, his religion best of all. I can recollect 
'^ nothing that he does in your way. Doctor, 
^ "except 
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'^ except enUing of simples^ for the very 
V of creation furnish him with meditatioiiaMkce 
*' the wonders of the Creator : you deal 
^'them in another way; electuaries^ 
'^tionsy and diet^drinks, are their desi 
'^ when they fall into your hands. 

*^ Such is my Henry. Is he 6t to go 
into the world, who takes every man's worfj 
for his honesty ? No, let him abide wijth 
and obscurity, till Providence opens apa&j 
'^ in which he may walk with innocence ani] 
" serenity. 

'' I gave him his baptismal name, and callei 
^' him Henry : I think he should have as maiif 
as his neighbours ; what think you ? If w^ 
let him be henceforth Henry Fitz-Henry!* 

" Farewell, T. R/ 

Zacbary having concluded the letter, waited 
in silence for Lady Crowbery to speak. After 
a considerable pause, observing her still buried 
in thought, he said, " I dont wonder if your 
Ladyship is puzzled bow to make the hero 
of this letter and my poor Henry one and the 
same person." — *''Tis difficult enough to re- 
concile it to probability," replied Lady Crow- 
bery, "I do confess to you; and I believe 1 

must 
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BtreHnqoish my discovery. Likenesses are 
certain rules to go by ; yet here is a concor- 
ce of circumstances in name and age, and, 
e me leave to say, in nobleness of nature : 
d my Henry been in this young man's situa- 
3, could he have acquitted himself more no- 
? therefore^ at all events, let me know 

history of this youth, for were it only for 
name's sake, and the impression which his 
intenance made upon me, I am repolved to 
his friend. Draw from him the story which 
so mysteriously withholds, and if (which 
still possible) some fatal combination of 
ats should have reduced my child to this 
tressful state, I still must bless the hand of 
mdeqce for guiding him to my protection, 
I, at whatever risk, will meet the dispensa- 
3, and fulfil the duties of a mother. Ne- 
theless it will behove us to be circumspect, 
I am encompassed with hostile and severe 
pectors : should you therefore unexpectedly 
1 my first impression verified, let not sur- 
« or curiosity lead you into discoveries 
t. would involve us all in danger; but keep 

secret of his birth untold tiU we can find 
*orm occasion fit and mature for our reveal- 
it." 
Oh. I. M This 
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This said) and promise made on JanAaarft 
part to be attentive to her instmctions^ Ledj 
Crowbery took her leave^ and departed. 



t 

i 



CHAPTER \. 

OUR HERO RELATES HIS ADVENTURES. AREUOIOW 
CONTROVERSY CONCLUDES WITH A BATTLE. 

Our hero and his friend arriyed at the 
Doctor s gate as Lady Crowbery^s carriage 
drove from it. Ezekiel sate down in the shop 
with Alexander Kinlochj whilst Henry attend* 
ed Zachary*s summons np stairs. He fonnd 
the fat son of Apollo sitting in his night-gown 
and cap, and was welcomed with many hearty 
congratulations for his escape ont of the talom 
of the Justice, on whom Zachary bestowed 
many opprobrious terms, which we have nei- 
ther leisure nor inclination to repeat. He 
touched briefly upon Henry's leaving his 8e^ 
vice, but so as to convince him he understood 
his motives, observing by the way, that Mn. 
Cawdle was now so ill, that he apprehended 
her to be in danger ; " but she will take no- 
thing," added he, '^ that Sawney Kinloch pre- 
scribes 
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ibes to her, so that she has the chauce for 
k still ; for my part^ I am in no condition to 
;end upon her.** 

Zadhary had made Henry sit dovm to rest 
I leg : he now began his string of interro- 
tories* Had he got any service or situation 
view ? None. Would he come back to his 
1 quarters? Henry shook his head^ bowed^ 
1 was silent. Observing this token of dis- 
it, Zachary smiled^ and said, '^ I suspect, 
ing man, you have more honesty than good 
licy ; I doubt you did not take proper pains 
recommend yourself to your mistress : the 
Dt8 pay well when they are pleased, and I 
S88 you do not abound: Have you any 
»ney in your pocket ? ** Henry exhibited the 
rae, and named the donor. '^ So, so ! *' cried 
\ Doctor, ^^ that's a great sum for a poor 
ow ; I suppose you never saw so much money 
;<ether before.'* — "I have not always been 
want,** replied Henry. ^^Then I suppose 
ir parents may have failed, or come into 
able, or stepped aside, perhaps, and that may 
the reason you dont choose to publish your 
ne ; but you need not fear me, for I am no 
Utale." — "Nor I neither," replied Heniy. 
[funph!** quoth Zachary, **I believe that 

M 2 most 
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most readily ; but methinks it should be do refl* 
son with yon for refnsing to confide in me, by 
which yon might make a friend, and snch a 
one perhaps as conld render yon more services 
than yon may be aware of.** He then pnv* 
ceeded to ask^ '^ Had he a father living ?** He had 
lost the only father he ever knew. '^ I do not 
comprehend yon,** said Zachary: ^'waa he not 
yonr real father? Have yon no other name 
than Henry? Were yon never called Henry 
Fitz-Henry ? " The yonng man started at the 
question, and looked him earnestly in the face. 
Zachary proceeded — ^'Did he know a cleigy- 
man in the west of England, of the name of 
Ratcliffe?''— "Did I know him!^ exclaimed 
Henry; *'his memory will be ever dear to 
me : whilst he lived I never knew sorrow."— 
" Good Heaven ! " cried Zachary, "is my friend 
Ratcliffe dead ? How sorry am I to hear it ! Ob, 
that I had been with him in his sickness !"— 
"Alas!" replied Henry, "you could have 
been of no use to him; his case defied all art; 
bis death was instantaneous, a fall from his 
horse; an unmanageable, accursed animal threw 
him from his back, dislocated his neck, and in 
a moment extinguished a life most dear, most 
precious, most divme, if man can merit that 

expression." 
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^aqpression.'' — ^^'And you are the fonndling be 
was so fond of?'' said Zacbary. — '^ I am that 
iisconsolate being,** replied Henry, the tears 
Itreaming from his eyes. ^' Be comforted/' 
laid the honest accoacbeor, who&e heart was 
miiipatbising with Henry's, for be loved Rat- 
(llflfe, and had a tender soul ; ^^ be comforted, 
iny deur good child, and accept of me in place 
oi' your departed friend, unworthy, I confess, 
,to be his substitute, but still a zealous a sincere 
one, as you shall find me. Ratclifie I loved : 
he was the best of men; I know how dear 
you were to him ; therefore you are dear to me ; 
.though he had more experience of your worth 
tfian I have, his obligations to you could not 
be greater than mine are ; for my life you have 
saved, and alas I alas ! it was not in your power 
to save his. TU not deceive you by profes- 
sions ; try me ; trust me ; you shall not be dis- 
appointed, or repent that Providence has brought 
you hither." 

" I think it was the hand of Providence," 
replied Henry; '^for what else could rescue 
me from such distresses as I have encountered 
since I left my patron's mansion ? As soon as 
I. had seen his corpse committed to the earth, 
J found myself a solitary being in the world, 

M 3 without 
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without a friend^ without a name, withoat a 
parent that would own me^ or at whose door 
I conld apply for succour and relief. The 
house of my benefactor I neither conld nxk 
would abide in: I packed up a few clotheSi 
and with what little money I had about me, set 
out upon my adventures with a servant of my 
deceased friend^ who was going to London. 
The army was the resource I had in me^Bta- 
tion. Daily labour I was not used to^ privsle 
service my spirit revolted from, and a 8oldiei> 
musket was at least an honourable, though ia 
slender maintenance. On the road, it was my 
hard fortune to be attacked by footpads: 
whilst my comrade ran ofi^ I stood my ground, 
and made resistance to the robbers ; being 
single, I was overpowered by numbers, and 
left for dead, stunned with the blow of a blud- 
geon on my bead. A passenger had the hiuna- 
nity to take care of me, and brought me to 
his house ; he was a grazier, and held a farm^ 
on the skirts of Hounslow-heath. I soon re- 
covered from the blow, but I had lost my alf ; 
for the villains had stripped me even of the 
clothes I had on: with this man I passed a 
few days, did what work I could in the hon^ 
as well as the field, but there was a certain woik 

within 
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wfthin doors which I would not do^ aod falling 
mder the resentment of his wife^ a woman of 
pa- ootrageons temper^ I was so represented to 
Iniiiy that he dismissed me with ignominy from 
toB doors^ peanyless and friendless. In.this ex- 
jlremity I called to mind a certain old wo- 
JaaOt who had been a servant of Mr. Ratclifie's^ 
Mikd nursed me in my infancy^ livings as I 
imdarstood^ at . this very town hard by, where 
Jkappily I first met widi you : thither I bent 
jHKf conrset and the rather as I had a distant 
Jhape that she could tell me something that 
.m^lit guide me to my parents, for I could 
vnll remember being often told by her, when 
I>waa of an age to take notice of such things, 
diuit I was a gentleman bom ; that I had as 
good- Uood in my veins as the best man in 
the €Qunty, and such sort of vague prattle as 
nmes talk to children, and perhaps might 
mean nothing ; yet it was a twig to catch at, 
ttod I had no better help within my reach. 
When you accosted me in the market-place, I 
had just then inquired her out, and found my 
only hope was lost; she had been dead some 
jMrs« This with other sorrows will account 
for the despair you found me in ; it was a state 
little short of absolute insensibility ; your voice 

M 4 recalled 
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recalled me to some recollection ; you rescued 
me from total deprivatioD of my reaalon. What 
has befallen me since^ I need not repeat ; yim 
know it all ; and tbos yon have the faitlrfbl ab- 
stract of my short bnt sad history;** 

The dbcovery being now complete and 
Lady Crowbery*s conjecture fully verified, 
Zachary took some time to reconnoitre the 
ground he was to go upon^ before he ventured 
to advance a step. Having thrown himself 
back in his easy chair^ and held a short coutidl 
with his wits, he at length broke silence, 'ttid, 
with a gracious smile, began by re-asmmng 
Henry of his favour and support.' ^^ Heaven 
forbid,** he said, ^'that one s6^ bdoved and 
protected by his friend should - be reduced to 
labour for bis livelihood ; he bade him tbiok 
no more of that, he would take his fortunes on 
himself ; and as he was determined not to let 
him sink from bis former situation, the first 
thing he recommended him to do was, to equip 
himself with such necessaries as he had occasion 
for, ready made up from the warehouse at the 
neighbouring market town. Take somebody 
with you," says he, " (either Ezekiel or the old 
woman) to shew you the proper shop, and rig 
yourself out in gentleman*s apparel ; then let 

me 
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. me see yon^ and wlffit yoa have laid ont from 
yonr fond I will replace. As to my house, it 
is your own^ if yoa choose to make use of it : 
if not, and yoa prefer remaining where yon are, 
we can easily make it np to the good ^people, 
who give yoa shelter; and I mast candidly 
confess yoa will be more likely to find qaiet 
and content in yonr cottage than under this 
roof with a certain person who shall be name- 
less." 

Scarce were these words out of his mouth, 

. when a violent noise from the chamber of 
Jemima put a stop to all further conversation. 
The sound was like a crash of glass, and it 
was followed by a loud and shrill scream, which 
conveyed to Zachary's ears the well-known 
accent of his beloved's voice in its highest 
and most discordant key. ^^ Bless us ! '* cried 
he ; and starting from his chair, made his way 
as nimbly as he could to his consort's apart- 
ment, followed by Henry : upon opening the 
door the fragments of a glass bottle lay scat- 
tered on the floor, sprinkled with a liquor 
which saluted his nostrils vnth the veritable 
odour of Nantz ; in another quarter of the 
chamber, Ezekiel Daw was discovered with a 
wash-hand bason in his hand, the former con- 

M 5 tents 
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tents of which he had sent back to their propet 
owner^ who^ though drenched with the pollotdd 
stream, was foaming with rage^ and preparing 
herself for another onset. 

As both parties were high in wrath and 
strong in vociferation, it was not easy to collect 
any thing more of the fracas, than that the 
glass bottle had been vollied by the fair hand 
of Jemima at the scall of the apostle, and 
he, with happier aim, had bestowed upon her 
the miscellaneous contents of the bason. There 
was little doubt that the controversy had been 
of the religious sort, though not conducted 
with all the temper disputants on such a sub- 
ject should preserve. The lady was evidently 
full of the spirit, aad EzekieFs zeal, though not 
quickened by the same flames, was certainly 
not of the lukewaim sort. He had been of- 
ficious in preparing her for the other world, 
and she had done her best to send him thither 
before her. Jemima contended for election 
and grace, which she backed with the argu- 
ment of the brandy-bottle launched at his head; 
Ezekiel preached regeneration, repentance, 
and a new life, which he illustrated with the in- 
ference of the wash-hand bason. Had Jemima's 
syllogism not missed its consequence, it would 

undoubtedly 
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nndonbtedly have been of that class^ which cer- 
tain logicians denominate the knock-down ar- 
gnmrat. Ezekiel's was applied oifverectimfiam; 
rhetoric of a milder species^ yet not less effi- 
cacions, having reduced his opponent to a 
situation, in which any reasonable person would 
have blushed at being seen. 

The only way to make peace was to part 
the combatants, and this was done by Henry, 
who took his fnend Ezekiel under the arm, 
and by force, rather than persuasion, conducted 
him off the field of battle. The eyes of 
Jemima caught a glimpse of him, whilst en- 
gaged in this office, and that one glimpse 
tended more to allay her rage, than all the 
sedatives, which Zachary*s art could have ad- 
ministered; but this it effected by a revolu- 
tion rather than a reform ; for whilst it calmed 
one storm, it raised another: she now grew 
maudlin, and began to whine and whimper in 
a piteous sort ; the old woman was summoned 
to provide a change of clothes, and Zachary, 
glad to devolve his attentions upon Bridget, 
made a courteous exit, and retired to his 
chamber. 

Jemima in the mean time proceeded in the 
task of repairing the damages, which her person 

m6 and 
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and apparel had incurred in her contest with 
the preacher, mattering revenge betweeo 
whiles, and meditating projects for another in* 
terview with the youth, whose appearance bal 
encouraged her with hopes that he might yet 
be won to continue in her service ; and asDo 
means seemed so likely to decoy him as a re- 
conciliation with Susan, she determined- with- 
in herself instantly to start a negociation for 
that purpose. 



CHAPTER yi. 

IS ANY MERRY? LET HIM SING PSALMS. 

Whilst Henry walked slowly homewards 
with his friend Ezekiel^ he was fain to 
lend a patient ear to an entire recapitula- 
tion of the learned controversy, whibh had, 
like most other controversies of the sort, ex- 
asperated both parties, and convinced neither. 
The good man had now the whole argument 
to himself, and managed it after his own liking, 
without interruption, branching it out into so 
many digressions, and commenting upon it as 
he went on so diflFiisively, that it may well be 

doubted 
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doubted if his companion was one whit the 
wiser, especially as his thoughts were pre-ed« 
gaged by the events that had passed in his con^ 
fieraice with the Doctor* Ezekiel*s new birth, 
thoogh strongly insisted on by him as the one 
thing needfnl in Jemima's desperate state of 
health and morals, did not at that moment 
interest Henry qnite so much as the new seme 
of things, which now seemed opening upon 
him with more aaspicious hopes than he had 
hitherto ventured to indulge. Nothing struck 
Ezekiel with such surprise, (as he frequent* 
ly remained to Henry) nothing seemed to 
him so unnatural in the behaviour of Je* 
mima, as that she should be offended with him 
for an act of kindness, ^^ to which,** added he, 
'^1 protest unto you, I was moved by no other 
consideration than that of rendering her all the 
service in my power ; for, having heard that 
Mr. Kinloch had pronounced upon her case, 
I came in pure charity and good will to ap- 
prise her that she had not many days to live, 
and for this my friendly office the ungrateful 
hnssey treated me as you saw; but some na- 
tures are not sensible of any kindness you can 
shew, them." 

When they arrived at the cottage. Dame 

May 
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May and Susan had spread the board with 
dean linen, and a homely but comfortable meal, 
and welcomed them with a smile, that would 
have reoonunended worse &re. Ezekid, who 
had the hospitality, though not the purse of a 
bishop, gave a nod of approbation to the wo- 
men, and a hearty greeting to his companion. 
He then drew himself np to an erect postnie, 
and, with much solemnity, began a grace, that 
would have served for the dinner of a cardinal, 
and which held his messmates by the ears long 
enough to cool the meat and tantalize their 
hunger: a polite preacher might have dis- 
patched a modem sermon in the time Ezddel 
took to warn his hearers how they indulged 
their fleshly appetites; which exhortation be 
had no sooner finished, than he cried out, 
^^ Fall to, my good friends, with a hearty 
stomach, and much good may it do you ^''-— an 
inference not exactly corresponding with -the 
doctrine of the text, but probably better sto- 
mached by the hearers than any part of it, 
and more readily obeyed. 

When hunger was appeased, and the frag- 
ments set by, Ezekiel, turning to his guest, 
said, "Methinks, friend Henry, thy coun^ 
tenance bespeaketh a cheerfril heart ; and verily 

it 
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it gladdens me to behold it; for the face of an 
honest man is the index of his thoughts. The 
maiden also who setteth beside thee^ seemeth 
to participate in thy good spirits, which is to 
me a sore token that 1 have not bestowed la- 
bour in vain upon her; for whereas the eye of 
the lover is snllen and sad, her's ,on the con* 
trary is bright and joyons: onr good dame 
also is ilierr>', and in sooth so am I : for I ex- 
perience something at my heart, which angnrs 
better days ; not that I complain of time past 
in my own particular; Heaven forbid? I<^ 
thankful for my lot, and contented therewith. 
It is not the rich man*s gold that is to be 
envied: it is his opportunity of doing good 
therewith that I covet ; to cheer the widow's 
heart, to cherish the helpless orphan, to em- 
ploy the labouring poor, succour them in 
sickness, and wipe away the tear from the 
cheek of the mourner, these are the voluptu- 
ous enjoyments, these the real luxuries of life, 
which the great may revel in ; this is their bed 
of down, their feast of dainties, and their flow 
of pleasure. But do they not too often let 
these joys escape them? Alas, I fear they do! 
They give, indeed, but do they bless withal? 
They scatter to the importunate and unde- 
serving 
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aenring bounties that would give life to the in* 
dnstrioos, and people a whole neigbbonrhood |!> 
Oh, Henry! if ever thoa art favoared with 
the gifts of fortune, forget not, I conjure thee, 
that thou wast once the poorest of the poor.** 

*^ Behold, I am the favourite of fortune," 
cried the youth, putting his purse on the tabk, 
" and no longer poorest of the poor, therefore 
hear me at this moment declare, that never in 
any future period of my life, whilst I am pos- 
sessed of memory, will I fail to bear in mind 
the sad degree of helpless penury in which 
this unsolicited bounty found me, and least of 
all will I forget your goodness to me, my ge- 
nerous friends, your charitable jMrotection in 
the hour of trial ; and see ! here are the means 
to add some comfoits to this beloved circle, 
and yet provide me with all I am in want of." 

"What!" exclaimed Ezekiel, "shall we 
do good to our fellow-creatures and be paid for 
it by filthy lucre ? Shall we serve two masters 
at a time, praise God with our lips, and wor- 
ship Mammon in our hearts ? Perish all soch 
double-minded hypocrisy! be far from me 
such Pharisaical eye-service ! No, young man, 
the master I serve is able to recompense me, 
and him only will I worship." 

He 



H£NRY. 257 

He now began to tune his voice to thanks- 
givipgi and gave out Mr. Addison's beautiful 
hymn :— 

" When all thy mercies^ O my Ood, 
" My riBtng sonl surveys. "«— 

The chorus was now full, for both Henry and 
Susan here could bear a part^ as the words 
were fiuniliar to them ; fuid had not honest Daw 
and the Dame^ in their zeal, effectually drown- 
ed the more melodious voic^es of the younger 
choristers^ the concert would have been more 
tuneable that it was ; but Ezekiel roared with 
vfigfat and main^ and the old woman blew the 
trumpet through her nose with such a twang, 
that the cottage echoed with the din, and to 
add to the crash, the cow-boy, who was then 
in the act of driving the parish herd from their 
common, hearing the chorus, put the horn 
to his month, and stopping directly before the 
cottage window, sent forth such a determined 
blast, in malicious unison with Goody May's 
nose, as had well nigh overthrown the gra.vity 
of Henry and Susan, in spite of all their re* 
spect for Ezekiel, and the pious task they were 
employed upon : very difierent was the ef- 
fect it took with him, for no sooner bad he 

wound 
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wound off his cadence with the accompani- 
ment of the said cow-horn, than he sallied from 
bis castle, and angrily demanded of the lad 
what he meant by winding his horn in soch a 
manner under his window, purposely to dis- 
turb and ridicule him in his devotions. 

The lad, who was brother to that Jotm 
Jenkins, whom Ezekiel had taken to task at 
the Justice*s, stared at him with a oontemp*' 
tuous griu, and gare no answer. *^Dost thou 
laugh in my face,** cried Ezekiel, ^^ thou no* 
sanctified cub ? I know thee, Joe Jenkins, I 
know thee well, and all thy kin, for agene^ 
ration of scomers : fie on thee, reprobate ! fie 
on thee!** — ^he was proceeding, when the sancj 
rogue, without any apology, slily put the horn 
again to his month, and turning it towards 
the orator, gave him sach another dolorous 
blast in his ear, as drove him back into the 
cottage, almost deafened with the twang. 
What was to be done ? The preacher was too 
much a man of peace to chastise him with 
his fist, and as for his tongue, loud though it 
was, it made no battle against the horn and 
the horn-master, who by long practice bad 
acquired the art of giving such a tone to it. 
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as nothing but the patient ears of a cow conld 
submit to be tortured with. 

Here some of my readers may remark, 
that Henry ought to haye turned out in sup- 
port of his friend ; but they will be pleased to 
recollect in extenuation of his omission, that 
he had sufficiently smarted for his fray with 
the miller; that the stocks were in his sight, 
as well as his remembrance; and that he was at 
this very time so disabled with a sprained ande, 
that he could as soon have caught the birds of 
the air, as the nimble^heeled musician: if 
none of these reasons will suffice to exculpate 
him, I have none else to offer, except that be 
wta just now engaged in a conversation** with 
Sdsan, which though conveyed by the eyes, 
in a language not altogether so sonorous as 
the horn, was not less mtelligible, and pro* 
bably more interesting to both parties, than 
what was passing without doors : in short, there 
was an interchange of looks, which Goody 
May either did not understand, or understand- 
ing did not see occasion to interrupt. 

It cannot be disguised, that Susan May had 
thoughts in her head that did not entirely 
square with those self-denying maxims, which 
Ezekiel Daw had piously laboured to impress 

upon 
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apon her: she had the advantage both d 
years and experience over the youth, opoa 
whose heart she seemed to level her attack; 
three years of her life she had passed in the 
school of Mrs. Cawdle, who was herself m 
mean proficient in the arts of intrigue; and 
though she had now renounced that service, 
it may well be doubted, if there were not 
other motives for her making this sacrifice, 
than purely the moral merit of the act itself. 
Of her passion for Henry she had given un- 
equivocal proofs, not only in her interview 
with him, which Weevil and^his party broke up, 
.but in that also which Ezekiel interrupted. 
With a person uncommonly attractive, she had 
a heart peculiarly susceptible; and when she 
repulsed the attack of Justice Blachford, it 
was probably more the result of an utter dis- 
like of bis person, than of any fixed and consti- 
tutional abhorrence of his proposals. Such 
was her superiority over every girl of the vil- 
lage in point of charms, that not one amongst 
them could retain her sweetheart, if Susans 
eye once glanced encouragement upon him; 
hut this she seldom condescended to, and then 
only in the way of a little sly revenge for their 
spite and malice against her; real liking she 

bestowed 
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Mstowed on none; their clownishness, and her 
unbition^ rendered her inexorable to all such 
ioitors; bnt to the graces of Henry*s person 
ihe had nothing to oppose ; there was a traitor 
m the fortress of honour, that had he been 
disposed to have summoned it, would have 
been found a very bus j agent for a surrender- 
Hence it came to pass, that Ezekiel Daw 
had no sooner bolted from his castle to repri- 
mand the obstreperous musician, whose ac- 
companiment had so annoyed him in his psal- 
mody, than Susan May availed herself of the 
lucky interval to glance a look at her beloved 
Henry, that plainly spoke the disposition she 
was in to profit by such an opportunity, and 
the good will she bore to the cow-boy for 
supplying her with the present one, however 
short : it ikirly told him, that if Ezekiel had 
not so critically interposed to rescue her from 
his arms on a late occasion, she could have 
foand in her heart to have forgiven him, and 
would have met the consequences without ac- 
cusing her ill fortune. Mirth and good cheer 
had warmed the heart of Henry ; the chilling 
blasts of poverty were for the present dis- 
persed ; Susan's eyes were too plain-spoken 
for him to miss their meaning, and his spirits 

too 
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too madi exhilarated to be totally iosensible 
to the purport of it. Bzekiel^ however^ soon 
retnmed, and the scene was changed. 

When the afiair of the cow-boy and hii 
horn had had its proper share of discnssioo, 
the party b^an to talk oyer the business of 
providing Henry with the necessaries he wai 
to porchase ; and it was determined to go the 
next morning to the neighbouring market 
town, which, being upon the coast, and a port 
for small vessels, was furnished with all such 
articles as he was in want of, ready made: 
the distance did not exceed two miles, and 
Henry was opinion he could walk thither 
in the present condition of his ancle, by the 
help of a stout stick, which stood in the corDer 
of the room, and was in fact the pastoral staff 
of the itinerant apostle Ezekiel, who also of- 
fered to accompany him, and render him his 
farther help by the way. Susan, it may be 
supposed, was not backward in her tenders, and 
having been in the practice of making fre- 
quent purchases for Mrs. Cawdle at a certain 
shop of all sorts in the aforesaid place, was a 
party by no means to be left out of the expe- 
dition. The order of march was therefore 
finally so arranged, that Susan, under guard 

of 
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of Ezekiel and Henry, should set out with the 
first of the morning, leaving Dame May in 
charge of the cotti^, and also to provide the 
meal that was to cheer them on their retom. 

A council was next held for lodging the 
company, male and female; and whereas their 
Imrracks were not quite so roomy as might be 
wished, it was not without some arguing pro 
and con, that it was at last settled that the 
mother and daughter should occupy the bed 
in which Henry had reposed himself the night ' 
before; that Ezekiel should keep his own quar- 
ters in the cockloft to himself alone ; and that a 
certain couch, which presented itself as a sue- 
.cedaneum ready for service, in Dame May's 
chamber, should be brought into the common 
room, and, with the help of a mattrass, con- 
verted into a crib bed, for the sole use and be- 
hoof of Henry their guest. 

These regulations made and agreed to, the 
.parties drew themselves together in a circle 
found the hearth, where a few embers served 
to light EzekiePs pipe, whilst the Dame took 
her knitting and Susan her needle, when a 
conversation ensued, which shall be recorded 
in the next chapter. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VU. 

OUR HERO GRATIFIES THE CURIOSITY 
OF HIS HOST. 

^' Mbthinks,** cried Elzekiel, taking the 
pipe from his mouth, ''there is a time, 
friend Henry, when honest men should on* 
derstand each other, and throw aside con- 
cealment: now I do not think thou canst 
charge me with an importunate curiosity in 
thy particular, having been content to know 
thee by none other name, than what thy spon- 
sors gave thee at thy baptism, ever since thoo 
refnsedst to plead to the question of the Justice. 
Tbou wilt say. peradventure, that charity 
maketb no conditions ; that the good Samari- 
tan needed not to inquire the name of hini; 
who bad fallen amongst thieves ; and trae it 
is, that I did not thereupon shut my bowels 
of compassion against thee because thou didst 
withhold an answer to the magistrate's demand; 
yet having now consorted with the at bed 
and board, and lived with thee as it were with 
mine own familiar friend, it seemeth meet 
no longer to disguise from us thy name and 
history, seeing that we may either do thee less 

or 
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or more than justice, by our vague conjectures, 
I for whilst we are in darkness we are liable to 
stumble/* 

"True,** replied the youth, '*your con- 
dosions are just, and your friendship gives you 
a right to know all of me that I know of 
myself; yet can I give you little better satis- 
faction than I gave to the Justice, though I 
shall not content myself with the same shoit 
answer as I made to him. The obscurity, 
which involves my birth, is a secret impene- 
trable to me ; and as I know not what name I 
have a right to take, I do not venture upon 
any. If I have a parent yet living, whose eye 
can trace me to my present poor condition, 
there may still be hope of its amendment, for I 
have not always been thus lost and neglected ; 
at all events it will behove me so to act in 
this my humble and reduced condition, that 
the reasons which, obtain for the obscurity I am 
kept in, may not owe their continuance to 
my misconduct and disgrace; so shall it be 
to their shame only, who conceal my birth, 
and not to mine, if it is never revealed in anv 
future time." 

"Aye," cried Ezekiel, "and it will be to 

their everlasting condemnation in the life to 

VOL. I. N come; 
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come; for how can they expect to be received 
into the lot of the righteous, who abandon 
their offspring, and professing themselves to be 
rational creatares, responsible to their Creator, 
neglect those natural duties, which even tbe 
brutes instinctively fulfil ? We will grant what 
seemeth probable to be the case, that thou art 
what is vulgarly called base-b^ott^i ; what 
then? the baseness is not thine, but theirs who 
so begot thee. Is this a reason, that to the 
crime of bringing thee into the world unlaw- 
fully, they should add that of abandoning thee 
unmercifully? Woe, treble woe to all such 
sinful monsters! — But proceed, for thy narra- 
tion is interesting." 

" That I appear to you," said Henry, " at 
present in the light of a deserted being, I can* 
not wonder ; but I rather suspect it is owing to 
the fatal accident that deprived me of support, 
by the sudden death of my protector, than to 
any absolute dereliction of me by my un- 
known parents, if I hare any such now living. 
The excellent person who educated and main- 
tained me from my infancy, was a clergyman, 
moderately beneficed, and I never heard that 
he had any other means than this church-pre- 
ferment; I must believe therefore that he was 

secretly 
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secretly furnished for the purpose, else indeed 
I should haye been a burthen greater than he 
CQuld have borne, for I was carefully and in- 
dulgently brought up in the abundance of 
every thing that could contribute to my com* 
ibrt and improTement. If he knew the secret 
of my birth, he kept it faithfully, for he never 
opened the slightest hint of it to me; and as 
bk death was intantaneous, by a fall from his 
horse, all communication through his channel 
was shut upon me at once; and having neither 
right, means, nor inclination to keep my sta- 
tion in a house, that with my benefactor's de- 
cease devolved upon a successor, I threw my- 
self upon the world too hastily perhaps in 
point of prudence, for certainly till that period 
I never knew misfortune. Upon the whole, I 
join with you in believing that I am illegiti- 
mate." 

"Yes, verily," answered the preacher, 
*^ thou wert born in sin, for the world is full 
of fornication and all manner of uncleanness ; 
the age is gross and carnal ; the sons and the 
daughters of Belial revel in the face of the 
sun : in vain doth the preacher cry out to the 
strangers and pilgrims upon earth to abstain, 
they stop their ears ; he crieth in vain ; they 

n2 will 
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will not listen to bis voice, preach he never $o 
wisely. For my part, I am hoarse with 
preaching to this adulterous generation; mj 
tongae cleaveth to the roof of my mouth 
with crying ont to the daughters of the land 
to possess their vessels in sanctification, but in 
vain ; though I warn them late and early, they 
heed me not : my whole stock is gone astray, 
every hedge witnesseth to their dishonour; t^ 
damsels are like the kids of the goats in 
coupling time, the young men like fed horses 
in the morning, every one neighing after his 
neighbour's wife, whilst I, if a wake or a fair 
or tbe sound of the pipe calls them off, though 
in the midst of a sermon, am left by myself 
like a lodge in a garden of cucumbers.'* 

Henry smiled ; Susan looked archly under 
his eyelids. Ezekiel, good man, had strayed 
away from the topic they were upon in the 
true spirit of digression, but having at length 
come back to the track, after a few whiffs for 
the benefit of recollection, he demanded erf 
Henry, if he had rightly understood him, that 
the person who had taken charge of him, was 
a clergyman of the church of England ? — 
Henry informed him that he was a clergyman 

of 
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<d the established chnrch, and one that was 
flODi ornament to his profession; an admirable 
.preadier, a deep scholar, and a sound divine. 
— ^^'Hnmphl'' quoth Ezekiel. — "A man;* 
continued Henry, ^^of exemplary morals, 
unblemished honour, and a heart as gentle as 
the dew of heaven.** — ^Ezekiel applied to his 
pipe with double diligence, and was enve- 
loped with a cloud of smoke. — "Whilst he lived 
I knew no sorrow ; I had no other teacher : he 
he was at once my preceptor, friend, and father." 
— " I believe it," said Ezekiel. — " He was 
such a friend as perhaps no father now dis- 
coTered could replace." — •^ None such, I dare 
say, will be discovered," replied Ezekiel : " Are 
thine eyes darkened? Dost thou not at once 
discern that thou art Ishmael, the son of the 
bondswoman, and like him cast out into the 
wilderness to seek thy fortune, without por- 
tion or inheritance?" — *^You speak by allu- 
sion/* said Henry, "and I may not rightly 
interpret your meaning; but if you suppose 
that I am the natural son of that exemplary 
divine, you do me too much honour, and him 
great injustice; therefore banish all those sus- 
picions from your mind at once, and though 
I cannot expect you to reverence his charac- 

n3 ter 
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ter as I do who knew it, I do expect that you 
will not wonnd my feelings by sugg^estions so 
unworthy of it. Do not let me appear cap- 
tious by what I now say, but the respect which 
my experience of his virtues has engrafted on 
my heart, will not suflFer any stain to be cart 
upon his memory; to him I owe the &ense, 
and conviction of this and every other prin- 
ciple of rectitude and justice; and if I deviate 
from it, the transgression will lie at my own 
door: but I trust I shall not so offend against 
his instructions as to grieve his departed spirit; 
and as I have endured adversity with tolerable 
resignation and composure, I hope, if it shall 
please Heaven to reverse my lot, I shall not 
be found wholly underserving of prosperity." 

Ezekiel knocked the ashes out of his pipe, 
and sate silent in profound meditation — Susan 
sighed and kept her eyes fixed upon her work, 
— Goody May went on with her knitting, ob- 
serving however by the way, that a mother 
who neglected her own offspring was worse 
than an infidel. At length Ezekiel, awaking 
from his reverie, remarked, that he had some- 
where read or else been told, of a certain son 
in the like mysterious circumstances, who had 
either married his own mother, or had a child 

by 
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by her^ he could not exactly say which, but 
he remembered it was a very shocking story. 
— ^^ Which ever it was/' Henry replied, "it 
would not be his case ; there was one sure way 
to escape shipwreck, by never going to sea." 
Here Susan glanced a look at him, which 
seemed to say, make no rash resolutions. — 
Goody May in her natural manner said, " Well, 
well! lean vouch for it you are not my son." 
— ^' Nor any body's relation in this company, 
I dare say," added Susan. — Ezekiel next, with 
mnch gravity, put in his protest against the 
possibility of any claim being made upon him, 
for reasons which he should keep to himself; 
and concluded by saying, " He did not doubt 
bat the sin laid at the door of some high>born 
hussey, for he believed from his heart there 
were many dark doings amongst them ; few 
of them he feared were like good Lady Crow- 
bery; she was a non-such, a pattern of pu- 
rity." — ^This led him into another digression, 
in which he took a circuit round the neigh- 
bourhood, which set him down at the next 
door with Justice Blachford, who, he observed, 
was keen in spying out small trespasses in 
others, and overlooking great ones in him- 
self. 

N 4 " Aye, 
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"Aye, so the people say," cried Goodj 
May; "but who believes them? Did not 
they scandalize my poor dear child, no longer 
ago than yesterday, when Henry was before 
his worship? I am snre. If I thonght any harm 
of Mr. Blachford in that way, I should not 
have listened to the ofier he made me this very 
morning for my Susan ; yet such a place as 
Mrs. Lockefs, the housekeeper, for a yoni^ 
woman out of service as she is, does not &11 to 
every body's lot : I am certain the late gentle- 
woman made a pretty penny by it, aye ! and 
went as handsomely the whilst as the best she 
in the county." 

"Went as handsomely!" repeated Eze- 
kiel ; " what dost thou infer from that, good 
dame, but that servants dress out of character, 
and shew the world they either spend more 
than they earn, or earn more than their 
wages?" 

A conversation was now started between 
the Doctor and the Dame, which branched 
out into many discussions not very edifying, 
were I to attempt the relation of them, in all 
which the hero of our history had little inte- 
lest, and took no part: Susan indeed could 
have told a tale of Justice Blachford, that 

might 
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might have ended the debate at once, but she 
was in the first place under promise of secrecy, 
and in the next not in tbie humour to unfold 
it before the company present. 

Upon the whole it was plain^ that although 
Ezekiel mingled much good reason with 
many oddities^ yet the worldly advantages of 
a gainful place, and the soothing measures 
Blachford had taken to insure an interest with 
the mother of Susan, had their due influence 
with her, notwithstanding all that the hazard 
of the situation, or the sincerity of honest Daw, 
could ot^ect to deter her. 



CHAPTER Vm. 

LOVE AND AMBITION ARE NO FRIENDS TO SLEEP. 

The day was now closing, and twilight faintly 
served to usher the several parties to their 
repose ; the couch was spread in the kitchen 
for Henry, in which task the fair hands of 
Snsan had the principal share; and Ezekiel 
ascended to his loft. 

All, who have experienced the effects of love 
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or ambition, will acknowledge that neither 
of these passions are endued with any sopo- 
rific qualities: whilst Susan's thoughts were 
kept awake by one, her mother s imagination 
was haunted by the other: the image of 
Henry stretched upon his pallet in all the cap- 
tivating bloom of youthful beauty formed a 
glowing vision in the busy fancy of that fond 
damself, which banished sleep : whilst the warm 
imagination of the fond mother pictured her 
beloved daughter in the state and dignity of 
housekeeper to Squire Blachford, with all the 
insignia of her office about her: the keys at 
her side, pickles and preserves, pi'esses filled 
with linen, and stores of all sorts in her charge, 
with humble housemaids waiting to obey her 
nod — and rest was no less banished from her 
eyes. Each party being thus possessed by her 
ruling passion, they proceeded to vent their 
meditations in a kind of dialogue, or rather 
of alternate soliloquy, in which both excla- 
sively indulged their own favourite ideas, yet 
neither perceived that she was talking to her- 
self. 

*' Well, to be sure,'* cried Sasan, " some 
people in the world must be absolutely void of 
feeling; tliey must be monsters in nature, who 

abandon 
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abandon their own child: in my opinion, be 
they what they may, they might be proud to 
acknowledge such a son as Henry." 

*^ Very true," quoth the mother ; " and 
the more I think of it the more I am con- 
vinced^ notwithstanding all that Mr« Daw can 
say to the contrary, that it will be the wisest 
thing you can do to close with the Squire's 
proposal. Why, lack-a-day! such offers don't 
come every day." 

"Search the kingdom through," continued 
Susan, " yon shall not see a finer, shapelier, 
lovelier figure in ten thousand, nor one that, in 
spite of his poor apparel, has more the air of 
a gentleman." 

"I dare say," resumed the Dame, "that what 
with perquisites and presents, and such like fair 
comings-in, you will make it worth you a 
good twenty pounds a year, aye belike, and 
more than twenty; why, *tis a fortune, girl; 
and he said he would not haggle with you 
about wages." 

"I'll bet a wager, when he is dressed in his 
new clothes to-morrow, there will not be so 
charming a fellow in this county, nor the next 
to it. Oh! mother, let preacher Daw talk till 
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he is hoarse, he shall never talk me out of my m 



senses." 
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No, to be sure, girl, yon are of an age to 

carve for yourself; besides, what can he know 

of these matters?** 

'* Nothing,** replied Snsan, "nothing in 

nature; you heard him say he had reasons of 

his own why Henry could not be his son: 0* 

my conscience! I believe him, poor man; 

those reasons of his are soon guessed at : he 

knows no more about it than this bed-post; 

nay, not so much, for how should he come at 

it?'* 

"Lack-a-day!** resumed the dame, "he is 

a goodly pious creature ; but he forgets that 

young women have their fortunes to make.** 

"Aye, and their pleasures to pursue,'* ad- 
ded Susan ; " though with his good-will, they 
should do nothing but sing psalms and hear 
sermons ; if he had his way, he would be for 
locking us all up like nuns in a cloister." 

" Well, well then, follow your own iancy, 
and don't heed what he says to prevent it." 

" That's my good mother," quoth the hap- 
py girl, nimbly turning herself about ; "i'faith, 
I'll follow your advice, and not regard what 

he 
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he says to the contrary. A fine piece of work 
he made forsooth about nothing, only because 
the dear lad gave me a civil kiss, and no harm 
done ! " 

^^ I told him there was no harm^"* rejoined 
the Dame> ^^I told him he was too strait- 
laced in those matters; and I dare say^ if 
the Squire offers at any such liberties, your 
own discretion will take care no harm shall 
follow it; one would not lose a friend for 
such little freedoms, so long as they are inno- 
cent ones." 

* * The Squire, indeed !** cried Susan ; " name 
him not, filthy creature, I abhor and detest him, 
and had rather a toad should touch me than 
he ; but Henry — *' 

*^ What has got in your head now ? " replied 
the mother, somewhat peevishly ; ^^ I am talk- 
ing to you of Squire Blskchford, and you are 
rambling about Henry : I am recommending 
a good place to you, and your thoughts run 
a gadding after the lad in the next room. Ah ! 
Susan, Susan ! thou wilt always be a gill-flirt, 
hankering and hankering for everlasting after 
the young fellows, but don't forget the main 
chance, my girl ; remember service is no in- 
heritance ; make hay, as the raying is,, while - 

the 
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the sun shines, and don't let a good thing go 
by you.** 

*^ It may be a good thing in one sense,'' 
said Snsan, ^^ bnt there is a very bad thing be- 
longing to it. I know the Sqnire full well, 
and for what base purposes he makes this offer: 
he would have me be to him as Mrs. Locket 
was. whom he is tired of, but 1 scorn it ; I 
would sooner beg my bread round the world 
with Henry than ride in my coach with such a 
nasty, black, old, heartless wretch as the Squire. 
Ah ! mother, mother, all his kindness to you 
is but coaxing and cajoling to make a fool of 
you, and something else of me. If you bad 
but seen what he did yesterday." — *^Why, 
what did he do?" eagerly exclaimed the mo- 
ther, '^you frighten me out of my wits."— 
"'Twas well I frightened him out of his," re- 
plied Susan, "by screaming and struggling, 
and forcing him to let me loose, or I know not 
what would have happened; but I got out of 
his clutches, and made him let Henry out of 
the stocks, or I would have exposed him to the 
whole neighbourhood. But now, mother, dent 
say a word of what I've told you, for I gave 
him my promise I would not tell of it ; nor 
would I have opened my lips, if you had not 

pressed 
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pressed me about his offer^ which I am sure 
yoD would not now wish me to accept.'* 

" Not for the wealth of the world, my 
child," replied the good Dame, ** would I 
have you take a service on such terms. 
Well, of a certain that man must have the 
cunning of the devil in him, for he talked to 
me in such a stile, that I no longer believed 
any one of the bad stories that are told of him, 
but t6ok them all to be mere spite and 
malice ; and when Mr. Daw talked against him 
a while ago, I took his part, and was angiy 
with the good man for listening to such fables: 
Alack-a-day! what a world is this we live 
in!" 

Dame May had now got into the moralizing 
vein, the lulling quality of which soon began 
to take effect ; her words died away in drowsy 
murmurs, the visions of ambition faded from 
her sight, and the gentle god of sleep no longer 
needed solicitation to befriend his aged votary 
after the accustomed sort. 

Half of his task was still unfinished ; the 
bright eyes of Susan were not so willing to be 
closed, nor could he still the throbbing of a 
young high-passioned heart, which panted for 
other consolation than his soft quiet could be- 
stow. 
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stow. The wanderings of fancy were not so 
easily allayed^ and projects npon projects rose 
in succession to pnzzle and perplex her brain : 
bnt even meditation and the thoughts of loye 
will yield at last to iVatoreV kindrestorery babny 
sleep ; and thongh, perhaps, there were other 
arms in which she would more gladly have re- 
posed herself, the love-sick damsel fell at length 
into the embrace of that delusive power, which 
has nothing to bestow bnt dreams and visions 
and unreal shades. 



CHAPTER EC. 

A DOMESTIC SCENE IN UPPER LIFE. 

Let us now steal away with silent tread on 
tiptoe from the pallet of the sleeping damsel, 
to visit the more splendid but less peaceibl 
chamber of the Lady Crowbery. 

Upon her return from Zachary's, she crept 
up to her room, hoping there to pass a few 
undisturbed moments of private meditation, for 
her heart was full, and her thoughts unsettled ; 
in spite of the letter she had lately heard read 

to 
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to her^ she conld not divest herself of the first 
impression which the sight of Henry bad made 
upon her heart. In his features she persisted 
to believe that she had recognised the picture, 
which memory had preserved of her child, 
matured but not obliterated by time; and the 
longer her mind pondered upon it, the stronger 
her persuasion grew, though against probabi- 
lity, that she had discovered her son in the per- 
son of this mysterious stranger. His name, 
age, form, nay, his very voice, struck her ear 
as conveying the same tones, only deepened 
by manhood ; in short she surrendered herself 
to this idea, which like a spell, possessed her 
senses, and dissolved her into tears. 

At this moment a message from her Lord 
summoned her to his presence: unseasonable 
though it was, she well knew no excuses for 
delay would be allowed, and she instantly 
obeyed. She found him with Blachford and two 
other persons, the one an attorney who ma- 
naged his estate, and the other a captain of 
marines, who bore his name, and was acknow- 
ledged as a near relation. Bloated by the 
flattery of these his constant satellites, and se- 
cluded from the rest of the world, his pride, 
self-consequence, and ill-humour were without 

controul ; 
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controul ; and as nothing met his eye of which p 
he was not the lord and master, be was be- Iji 
come the despotic tyrant of the sphere in which \i 
he moved. Blachford found it convenient to 
court his favour, for his property extended far 
and wide over the neighbourhood; and such 
interest as is attached to property be could not 
fail to possess, and did not scruple to exert. 
Blachford*s small estate was surrounded by his 
lands and manors: the countenance of Lord 
Crowbery was also the more to be coveted, 
because he lived upon very distant terms with 
every other gentleman in the neighbourhood. 
He had been giving the Peer an account of 
Henry, and the several circumstances that bad 
come out at his examination. In telling a story 
he had an art of shaping it to his purposes, 
and on these occasions any one might have 
supposed him to be upon the best terms with 
truth, so free did he make with it. He spoke 
of his prisoner's behaviour as highly insolent 
and contumacious, and though of necessity he 
had released him upon Weevil's evidence, yet 
he still considered him as a suspicious charac- 
ter; he observed, that it was not impossible but 
the whole might have been an artful collusion 
between him and Bowsey; and though the 

law 
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law would not bear him out in committing 
iiim to prison, it was no rule to him in matters 
of opinion, and as far as that went, he for one 
could not bring his mind to acquit him of the 
guilt. 

Whilst Henry and Ezekiel were upon their 
visit to Zachary, Blachford had been with 
Goody May upon the subject of the house- 
keepers place, and by her he was told of Lady 
Crowbery's coming to her house, and of the 
l)onnty she had bestowed upon Henry. This 
he now good-naturedly imparted to my Lord, 
not willing that any of her good deeds should 
be lost, extolling her charity, but doubting as 
to the worthiness of the object it was employed 
upon. Appearances, he confessed, were apt to 
mislead, and in no case more likely so to do 
than in that of the young man in question, 
who, he must say, was one of the handsomest 
fellows he ever set his eyes on, and it was very 
natural on that account to feel a prejudice in 
his favour; he owned that he himself had ex- 
perienced it whilst he had him under examina- 
tion ; and if he, being a man, was sensible of 
it towards one of his own sex, it was not to be 
wondered at if the softer heart of a woman 
was affected by it in the same, or even a greater 

degree. 

This 
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This was enough for all the spiteful purposes 
of Blachford ; it was patting the match to the 
train of combustibles in the jealous bosom of 
the Peer ; who, muttering to himself something 
not quite distinct enough to be clearly over- 
heard by his company, rung the bell and dis- 
missed a servant to his lady with tlie message 
already reported. 

Upon her entering the room he received 
her with a kind of ironical civility, expressing 
his hope that she had had an agreeable airing : 
he next inquired where she had been ? To the 
apothecary's — And to no other place ? She re- 
collected having stopped at the cottage of 
Goody May. And did not she recollect any 
thing more than simply stopping at her door ? 
could not she recollect entering the cottage? 
could not she call to mind her own good deeds 
there performed, and the very generous method 
she took of cheering the widow's heart, by let- 
ting her see how bountiful she could be to a 
stranger and a vagabond at the very first sight ? 
The fame of her charity, he said, had circulated 
through the whole village, and their demands 
upon her in future could not fail to be very 
high ; for what was there which the resident and 
industrious poor might not reasonably expect 

from 
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from one^ who had so much to throw away 
upon the idle and nndeserying ? — Her answer 
was very short. She was always sorry when 
ber little charities were made matter of report ; 
bnt she perceived she had some friend, (and 
here she pointed a look at Blachford) who was 
not disposed to let her slightest actions pass un^ 
noticed. She had indeed given a small matter 
to the yonng man, who had been apprehended 
upon a false charge; and from the circum- 
stances, which then appeared, she thought her- 
self warranted to consider him as an object 
deserving of her charity. ^^ Nobody can doubt 
of your ladyship's motives,** replied my Lord 
witJi a sneer; '^and no object, if I am rightly 
informed, ean be better qualified to stir up the 
soft sensations of charity in a female heart than 
the fellow in question. I find he has been 
pretty successful already in his setting out ; but 
now that your ladyship has lent your hand to 
the good work, we may expect him to per- 
form great matters ; whilst you furnish him 
with money and encouragement, he'll supply 
himself with amusements amongst the wives 
and daughters of our peasantry, to the great 
improvement of the breed, being, I am told, 
as perfect an Adonis as was ever carted to the 

gallows. 
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gallows. One of onr young parishioners, it 
seems, has been very charitable to bim alreadjt. 
and left her service for his sake ; I mean the 
daughter of that very woman, whom yov 
ladyship honours with your visits, and who at 
present condescends to inhabit a cottage of 
Mr. Blachford*s, in which however I amiih 
dined to think her residence will not be of any 
very long duration, if my interest can obtain hei 
removal; for my charity will not, like yonr 
ladyship's, be addressed to one worthless indi- 
vidual, but have respect to the community at - 
large, by clearing it of this fellow and his clan, 
who are in a fair way, with your kind assistance, 
to corrupt the morals of the whole hamlet, if 
not speedily driven out of it." 

To this no answer was attempted on the 
part of the lady ; she well knew the quainter 
from which the spiteful information sprang, 
and she doubted not but this charge against 
Henry was equally groundless with all the 
rest: she was secretly resolved, however, to 
ascertain the truth, as far as it could be dis- 
covered in Susan May's particular; and now 
Blachford too late began to repent of his folly 
in stirring any question about that young wo- 
man's 
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DQiaii^s conduct^ who had so mnch in her power 
to retaliate upon him : he gnawed his lips with 
▼exation for having been so flippant on a ten* 
der subject; but cunning fellows are very 
eapable of outwitting themselves. The cap- 
tain and the lawyer kept close ; and whilst my 
Lord was meditating a fresh attack upon the 
patience of his lady, a servant announced the 
arrival of visitors, in the persons of Sir Roger 
Manstock and his daughter. 

As our readers will have frequent oppor- 
*tunities of making their own observations on 
the character of this gentleman, and also of his 
fair companion, we shall in this place disclose 
no more of either, than that Sir Rc^er was a 
person of considerable weight and influence in 
the county, living hospitably, and cultivating 
the good esteem of his neighbours rich and 
poor. He had married a younger sister of 
Lady Crowbery's mother, and by her was left 
a widower with an only daughter, Isabella by 
name, who now * accompanied him on his 
visit. 

We have said that Lady Crowbery's father 
leflt his estate in trust for her use, and this trust 
he devolved upon Sir Roger Manstock, than 
whom he probably could no where have found a 

fitter 
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6tter person, he being not only strictly faitbfbl 
to her interest^ hot as tenderly r^ardfii] of her 
happiness as if she had been a child of his own. 
Nothing bnt this love and regard for her conid 
probably have brought him to the house of 
the Lord Crowbery, whose society he dis- 
liked and whose tyranny he detested. He was 
now called over apon a matter of business; 
the news of Mr. Ratcliffe's death had reached 
him, and the bearer of that melancholy intel- 
ligence was himself a suitor to succeed him in 
the living. As Sir Roger well knew the gteat* 
esteem Lady Crowbery had for the deceased, 
he did not think fit to broach his business in 
the hearing of my Lord or any of his com- 
panions ; but having prefaced his request with 
a proper apology to that noble personage, he 
retired with his niece and daughter to another 
apartment, and there disclosed to her, with all 
the precaution in his power, the fatal accident 
that had befallen her friend, an event which, 
under any circumstances, • would have been 
highly affecting, but in the present state of her 
spirits was peculiarly so, combined as it now 
was with her sensations in regard to Henry, 
her mind being instantly smitten with the con- 
viction that he was her son. This incident, 

though 
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though unknown to Sir Roger Manstock, pro- 
duced effects that could not be disguised^ 
and he perceived her agitated to such a degree^ 
diat he no longer thought of leaving her^ as he 
^ at first intended^ but very earnestly desired she 
I would permit either himself or his daughter to 
- stay by her for the evening, if Lord Crow- 
bery would consent to give them house- 
room. 

To this kind offer she thankfully acceded, 
saying, "You are always good to me, and 
""coubiderate of my unhappy spirits; knowing 
how unpleasant a task I impose upon you, I 
ought not to be so selfish as to accept yoar 
kindness ; but I do confess the society of my 
dear Isabella, if you can spare her to me one 
day, will be a comfort above every thing in 
life ; but if you grant me this, you must add 
the further favour to it, and speak to my Lord, 
for I dare not undertake it." She then asked 
some slight questions respecting the person 
who brought the inteUigence, and this she did 
for the purpose of introducing an inquiry more 
interesting — " Did he know what had become 
of the young man, whom Mr. Ratcliffe had 
adopted?" The Baronet replied, "That this 
l|ad been one of the first things in his thoughts, 
VOL. I. o knowing 
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knowing as he did the affection which the de- 
ceased entertained for that young man^ but 
that he could learn nothing more from bis 
inquiries concerning him, except that he had 
suddenly disappeared after the decease of his 
friend, and had not since been heard of. 

This was a circumstance that seemed to ber 
to carry conviction with it, and she no longer 
doubted having discovered her son in the per- 
son of Henry. It was now in her power to 
secure to him the protection of Sir Roger 
Manstock, without revealing the more im- 
portant secret of his birth, to which no one 
was privy but Doctor Zachary ; she determined 
therefore to communicate to him the several 
occurrences that had been passing in the vil- 
lage relative to Henry, and concluded by say- 
ing, " It will be a very singular turn of for- 
tune, or I sbonld rather say of Providence, if 
it proves that I have discovered this very 
foundling by the merest accident in nature, 
and that he is n<9w in this parish, at the house 
of a poor wido4(^ where 1 chanced upon him 
this morning, in a 'state of absolute distress and '■ 
indigence : should he prove to be the relict of 
my lamented friend, I will take his fiiture for- 
tunes upon myself, and in this undertaking I 

hope 
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hope I shall have yonr approbation and advice, 
for I am sorry to say I foresee great uneasiness 
irom a certain quarter, somebody having taken 
the cruel pains to impress my Lord with very 
unjust prejudices against him already; and to 
confess the truth, at the moment when you and 
Isabella arrived, I was under strong rebuke 
for having bestowed a small relief upon him, 
which that mischief-making Blachford had 
reported after his fashion, and in the art of 
aggravation I am sorry to say he is exceeded 
by no one." 

Our readers will now be pleased to help us 
to the conclusion of this chapter, by kindly 
supposing that every thing proper to be said 
on the part of the worthy Baronet was said; that 
having taken leave of my Lord, and by his gra- 
cious permission left the lovely Isabella to ad- 
minister soft consolation to her unhappy cousin, 
he is safely seated in his post-chaise on his re- 
turn to Manstock Castle, having ten miles to 
measure homewards, and the evening fast ap- 
proaching to its close* 
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CHAPTER X- 

OUR HERO IS SEEN IN A. VERY DANGEROUS 

SITUATION. 

The sun had now reared his glittering 
orb above the eastern waves, gilding their 
curled heads with orient gold, when Susan^ 
eager to prepare for the appointed expedition, 
broke forth from the bands of sleep, and 
unfolding to the God of day two brilliant eyes, 
whose lustre seemed almost to vie with his, 
silently detached herself from the side of her 
sfill snoring mother — for she, sweet nymph, 
disdained the selfish practice of those unfeeling 
and obstreperous beings, who seem to think, 
when they have done with sleep, that all the 
world should wake: on the contrary with 
steps as light as gossamer, she trode slipper- 
less over the clay-bound floor, and throwing 
a loose bed-gown over her, fastening it at the 
same time with a slight knot round her waist, 
presented to the sylphs, if any were there at- 
tending, an object for which they would doubt- 
less have been content to have taken human 
forms, though they had forfeited immortality 
by the exchange. 

Thus 
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Thus half attired^ she raised the wooden 
latch, that was the only barrier betwLst her and 
the beloved youth, who occupied the solitary 
couch in the adjoining room, not entering like 
the nightly thief, with a malicious intent to 
steal upon his defenceless slumbers, and plun- 
der him undiscovered, but for the harmless 
purpose of redeeming her own property, there 
deposited and left at his mercy, of which she 
recollected various articles, that had escaped 
her memory over-night, and which of course 
it now behoved her to reclaim. She drew the 
chamber-door after her with duteous attention, 
still cautious how she disturbed her aged pa- 
rent in the enjoyment of her repose, and for 
a time, as if fascinated by the charms of the 
slumbering youth, stood in fixed contemplation 
of his person, seeming to have lost all me- 
mory of those very objects, which she came 
in search of. Two or three loose articles, not 
very essential to her dress, she had already 
collected, when casting her eyes upon the 
couch, she discovered the skirt of a snow- 
white quilted petticoat, which she had im- 
providently spread upon the very pallet on 
which his limbs, were stretched, and which 
certainly could not be recovered, without 

o 3 wakeninf 
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wakenine: the sleepiDg youth, then bodily ex- 
tended upon it. ^ 

In this case what alternative , remained ? 
It was clear to the dullest apprehension^ that 
a young woman without a petticoat could not 
decently present herself to the eyes of a whole 
market-town^ where she was soon to appear : 
yet it could not be taken from under him by 
the most delicate address without wakening 
him^ and at the same time he could not be 
awakened and made to open his eyes, with- 
out discovering how much undrest she was, 
and how very thin the veil, that scarcely m- 
tercepted the entire display of those natnral 
charms, that seemed to set at nought the slight 
defences, which in her present dilemma she 
had been necessitated to entrust them to. 

Native modesty and a ready wit suggested 
to Susan the only middle way she could pursue, 
in the straits, to which she was reduced: 
Henry himself was clothed, if the jacket and 
trowsers heretofore described, may be termed 
a clothing; there was no need, therefore, for 
any guard upon her eyes, and she no sooner 
wakened him by tugging at the petticoat un- 
derneath him, than apologizing in a gentle 
whisper for the necessity she was under of 

disturbing 
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distarbing him^ she concluded by modestly 
requesting him to shut his eyes, for that posi- 
tively she Was naked, having nothing to throw 
over her but her gown. 

Whether it is in nature for a young man to 
shut his eyes,. when a lovely girl apprises him 
of the consequences of holding them open, 
I leave as a problem for the philosophers to 
resolve ; and as I suspect thi^y must, in the spirit 
of their school, decree for^ shutting out all 
prospect of an object, so calculated to disturb 
theit systems, as Susan now presented, it is 
with sorrow I am reduced to copfess, that our 
hero did the very contrary to what they would 
have done, setting open his eyes upon the 
damsel, and fixing themr'with the broadest 
stare, betwixt sleeping and waking, that their 
lids would admit of. Whether he was then 
dreaming with his eyes open, and thought it 
the vision of some nymph or goddess, such 
as young and fertile imaginations are apt to 
feign, where no substance is, I cannot decide ; 
but this I know, that had he been a painter, 
such as I could name, he had made the form 
immortal, and us who beheld it heathens and 
idolaters. 

Susan was too generous to repeat the cruel 

o 4 injunction 
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injunction she had befoi^e laid him under^ 
but on the contrary, having once told him 
what he ought to do, left him to take the con- 
sequences of not doing as she advised. Sa- 
gacious and deeply intuitive men often tell us, 
that there are certain things, obscure indeed 
to common beholders, vjrhich they can see with 
half an eye: this I presume is a figurative 
way of speaking, peculiar to these human 
lynxes ; but without a figure 1 should be tempt- 
ed to say, that any man who had even less 
than half an eye, would have strained hard for 
a glimpse of those charms, which burst upon 
Henry's sight in ftill display. The wrapping- 
gown was either so scantily provided, or so ill 
disposed to do its office of concealment, that 
if form so beautiful could be indebted to any 
covering, Susan's form had very little obliga- 
tion to the aforesaid reluctant wrapper. Some 
readers may naturally suppose, that either the 
severity of Susan's countenance over-awed the 
curiosity of the youth, or that the modest con- 
fusion it expressed, pleaded for his forbearance 
so irresistibly, as not to be withstood by any 
but a brutal nature : had it been so, Henrys 
task had been easy and his temptation light; 
but, truth to tell, both were aggravated by 

every 
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every alluring action, every winning smile 
that love and beauty could assume. Here the 
philosopher whose stoic apathy had turned 
aside from the sight, may affect to triumph in 
his wisdom, but it is now time to let him 
know and learn by the example of this heroic 
youth, that true virtue, indignant of such 
mean resources, boldly dares to look upon the 
danger, which temptation plants before it; 
that, scorning to shelter itself like a coward in 
the dark, and shlit its eyes or even wink upon 
the foe, it prays for light like Ajax, that it 
may see to conquer, and enjoy the glory of a 
combat fairly one: so fared it with our hero; 
he boldly eyed the Syren coast, which he had 
resolution to avoid. Perhaps some natural 
wishes stole upon his heart, his pulse perhaps 
no longer temperately beat, and rebel passion 
mutinied within him; but he was master of 
his soul, and mildly addressing himself to the 
alluring damsel, conjured her to return to her 
apartment, nor conspire with opportunity and 
strong desire to degrade him into a villain, 
and make him loathsome to himself for ever. 

The commanding tone of determined vir- 
tue is not to be resisted. The fair one blushed, 
looked wishfully upon him ; she saw no change 
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or shifting in his countenance; she hang her 
headj sighed, despaired, and obeyed: yet be- 
fore she took the parting step, she paused^ 
looked back, and turning a countenance upon 
him, beautiful though in anger, firmly pro- 
nounced — " We meet no more." 

The tone in which these words were ut. 
tered, the look that accompanied them, the 
cutting recollection of his obligations to her 
for the generous pity she had shewn him in 
his past distresses, these and a flood of tender 
passions burst so suddenly upon him, that 
springing from his couch (which at the same 
time broke under him with a horrid crush) he 
cried out to her to stop, and ran to take her 
in his arms. She had the door in her hand, 
and immediately the voice of Goody May 
was heard, crying out — "Villain, would you 
violate my daughter ? " — These dreadful words 
struck the ever-open ear of Ezekiel, now de- 
scending the stairs, who instantly annexing 
conviction to the charge of the mother, added 
another spectre to the group, standing speech- 
less and aghast, with a huge woollen night-cap 
on his head, and his breeches in his hand. 

The tears, the terror, the dishevelled habit 
of S^ I to warrant the suspicion of 

no 
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no worse a deed, than the mother had an- 
nounced. EzekieFs lips quivered with rage, 
whilst he demanded in a voice almost inarti- 
culate, an account of what had passed ; vowing 
that the violator of innocence should answer 
with his life. Henry now stepped forward, and 
directing a stern look first on the mother of 
Susan, and next on the preacher, delivered 
himself as follows :"— 

"Are you mad, to treat me in this man- 
ner, to accuse me of these crimes, to suspect 
me for a hypocrite, a defiler and a villain? 
Is it ever to be my fate to be arraigned of 
actions, which my soul abhors ! Was it not 
enough to be apprehended for the murder of 
a man, in whose defence I risked my life ? 
Must I also be thought guilty of violating that 
chastity, which I would die in the protection of? 
If you conclude me subject to be tempted by 
beauty, can you net suppose that I am capa- 
ble of being awed by innocence ? Look at this 
form, he must be a monster that defiled it ; 
survey these charms, they would wither, they 
would be blasted, and no longer have the 
power to engage and please, were they stained 
with dishonour and divested of modesty. By 
how much the more lovely they are now, in 

o 6 their 



300 HENRY. 

their pure and virgin state, so much the more 
revolting they would become, if they had lost 
the grace of virtue and degenerated from that 
chastity, to which they owe their sweetness 
and attraction. I am a stranger to you both, 
it is true ; I am a stranger to myself; and all 
the little that 1 know of this unhappy self, 
I have imparted to you : what then ? I am a 
man, I am your fellow-creature, I have like 
you a heart that feels and has a sense of 
honour, justice, and gratitude. You have been 
kind and bountiful and hospitable to me; this 
amiable, this generous girl was my first, my 
best, my warmest friend : the indignity that 
I suflfered she delivered me from ; the service 
that I quitted, she voluntarily renounced ; in 
my poverty and despair she tendered me her 
all, the earnings of her labour she would have 
shared with me — with me, an unknown, outcast, 
miserable being: Are these bounties to be 
repaid by seduction r Are they not rather 
charities, affections, pledges to be treasured 
in my heart ? They are ; I cherish them with 
equal love, with equal ardour and affection ; 
and I declare to truth, that were I now a man, 
that had a name and station in society — but as 
I am, I only can conjure her, for her own re- 
pose. 
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pose, to banish me and my sad story from her 
thoughts for ever. To invite her to misery 
I scorn ; to seduce her into guilt, if it were in 
my power, which t trust it is not, I abhor ; 
but to suppose me capable of the diabolical 
crime of violating her — Oh ! hoiTible ! — It 
chills my very soul ; I shudder at the thought." 
This speech wrought an immediate and 
entire conversion in the minds of those, whom 
appearances had staggered, and shame for her 
hasty exclamation smote the heart of the good 
dame so' forcibly, that she seemed to think 
she could never do enough to atone for her 
injurious suspicion. She declared she should 
Jienceforward ever repose such perfect confi- 
dence in Henry's honour, as nothing should 
induce to harbour a thought to the contrary ; 
that, so far from being afraid to trust her 
daughter in his company, she should, on the 
contrary, be happy that her girl had such a 
friend to protect and advise her ; and she sin- 
cerely hoped what he had now been saying 
(which in her opinion, and she dare say in 
Mr. Daw's also, was very proper and very 
fine) would have its due weight with Susan, 
and make her more guarded hi her conduct 
for the future. 

Ezekiel, 
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Ezekiel, during this harangue, had stept aside 
to equip himself with certain appendages to 
the person, which to man in a civilized state 
have by custom long established been held 
as indispensable. Susan in the mean time 
made her defence, which briefly consisted in 
an explanation of the errand which had brought 
her into the room where Henry slept ; she 
was not in perfect humour with her mother 
for the glance she had given at her unguarded 
conduct, and with some small trace of con- 
tempt in the look she dealt to Henry, observed 
that for all that ever had passed, or was ever 
likely to pass^ between Henry and her, she 
needed neither reproof nor warning ; she be- • 
lieved she was not more safe with her mothet 
than with him. 

Ezekiel now made his appearance ; his head 
was still mounted with its woollen tiara, which 
resembling certain sketches I have seen of his 
holiness the Pope's triple crown, gave a lofti- 
ness and dignity to his figure, of itself natu- 
rally erect and stiff, that had a striking effect 
upon his air and attitude ; whilst he predi- 
cated as follows, — "Thou hast well spoken, 
good and virtuous young man, as the spirit 
that worketh in thee to edification hath given 

utterance, 
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Utterance, and verily 1 pronounce that the 
seed, which the sower of all grace and godli- 
ness hath sowed in thine heart, falleth upon 
good ground, and beareth fruit abundantly. 
What thou hast said of a chaste and modest 
seeming in virgins, set apart unto sanctification, 
I the rather commend thee for, seeing thou 
hast touched it lightly and humbly as be- 
cometh a novice, inexpert as thou must needs 
be in the ministering of such prudent exhor- 
tations and reproofs, as men older and more 
experienced than thyself are fittest to apply, 
and which I shall take prompt and speedy oc- 
casion of so doing. And now I will stay you 
all no longer^ for the moniing advanceth, and 
the occupations of the day demand that I 
should conclude, seeing that it is in part de- 
voted to the service of this our friend and 
inmate, for whose better equipment we have 
undertaken to provide; and thou, Sudan, as 
I now for the first time perceive, art almost, 
if not altogether, unprepared for the expedi- 
tion, being as it should seem in thine outward 
adornments very little removed from a state 
of nature." 

The parties now separated ; the women to 

their chamber^ Ezekiel to his loft^ whilst Henry 



Tirofi 



304 HENRY. 

was left to his meditations, not a little pleased 
that the preacher had so unexpectedly cat short 
his exhortation. 



CHAPTER XI. 

OUR HERO ENGAGES IN AN EXPEDITION WHERE 
HE rS EXPOSED TO FRESH DANGERS. 

Few victories have cost more pains in 
the earning than this which Henry had 
now gained over him«elf and the tempting al- 
lurements of his fair assailant. Being now at 
leisure to pursue his meditations, he seated him- 
self in Ezekiel's wicker chair, like a Roman 
conquerer in his triumphal car, from whence 
he could proudly look down upon the rebel 
passions, reduced from formidable foes to van- 
quished slaves, and prostrate at his feet. Still 
he was sensible it behoved him to secure their 
allegiance by strong measures of coercion ; for 
whilst he was fortifying his spirit against future 
temptations, Susan was arming her person 
with all the artillery that her simple, but not 
inelegant, toilette could supply. 

Few 
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Few that make dress a science coald have 
hit that happy stile of nymph-like character 
which her unstudied taste had struck upon, in- 
stinctively contriving to give every natural 
grace its fairest form and fashion : iti short, 
when perfectly accoutred, she was a champion 
in the lists of love to make the firmest heart 
tremble at the sight of her ; and though, in 
deference to EzekieFs judgment, I must ex- 
cept Potiphar's wife, yet setting her apart, I 
should doubt if Susan had any other superior 
upon record for a coup-de-main. Malicious 
fortune was all the while laying other traps and 
pit-falls for the persecuted virtue of our youth- 
ftil hero, and the pious preacher himself was 
unintentionally drawn in to be an accessary in 
the plot ; for having avowed his design of edi- 
fying his hearers with a dehortotary discourse 
against love and the indulgence of the passions 
on the next Lord*s Day, he had accidently 
recollected that Saturday had stolen a march 
upon his memory, and that he was now upon 
the very eve of that important undertaking; 
in the mean time the more he ruminated upon 
the wide field of matter into which his subject 
would carry him, the more work he found cut 

out 
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ont for his hands, and the more preparation 
on his part necessary. He was aware he shodld 
have an audience to deal with not over-well 
disposed towards edification on this particalar 
topic, and rather hard of hearing at the best : 
he had kept a sort of flying camp about the 
enemy's quarters, and frequently beat them np 
in small skirmishes without much success to 
boast of ; they still lay entrenched in their fast- 
nesses, lurking about in ambush behind walls 
and hedges, where they made battle, in spite of 
all he could do to dislodge them ; he deter- 
mined therefore to draw out all his strength 
for this one decisive stroke, and finally rout 
them out of their hiding-places. 

Now this state of mental preparation ap- 
peared to him, upon reflection, so totally in- 
compatible with his expedition to the slop- 
shop, and the inferences of coats, waistcoats, 
shirts, and breeches thereunto appertaining, 
seemed so ill to class and coincide with the 
hostile measures he was actually concerting 
against the aforesaid coats, waistcoats, shirts, 
and breeches, that he plainly saw both things 
could not be done at once, and which to aban* 
don gave him little hesitation to decide : he 

therefore 
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therefore came down to Henry, peremptorily 
protesting against the slop-shop and all which 
it contained. Goody May had the province of 
the kitchen purveyance under her care, and the 
pot to plead for her excuse : Susan had neither 
those culinary concerns in charge as her mo- 
ther had, nor, like Ezekiel, any hostilities in 
meditation against love and the passions, with 
whom, on the contrary, she was in perfect 
league and combination ; she was therefore no 
natural ally for Daw's purpose, and not wanted 
by her mother. 

The alternative therefore was simply this, 
either Henry must go alone, or t^te-cL-tdte 
with Susan. Now what could Henry do by 
himself in a slop-shop ? As far as coat, waist- 
coat, and breeches went, he might, peradven- 
ture, fit them on better without Susan s help- 
ing hand than with it ; that part of his business 
he might get through passably well, but in the 
linen-trade he was an arrant ignoramus, and 
the damsel a consummate adept ; she knew to 
the breadth of a nail what was measure for a 
shirt, and the quality she was no less perfect 
in ; — he knew as much of the matter and no 
more, than the king of Pelew, (Heaven bless 

him!) 
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him !) whose wardrobe will not fill a nut- 
shell. Of course, therefore, Sasan mnst go, 
or nothing can be done; there is no choice Id 
the case ; and where is the mighty objectioD 
all the while? The walk is not long; the 
day is fine and fair, and Susan is ready dressed 
for the expedition : Henry, alas ! was but a 
shabby 'squire in point of apparel, but that 
was a fault which would be remedied before 
he came back, and nature had given him per- 
fections which poverty could not disguise. — So 
forth they went together. 

I hope my readers will not urge with any 
critical asperity an objection to this jaunt of 
Henry's on the score of his sprained ancle; if 
we are to suppose him recovered from it, cures 
no less extraordinary have been as rapidly per- 
formed in histories of this sort, and 1 lav claim 
to all the privileges which my fraternity enjoy ; 
but I had rather have it understood that his 
good-will to the walk with Susan was so great, 
that notwithstanding his cure was incomplete, 
he was determined, in the vulgar way of speak- 
ing, to put his best foot foremost, and trust to 
fortune for the consequences. 

There were two roads to the town, one 

public 
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public and familiar to Henry, having travelled 
it with his master ^achary, when he got the 
drenching at the mill ; the other private, shady, 
and sequestered, though something circuitous ; 
which of these to take was now the question. 
Love and Susan seemed to point to the crooked 
path ; prudence and dispatch prescribed the 
straight one. The candid damsel fairly owned 
that her way would be the furthest about, but 
then it would be the pleasanter whilst they were 
upon it : she put him in mind of his sprained 
ancle, yet she hoped he felt no pain in it at 
present, her mother's recipe never failed of a 
cure : she observed that the sun threatened to 
be hot, and she did not disguise thftt she was shy 
of over-heating herself Now how should pru- 
dence in the sunshine stand any chance against 
Susan in the shade ? A penny-post man, nay, 
even pedestrian Powell himself, though in the 
last mile of his foot-match, would have taken 
the very path that Henry did, and readily 
have preferred the farthest way about to the 
shortest way home. 

They soon found themselves entangled in 
a narrow defile between two hazel-hedges ; 
when Susan, pausing on her steps, and glancing 
an arch look on her companion, said, ^^ I can- 
not 
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not for the life of me conceive, Henry, what you 
was thinking of this morning, when yon was 
so eager to get me ont of your room : o* my 
conscience, you Was in such a twitter, to be rid 
of me, that I began to think 1 should have been 
obliged to have left my petticoat behind me." 

" Had you so done," cried Henry, smiling, 
*^ 1 can only say you would have been more 
formidable to all beholders without a petticoat 
than with one.**—** Not to such beholders as 
you are, I should guess,** replied Susan, ** in 
any case." 

"Well then,'* resumed he,, "to be more 
sincere with you, I did think myself bound in 
prudence not to hold you any longer in dis- 
course till you had got that same petticoat on, 
and every thing else about you that could keep 
us both out of danger." 

" Oh ! now I understand you," she replied; 
" you was afraid my mother would come in, 
and that I should be in trouble on your ac- 
count. Lord love you ! there was nothing 
to fear." — " Pardon me," answered Henry, 
" there were your temptations and my weakness 
to fear." 

" I dont rightly comprehend what danger 
you was in from either," resumed Susan," unless 

you 
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you hold with EzekieFs opinion, that it is a 
sin to love." — "I am not quite convinced," 
said he, *^that there is any sin in love, but I 
am very sure that love may lead to sin." 

" Yes, yes," cried she, " I agree with you 
that it is very sinful and treacherous in any 
man to pretend to love a young woman, and 
after he has made a fool of her to expose and 
betray her; that is very scandalous behaviour, 
without a doubt. So is it an abominable 
thing for any man, like that nasty Blachford, to 
set his wits to work, and lay traps for poor 
girls to bribe them to his wicked purposes, 
when he knows they must hate such a black, 
old, ugly fright as he is, and only do it for 
the lucre of gain. 1 know enough of his wicked 
ways ; such a man as he is does not deserve to 
live : but where two free hearts meet together 
in mutual fondness, and where there is no bri* 
bery or false dealing in the case, but all is fairi 
and open, and good faith kept on both sides, I 
should be surprised indeed if you or any man 
could persuade me to think that there was 
either sin or shame in such young people's 
loving each other; and if they do love truly and 
sincerely, I desire to know in that case what 
they are to do?" — "Marry," sai^ Henry; 

" that 
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*^ that is what they ought kf honour to do^ or 
do nothing." — ** Well to be sure," rejoined 
Susan, ^^ that is one way ; but suppose it doas 
not suit them to marry, suppose ]t*s impossi- 
ble ; what is to be done then?" — *^ Nothing," 
replied Henry with a smile ; ** I've answered 
that already." 

"Heyday!" cried the gallant damsel, 
" thaf s a curious doctrine indeed, a fine way 
truly of returning evil for good. I should hate 
and despise the man that treated me in that 
manner ; I should regard him as the poorest 
wretch that walks the earth." — ^^^Why then 
we'll talk no more upon the subject," cried 
Henry, but like friendly disputants, kiss and 
make it up." — *^*Tis more than you de- 
serve answered she ; " for though I must 
confess you are a dear good soul, yet you have 
the oddest notions of any mortal breathing; 
and as for love, you know no more about it 
than Ezekiel Daw." — "Instruct me then," 
quoth Henry, " for love, like dancing, is an 
art that grown gentlemen may be taught by an 
apt professor, by a very expeditious process." 

Pleasant companions make journies appear 
short, and probably these young travellers 
found themselves at the end of their's before 

they 
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they were tired of each other, or of the way. 
In the shop, which was a magazine of all sorts, 
Henry fitted himself with a mourning suit of 
the best materials, not forgetting that mark of 
respect to the memory of his deceased friend ^ 
Mr. Ratcliffe: It sate so neatly upon his per- 
son, that it seemed as if some Incky taylor, in 
a moment of inspiration, had projected it for 
an ideal model of the most perfect symme- 
try and proportion. Susan was not idle in her 
department meanwhile, and as the last hand 
of the artist had been put to every thing, the 
whole man was equipt from heel to head in a 
few minutes, as completely as if he had started 
ready caparisoned out of the earth, like the 
troops of Cadmus. 

Our bero now felt himself once more re- 
stored to that appearance in society, which he 
had ever been accustomed to, till misfortune, 
and the villany of mankind, had reduced him 
to the weeds of poverty: he was therefore 
moving in his proper sphere and character, 
and not strutting like a lacquey in his master's 
clothes. This did not escape the notice of 
Susan, and her sagacity immediately discerned 
that natural and easy air which no upstart can 
counterfeit, the unalienable inheritance of a 
VOL. I. p gentleman : 
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gtotleman: she now paraded OTer the mailed- 
place, not a litde proud of iiidr nceanpnion^ 
and woald not be pat bjr finom 4Mrrfmg bin 
to her nnde the tonsor, who entertainedtdidai 
in his house with mndh hospitaiitjr/ nae iaek 
of good cheer, and plentifnl store erf 'olHitten'^- 

When all accounts were settled with the 
Tender of slops, and the pack^ipsr pot into 
safe hands for eonveyance to the vUlage^ Henry 
and his fair charge having refreshed ihein- 
selves with a beverage, which the tensor' bid 
himself manufactured from the prodooe of hs 
bee-hi?es, they took leave of their host and 
turned their faces homewards, by the same 
way they had come, the sun being iiow rasing 
apace towards his meridian. 

A form like Henry's could not be quite 
concealed by the frock of a peasant, yet it was 
doubtless set off to much greater advantage 
in the dress of a gentleman, and Susan's eyes 
witnessed the pleasure she took in contempls- 
ting the change now made in his appearance. 
It also gave a flow to his spirits and a freedom 
to his air, which gratified the gaiety of faer 
nature, and made him more companionable 
and pleasant by the way. Their discourse wai 

lively; 
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iivei)F4i' her vaiHepieft were net gravely aQ<^ 
»werei as before, nor her piayfal coquetries 
80 coUly cnrerlooked : a thousand little dal« 
liaaoeii: ; took place, a thotidaDd faarmless 
knaveries iotercfaaogeably'iiassed, as t^ey sano* 
tared tkroi^h the shade ; and kisses were some- 
times snatched, sometimes evaded with a coy- 
rlfc9a so arch and so alloring, as was better 
cakolated to faetgbten her attractions, than to 
<;heck his advances. She had pincked a wreath 
of bloasoms iirom the hedges, which she wove 
aboot her hat; he decked her bosom with 
violets and wild ^wers iancifidly disposed^ 
which he was now permitted to arrange^ now 
prohibited, as the whim prevailed. Sometimes, 
she would stop, expostulate, tnm back, or run 
aside into the allies of the wood, and pretend 
to hide herself amongst the branches; this 
was a challenge for a pursuit, and that never 
failed to be rewarded by some endearing 
favmir^ won with struggles that enhanced its 
value. 

. iTheir wislk concluded, Susan parted to the 
cottage^ and Henry tumetl his steps to the 
bouse of Zadiary, whose portico, embellished 
with Jt rich sky-blue scroll supported by two 

gilded 
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glided gallipots, informed the miy-fiiriiig mun 
and the world at large, that there the luin- 
chances of^hnman life might be relieved — 
for there dwelt *' Zacbary Cawdle, Sargei)i), 
Apothecary, and Man«Midwife»" 
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